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Homer was Heracles of Greek and Scythian mythology,
whose main feat had been the formation of foundation for
European culture. ItisHomer’s Cimmerian-Greek origin that ex-
plains so many-sided and lengthy attraction of Ancient Greece
to Scythia. And it can’t be neglected in the study of the history
of relationship of these two countries and peoples.

Isn't it due to this fact that Olbio (V B.C.), being located
between the peninsular (today’s Nikolaev), where Homer was
born, and the Aeae peninsular (today’s Berezan' island), where
he died, has become a monument to the happy coexistence of
Greek, Scythian and Sarmatian cultures within the period of
millenium years? And isn’t it due to the fact, asis seen from
Dion Chrisostomus “Borysthenite speech’, that, while in
Greece principal concern of the poet was diminished, olbio-
polites worshipped Homer even 700 years after his death, that
they knew exactly where he had been born and buried and that
they considered him to be their countryman?!

Cimmerian-Scythian-Greek origin of Homer has become a
prologueto the cultural and historic development of Ukrainein
its evolution from Scythia to Kiev Rus under the influence of
Ancient Greece and Byzantia.
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“In 2005, Nikolaev archeologists Yu.S. Grebennikov, K.V. Gorbenko and
A.l. Smirnov compl eted the cycle of excavationsinthetract “Wild orchard” (see
p. 26). Dueto thisfact it became clear that agreat scientific discovery has been
made. In hisbrief “Conclusion on the archeol ogical monument “Wild orchard”,
located in Nikolaev, doctor of history, prof., deputy director of Research Institute
of Monuments Protection, Corresponding member of the German Institute of
Archeology, V.I. Klochko wrotethefollowing:

“ Archeol ogical monument “Wild orchard” isasite of ancient settlement of
late bronze (Byelozerski period, 1300-900 B.C.). It issituated on the high bank of
the Southern Bug, at the place where the Ingul river flowsinto it. The place of
the monument location and some finds on it allow us to interpret it as an old
town-port, situated on the trade route that connected the basins of the Black
and Baltic along the rivers of the Western Bug and the Southern Bug.

Thus, the “Wild orchard” ancient settlement is the only archeological
monument in Ukraine—the remnants of the Black Seatown-port of the times of
legendary Troy and the Troyan war itself.

Theway the remnants of habitations, templesand fortification installation
were preserved allows us with a high degree of confidence to register and
rehabilitate these erections as well as the whole site of the town. All the indi-
cated circumstances put forward the “Wild orchard” ancient settlement as the
most outstanding monuments of all-European archeological heritage and now
we have to consider the necessity of its preservation and registering this great
discovery as a museum. It will allow to put it into the row of outstanding
monuments of theworld cultural heritage”.

Theresearcherswritethat within 15 yearsof studiescarried on by thelocal
archeological expedition, about 19 archeol ogical objectswereinvestigated (in-
cluding temples, part of fortification wall and stone bridge acrossit), 15 premises
of various functional designation, thousands of artifacts were found. The depth
of cultural layer isfrom 0.15t0 0.5 m, and overall area constitutes about 3 hect-
ares. On the basis of the facts the researchersindicate that “it is quite logical to
state that “Wild orchard” tract is that same centre,- ‘the town of Cimmerian
people’,- that was mentioned by Homer in his“Odyssey” . The monument has
been only 40% investigated.”

“Vecherny Nikolaev” (“ Evening Nikolaev') newspaper,
dated 16 May, 2006.
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AUTHOR’S FOREWORD

7@ tis generally known that Homer is afather of European culture. His
\ %ﬁ; “lliad” and “ Odyssey” are actually the Bible of Europe. Bibliography
%\ﬁ 77‘) of investigations devoted to Homer is rather wide. But, concerning
s &yl hislife and biography, they are still practically unknown. The data of
hislifevary from Xl1I to VII B.C. Even in ancient times about 20 old
Greek towns considered Homer as their native-born. The scholars studying
Homeric worksdeclared al of hiseight ancient biographies asonesthat have no
historic value, since Homeric authorship of not only hymnsand myths, but even
of “Iliad” and “Odyssey” is a subject of much controversy.

But for thelast 200 yearsamajor breakthrough of science studying Homeric
works concernsthe recognition of Homer asan immanent author, and hisworks
as syncretic ones. Immanent (immanensin Latin means“habitual, inherent”) is
inwardly inherent to asubject, phenomenon, which comesfrom itsnature. When
applied to Homer, it means that all the information on his life and biography
should be drawn from his works. Syncretism (in Greek synkretismos —
combination, unification) isaunity, indivisibility, which characterizes unculti-
vated state of work. In relation to Homeric worksit meansfirst of all hisauthor’s
unity, and, hence, “lliad” and “Odyssey” integrity and continuity should be
acknowledged.

Concerning the lack of development, it should be noted that in the times of
Homer mythology was the only available genre that included science, religion
and art in their embryo. Therefore, mythology should not be considered as
something unreal. Homer exploited mythol ogical genremost of all asan allegori-
cal expression of historic truth. As soon as Henry Schlieman believed Homer,
Troy was found where nobody would have looked for it. It was only thissingle
fact that put forward the point that it was worth believing the events described
in“Odyssey” in spiteof their alegorical meaning. By theway, allegorical meaning
itself is connected in an integral way with the use of symbolism and token
character as an inner mistery that is not only inherent in Homer’sworks, but in
those made by many other men of genius.

Thus, the present book isan attempt to create the first immanent biography of
Homer, based on autobiographical nature of his art as a consequence of
immanency. However, thefirst result of the cluefor such secrets doesnot always
have asinglemeaning and, therefore, patience and timearerequired for collecting
more consistent facts and evidence before promulgating them, making them
worthy to attract public attention. The fact that Priam’s hidden treasures were
found iseven lessimportant than the fact that all the geographic descriptions of
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Troy and its surroundingsin “Iliad” coincide with the location of Troy, found
bySchliman. Only this fact makes us believe the truthfulness of the events de-
scribed in “Odyssey” inspite of their alegory. It's worth mentioning that alle-
gory isnecessarily connected with symbolism and isasign of someinner secret
characteristic of many world geniuses, Homer being among them.

Initially, | wascarried away with thereport of academician K.M. Bar [ZOOID,
—0Odessa, 1877.—p.511] that stated at the beginning of the century that Odysseus
had not sailed in the Mediterranean Sea, but in the Black Sea. Realization of text
critical analysisof Homeric“ Odyssey” and imposing hisindicationsupon redlities
of Prichernomoriye (the Black Sea coastal aread), required much additional
information. Specialized literature was collected, in particular, the versions of
“Odyssey” translation, archaeological, geographic, geophysic, cartography,
historic and other data for comparison of the description made by Homer with
realities of the places which he had described. The first detailed maps of the
Black Sea coast, which were plotted by E. Manganary in Nikolaev at the begin-
ning of the XIX century, were found. When the main destination of Odysseus's
sailing became clear (K. Bar for the most part of his hypothesis pointed to the
location of the Balaklavabay, asthe bay of Laistrygones, location of Planktosor
Ceaney, and also Scyllaand Charybdisinthe Strait of Bosporus, tc.), my daughter
and | undertook the cruise sailing in 1984 on the motor ship “ Admiral Nakhimov”
in order to study the places depicted by Homer, and then in 1985 we visited
Balaklavaand other places. Asaresult, exactly in Batumi, wherewewerelooking
for Alcinous, in the museum of local lore we found the photo of the gold youth
sculpture from the Alcinous and Areta Palace, which had been found there a
short time before. It was the first direct confirmation of the hypotheses under
investigation. Only by imposing indications of Odysseus's journey on the
Black Sea routes, and taking into consideration peculiarities of the streams,
winds, weather, salinity and many other factors, which are encountered in the
text, we can takeinto account in areconcilable manner, all Homer’sguidelinesfor
locations, time and circumstamces, and it constitutes the key moment of the
textological analysis of itinerary of “Odyssey” as well as its comparison with
reality. For this comparison, the sailing itinerary of Argonautsin the Black Sea
was also considered but the absence of the exact author’s text (compilation
poem of Apolloniusof Rhodoswas obviously used instead), similar to Homer’s
text of “Odyssey”, doesnot allow usto reconstruct their sailing route with afair
degree of confidence.

The second important moment was the study of V.V. Latyshev’'s work “Pro-
ceedings of the ancient writers about Caucasus and Scythia’, VDI No. 1-4, 1947-
1949, which resulted in the hypothesis that the name of ‘’"Homer” itself (the
oldest son of laphetus, the grandson Noah) was borrowed by the poet from
Scripture’s “Pentateuch” (“Old Testament”) of Moses, as an eponym of the
Cimmerian tribe. The lifetime of the biblical Homer had to be ascertained next.
Indication of Hamir as a name of a country in the comments of V.V. Latyshev
made it possible to suppose that the time coincided with the lifetime of poet
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Homer in1X-VI1I1 B.C. However, final division between these names (biblical and
poet’s ones) was carried out after comparison of synchronous genealogies
from Adam to Christ, based on the New Testament, and also of Egyptian Pha-
raohs, mythological and real heroes of the ancient Greece and Scythia (myths
from Herodotus' “History” ). It resulted in the clarification that the lifetime of
biblical Homer fell on X1X B.C., i.e. the Poet evidently borrowed that name, asan
eponym of thetribe, which he had bel onged to. Then, while compiling immanent
biography, this thought found its confirmation: Homer spent 7 years at the
service of king Psammetichus I, and another year in Phoenicia, where he could
have a chance to get acquainted with the “Pentateuch” of Moses. At the same
time Homer tried to use the tranglation of his name from Greek as ‘ablind man’,
depicting himself as a blind singer Demodokus and a blind soothsayer Teresey
in“Odyssey”, obviously diverting the Greeks from the ‘pagan’ interpretation of
the name. It can be stated that during millennia the creators of myths, and
afterward literature too, used the method of dualism of the main heroes as the
basic artistic technique. It isimpossible to give a brief account of this material
because of its really enormous volume, therefore it is not reflected in this book.

The third, but not the least important step, was the restoration the topog-
raphy of “Hippolaus cape’ according to Homeric and Herodotus' descriptions
— the peninsula, where Nikolaev is situated now, as the cape of ‘the big lion’,
which shape really bears a resemblance to a big lion, and also the location of
Hades here (Elysium fields) imagined by Homer, and Demetra’'s Temple by
Herodotus. The restoration of Hylaea and Exampeus allowed usto enlarge the
ideaabout them and define their ocation more precisely, aswell asto givethem
the meaning of the basic and central placein the Cimmerian-Scythian history of
the Nikolaev region in Ukraine. The details of the victory of Scythians over
Dariusclarifiedits decisive meaning for the destiny of Europe, - it factually had
predetermined the victory of Greeks over Persians.

Thefourth factor isthat alongside with Homer’slifeand work, for aquarter
of a century | have been studying Pushkin’s life and creative work, and have
been trying to solve the secret of the Russia's Great Medieval Epic “Slovo o
polku Igoreve’ (“The Tale of Igor’s Campaign™). It isthe latter that makes me
think that thousands of acro-, meso-, and televerses aswell as different historic
eventsare hidden inside many Old-Russian and Byzanthium literary works. For
example, I’ ve discovered more than 800 acromesoteleversesin llarion’s“ Slovo o
Zakonei Blagodaty” (“A Taleof Law and Grace”). But even in the 10th century
B.C., long before Homer, a shumer-acadian poem “Babylon Teodiceya” framed
by syllable acroverses, which might have been familiar to Homer had existed.
The epitaph to Homer provesthefact. It wasfound on the Berezan island in 1900
by Skadovsky and deciphered by Yaylenko V.P. I've added much to the deci-
phering. In this edition of the book | have presented new data received from
deciphering of the epitaph with the help of computer technologies which gave
me achanceto find the traces of almost all the lettersin the epitaph. It proves my
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ideathat the epitaph is devoted to Homer. | haven't yet published my manuscript
“Hymns of the Kiev Rus’ where | explain in detail the principles of composing
acro-, meso- and tele- versesin Old Russian literature of the XI-XI1 centuries.
It's far too difficult to understand the technology of deciphering of the epitaph
without it.

Thefifth and the most important factor to my mind isthat, being an engineer
and a scientist, 1’ ve been investigating aerophysical processes and construction
of machinery. It made me think with real categories; otherwiseit’simpossible to
create a reliable structure or a machine. The novelty of an invention is only
possible when you stand a little away from traditional approaches. Sometimes,
occasional observations tend to keep to traditions. Einstein, a scientist himself,
thought science to be an escape from obvious things. He meant conservative
methods and dogmas. But not asingle invention or discovery is possible without
engineers constructive thinking, paradoxes and luck. As Pushkin said “A ge-
niusisafriend of paradoxes, and good luck isafriend of inventors’. That iswhy,
when a scientist says to another scientist (although branches of science may be
different, but scientific methods are common) about a non-scientific approach
and dilettantism, it means that he does not understand many things when he
applies well-known methods, or just doesn't want to understand something
new if it is not traditional.

Thefirst edition of thisbook appeared in 2001 printed by “ATOLL" pub-
lishing house in Nikolaev. The presentation took place on September, 14 and
was dedicated to the first hypothetic celebration of the 2658-th Homer’s birth-
day. Thisevent took placein the central city library named after M.L. Kropivnitsky,
situated only 0.2 ml sea away from the former town of Borys-thenidus, where
according to my ideaHomer was born. Asfar asthe response of scholarsto my
hypothesis is concerned, it was shocking, as it had been expected. The reason
may lie in the fact that the book hasn’t received any detailed and constructive
criticismsofar. It wasvery important personally for methat theidea of my book
was supported by alegendary poet, honorary member of many national acad-
emiesof theworld, Andrei Voznesensky. He mentioned thebook ininterviewsto
our journalists and in the USA. Most of the articles in the newspapers and
magazines contained neutral response. But some of them said: “It can not be so
because it can never be like this’. The essence of all the objections liesin the
idea that everything told by Homer is fiction, a myth artistically presented,
having no real grounds, giving no basisfor Homer’simmanent biography.

I'd like to say upon this that the main argument to probe that Homer’s
mythological description is quite real and historic, lies in the comprehensive
approach to Homer’s work. For this purpose, being an expert in this field, |
carried out hydrodynamic experiments of simulating the current in the Bosporus.
In Homer’stimesthe current had opposite direction. The experiment helped me
to pinpoint the place of Charybdis as awhirlpool. | also use lots of data from
archaeology, history, ethnography, history of arts, navigation, astronomy and
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other branches of science as arguments which can be applied to Homer's text.
Certainly, I'mfar fromthinking I’ m an expert in everything. But everybody who
studies Homer isadilettante. The fact isthat with the help of different sciences
(not philology only) for the analysis of Homer’s text we may be convinced that
theworld of “lliad” and “Odyssey” isreal and not imaginary.

It'sof primary importance. If you can't acquirethisassumption thereisno
sense in further reading and discussing the book. You can not speak about
Homer if you don’t believein what he haswritten! The easiest thingisto declare
everything fictitious making no efforts to understand. Heraclitus used to say:
“He who doesn’t hope to find will never find. Without hope you can not find
and overtake anything!”

This book presents a new direction in the research which may help to
overcome the philological deadlock of the problem of Homer. This deadlock
arose due to the wrong interpretation of mythological genre as some lifeless
“artistic thinking” which was ascribed to Homer by many scholars. The bright
evidence of their position as being lifelessis the fact that such scholarsignore
not only the statue of the golden youth from the Palace of Alcinous found in
Batumy (it is sure to be a sensation in the world science) but agreat number of
other material relics. There are more than ahundred of them along the Black sea
route of Odysseus sailing. And the fact that they act as a proof is by itself a
statistic foundation for thereality of environment description made by Homer in
hiswork.

While looking for Homer’s old Greek texts, | have come across a lot of
publications about him (more than athousand in Internet only!). Original texts
by Homer, Herodotus and other old Greek authors can be found on the site:
<http://www.perseus.tufts.edu>. But you come to the analysis of the original
text when you have adefinite task. It isthefirst general wide-scale stage of my
research. Thisstageiscalled in archaeology “ clearing of the monument to deter-
mineitsoutline”. That'swhy | mostly used the translations of thetexts, referring
totheoriginal when it was necessary to find the exact meaning of thewordsand
there were hundreds of them.

Answering my critics | follow F. Becon who used to say: “Thetruthisa
daughter of time and not of authority”. Shakespeare also said: “To estimate
somebody’squality you must have at least asmall part of thisquality!”. | dways
recollect these sayingswhen | study Homer’slife and work.

Finaly I’ dliketo mention that it is not the absence of constructive criticism
of this book that worries me but flat rejection of everything stated in it. And
while true scholars and archaeologists are in doubts about the hypothesis,
“black archaeologists’ “check” its truth in our everyday life. | wish the last
evidencedidn't disappear after publication of thiswork. That’swhy | bring my
apologies for avoiding confirmation of facts by the archaeological datal pos-
Sess.

I’m thankful to V.B. Chernitsky and O.V. Panna who helped me with the
translation of the book and also to V.A. Karnaukh who published this book. |
also express my deep gratitude to my relatives L.I. Zolotukhina and G.G.
Kuznetzov for everyday assistance.
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1. NIKOLAEV ASHOMER'SHADES
AND HERODOTUS HIPPOLAUS

N t the conference “ Olbia 2000”, that was held in Nikolaev, | made an
@ assumption in the theses for the report “Where were the Hippolaus
F ,' cape and Demetre Temple located?’ that the Hippolaus cape, de-
/&€ 4§ scribed by Herodotus when he visited Scythiain 450 B.C., was situ-
ated on the territory of the peninsula where the town of Nikolaev is

now located, and that Demetre Templewasin the place of the present building of
observatory. The principle argument was that outer contours at the peninsula
map, where Nikolaev of Ukraine is now located, resemble abig lion; it can be
seen from the highest point of the peninsula, where Demetre Temple was situ-
ated. Moreover, while preparing the observatory’s foundation the big granite
plates, which probably belonged to Demetre Temple, were found. The word
‘Inmolewm, inwhich prefix ** Inmo, isused in themeaning ‘ big, huge’, and isthe
basisof theword ‘Aew’ - whichistranslated as‘lion’, may be considered ‘ Big or
huge lion’. And it does not run counter to the indication of Herodotus that the
cape of Hippolausiswedge-shaped, if youlook at its profile from the South from
the side of the Southern Bug and also that ‘it islocated between the Borysthenes
(the Dnieper) and the Hypanis (the Southern Bug) that falls into the common
Dnieper — Bug estuary. It does not contradict to the description of the profile
form made by Dion Chrysostomos, who visited Olbiain 95 B.C.: “One should
know that though the city takes the name after the Borysthenes owing to the
beauty and size of thisriver, but asit is now located on the Hypanis, aswell as
beforeit had been built there but abit higher of the so called Hippolaus cape, on
the opposite bank. The cape presentsitself as a sharp and steep prominence of
the continent in the form of ship’srostrum, near which two riversmerge: further
they embody an estuary as far as the sea for a distance of 200 stadia” . Thus,
Dion Chrysostomos admitted, that Olbiawas situated on the Hypanis (the South-
ern Bug) up the Hypanis stream from the Borysthenes (the Dnieper), and the
Hippolaus cape was |ocated on the opposite bank of the Hypanis and was also
up itsstream. The profile of the Hippolaus cape (peninsulaon which Nikolaev is
situated) on the Southern side resembles wedge-shaped form or aship’s bow. It
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is also necessary to note that another trandlation of ‘Inmoiew, prefix “* Inmo of
which expressesalready belonging to or relating to ahorse, and Lew isthebasis
of theword Aedg, that is equivalent in the lonic-Attic dialect to the word Aaog
and trandlated as ‘tribe, people’, and, thus, Hippolaus can be read ‘Horse tribe
or people’, i.e. the Cimmerians and Scythians. It can perfectly mean that the
present Nikolaev peninsula was the cultural Cimmerian and Scythian center.
Nikolaev peninsulais also associated with the only Homer’s mentioning the
Cimmeriantribein“ Odyssey” (X1, 14), | will show you 4 versionsof interpreting
thisline—V.O. Zhukovsky [1]:
“ThereisCimmerian sad province, eter nally covered

15 with moist haze and shadows of clouds...”;

V.V. Veresaev [2]:
“Thereisthecountry and thetown of the Cimmerian men.

15 Customary twilight thereisand haze...”

PO. Shuysky [3]:
“Thereisthetown of the peopleof the Cimmerian men,

15 Eternally covered with haze and clouds’.

Prosaicinterpretation by V.V.Latyshev [4, VDI, No.1, 1947, pp. 281-282]:
“Therearethepeople(dnpog) and thetown (nrérig) of Cimmerian people,

15 cloaked in shadows and clouds...”.

V.V. Latyshev'strandationislikely to be the most exact and here the author
tells us about the people and the town of Cimmerians, located there, where
Homer had located Hades and where Nikolaev is now located.

From the contents of X and X| songsit is clear that Homer had |ocated the
realm of dead — Hades, asphodel meadow, the Persephone’s grove, which was
washed by salted (by acknowledgement of Herodotus, too) waters, that's why
theriver weeping —the Cocytus and the Hypanis (the Southern Bug), itsbranch,
the Styx (river Ingul), running into the Acheron bosom (Dnieper-Bug estuary)
on the present-day Nikolaev peninsula. The Borysthenes (the Dnieper) played
the role of Periflegethon, and the Tartarus, the farthest part of Hades, situated
on the Kinburn spit in Herodotus' Hylaea. The problem of the assumption is
compound and comprises several aspects, the separate parts of which are
examined in another work. The essential groundsfor such localization of Hades
arein Homer’swork.

First and foremost, the exploration of theitinerary of Odysseustrip, which
| carried on the basis of the textual analysis, affords in an absolutely non-
contradictory way to takeinto consideration all the signswhich had been pointed
out by Homer in “Odyssey” to consider the main sailing part of Odysseus's
voyagetaking placein the Pont asit was considered by the Greek or in the Black
Sea. Nikolaev peninsula deals only with that part of itinerary, which isin
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close relation with the sojourn of the Odysseus on Aeaeisland. Having lost all
the shipsin the Laistrygones bay (Balaklava bay) Odysseus arrived on hisonly
shipto Aeaeidand (the Berezan'), where Circe, Eeth’ssister, the father of which
wasthe God of Sun Helios, and the mother — Persa, the daughter of the Oceanus,
lived. The conclusion can be drawn from the Homer’s description of the Aeaein
the“Odyssey” (X, 194-197) that apparently, inthat timetheisland Berezan' was
apeninsulawrapped round with forest. Archaeol ogists suggest, that in thetime
of Homer the water level inthe Black Seawas|ower than the present one by 4-
6 yd, and the depth of the water in the area of the spit, which today connectsthe
Berezan' island with the shore does not exceed 2-3 yd. Today we can walk to it
and one should swim across only thelast 200-300 yd. So, theisthmus, connecting
the Aeae Idland, in the time of Homer rose 2-3 yd above the sea level. (To the
number of real description of the Aeae can be also added that Odysseus's
friends were served by four Circaea's nymphs, that were personified by four
rivers, whose waters were running to the Berezan’ island (“ Odyssey”, X, 348-
351), - the Berezanka, the Dnieper, the Southern Bug, the Ingul could be those
rivers. Odysseus, before he came back hometo the Itaka, must have been sailing
inoppositedirection (“Odyssey”, X, 490), to the present Nikolaev peninsula, to
call on the prophet Teresy’s soul and learn from him about the life events to
follow.

The description of the way to Hades and localization of Hades were given
by Homer in the “Odyssey” (X, 504-518). This picture makes no difficulty to
imaginewoody Hylaea (now the Kinburn spit), as Tartarus (the most remote area
of Hades, where Titans were buried. They, asis known, were the mortals, and,
according to the myth, were guarded there by the hundred-handed , i.e. oaks,
near which, in the Dnieper-Bug estuary, they mergein the Acheron bosom, - the
really fast Dnieper-Periphlegethon and the salty Southern Bug-Cocytus (the
river of weeping), whichinfactisamajor branch of the Styx-Ingul river and both
of them merge at the cape of the Nikolaev peninsula, which is considered by
Homer as Hades's realm with asphodel meadow. According to the ancient
mythology the Styx (‘hated’) is an eponym of Oceanus and Tethida's daughter.
Perhaps, due to this fact since the time of Homer the present Ingul had been
considered one of the Arms of Oceanus river or the Borysthenes (the Dnieper).
Actually, the source of the Ingul River is near the main stream of the Dnieper
River and could beinthat timereally itsvalley, and then, after the earth rise, this
connection was annulled and in our times this river became isolated. Another
argument for considering the Ingul to be the Dnieper stream could makeit pos-
sibleto avoid the Dnieper rapids, if towing aship 12,5 miles from the Tyasmin
River tothe Ingul River.

Homer’s identification of the Oceanus river with the Borysthenes (the
Dnieper) can be considered generally accepted: at |east, most of the researchers,
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after Herodotus, areinclined to keep to this point of view. It isalso important that
Circe offered Odysseus: “ You, having sailed the Oceanus across’, i.e. the Dnieper
really should be sailed across to reach the peninsula, where Nikolaev is situated
now. It can be seen that Homer was very competent of the geographic realities of
Nikolaev. It isworth mentioning that Odysseus had sailed to the cape, which was
later called Hippolaus by the Greek, during the day and at night he used to make
offeringsand meet Hades'sinhabitants (“ Odyssey”, XI, 6-19), and he came back
to the Aeae before the daybreak, i.e. the whole voyage took 24 hours. It also
absolutely meets geographical and physical realities. From “ Odyssey” (X1V, 252-
257) itisclear that on the seawave under tail-wind only under the sails Odyssey’s
shipsdid the distance about 60-70 miles per day. By theriver under the tail-wind
under the sails and on the oars it was rather possible to cover the distance from
Berezan’ to Nikolaev within one day, that makes the way there and back about
75.6 miles. After Odysseus had met all the inhabitants of Hades, including his
mother Antyclea (judging by all Homer met his mother there not by chance,
firstly, she gave him a birth there, secondly, as she had died by that time, he
visited her at the Hades, so that wasthe motherland of Homer, and, having received
advice of the prophet Teresey how he should reach the Ithaka, Homer told us
about Odysseus's return to the Aeae (Berezan’). And this also coincides with
geographical redlities, asif you sail from the Nikolaev cape, that you can actually
use also the stream of the Bug with the tail-wind, asit is described in Homer’s
“Odyssey” (I,638-640and X1, 1-17).

It is important that according to Homer’s imagination beyond the myth
about Hades borders, the Dnieper-Oceanus consisted of the whole Dnieper-Bug
estuary from the Kinburn Spit up to the Hades cape (Hippolaus-Nikolaev) and
there is the answer. According to the mythology about Hades, the Styx river
should run from the Oceanus (Dnieper) and flow into Hades. So, it islikely that
from Homer’ s assumption, the present Ingul was defined as one of the Dnieper —
the Borysthenes branches, and this opinion was accepted even in the time of
Herodotus, if he defined the Hippolaus (Nikolaev) cape at the confluence of the
Hypanis and Borysthenes.

Lately, the researchers of Homer’sworks have come to the conclusion that
al the 9 existing Homer’s biographies are the latest counterfeits and therefore
they arefilled with different kind of fantastic combinations and fantasy. Analysing
alot of researches dealing with Homer’s problem in our time A.F. Losev made a
rather important conclusion, that is now supported by the majority of the schol-
arsthat study Homer, and that isalso the basic onefor our topic: “First of all one
of the most obvious results of the 150-year scholarly research of Homer is now
that simple and elementary statement that one should judge about the author of
Homer’s poems by these poems only, that the authentic author of the poemsis
described by the poems themselves, that he absolutely remains for us in the
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boundaries of these poems, that is why he should be called an immanent au-
thor (lat. immaneo — “ being in something” )"[5, ¢.64]. It is quite possible that
the low level of Homer’slife study by his contemporaries was the result of his
Cimmerian, i.e. pagan, origin.

Thekey point of the acknowledgement that Homer was Cimmerian by origin
and was born in a Cimmerian town, where he placed Hades, is focused by the
three main assumptions and the number of the accompanying ones that are
described in the theses 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8.

Thefirst assumptionisthat the poet took the name of Homer fromthe Bible
legend about the Deluge, where the names of |aphetus’ sons: Homer, Magog,
Maday, lovan and others (“Genesis’, X, 1-3) — are mentioned, are by general
recognition eponyms accordingly to the tribes of Cimmerians, Scythians,
Middians, loniansi.e. theGreek [4, VDI, No.1, 1947, pp. 253-260]. So, thenameof
Homer first of all meansaCimmerian, and istrandated from Hebrew as‘ perfect’
[8, p.169]. Probably, to distract listeners' and later readers’ attention from the
meaning of his name, Homer used its Greek translation as ‘a blind man’ in the
characters of the blind singers and prophets Demodokus and Teresey. It should
be added that according to his position (“Odyssey”, XV, 450), Homer was a
Cimmerian tsar. He also witnessesin “ Odyssey” that Homer-Odysseuslived in
Egypt and Phoeniciafor 7 years, where he had been able to get acquainted with
‘thetableof peoples’ (XI1V, 241-292).

The second assumption is based on Homer’s confession in “Odyssey”
(XX1V, 304-306): “1 comefrom Alybas, where | have afine house. | am ason of
king Apheidas, who isthe son of Polypemon. My own nameis Eperitus’. Alybas
-“ AMp - istranglated as Phila(tribe) asthe peoplethat isgone, i.e. Cimmerians,
and ALipag hastwo versions of trandation: 1) a dead mane; 2) theriver of the
dead (Styx).

In other words, Homer was born according to his confession where Hades
was situated, next to the Styx (the Ingul), i.e. where his Cimmerian town was
located. Asit had been indicated before, probably, it was Borysthenes that was
foundedin 647 B.C., asitwasmentionedin“ Chronics’ of Evthevy (p.95 B). That
givesalso thelower date of Homer’sbirth [4, VDI. —No.3. —pp.217-330]. Here
Homer called himself Eperitus. - Ergpeido - “that had entirely devoted himsel f
tosomething”, that is clearly the author’s sphragis (stamp). From thetranslation
of thefictional Homer’sfather’s and grandfather’s name one more feature, that
was given by his son, can be found. So, Homer’s father Apheidas, in Greek -
“ A@eidog - literally means ‘fearless, not sparing himself, not accounting with
dangers, generous’ — these epithets are enough to imagine what kind of man
thefather of the greatest poet was. As for Homer's grandfather Polypemon,
his name in Greek ‘Ilolvrapwv means ‘very rich’. There was another
feature of this name if it was written as IToAvrfpov, — it meant‘ causing
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alot of suffers, harmful’. However, both features, probably, could be applied to
him[g].

The third assumption clarifies the question why Homer placed Hades ex-
actly here and what could bethe pretext for it? According to general assumption
of scholars studying Homer’sworks epic syncretism (fusion, indivisibility) and
immanence (being inside) are distinctive features of hispoems. In my opinion,
symbolism should be added to it either. Thereis nothing incidental in Homer’s
works and, if the narration takes place after the Troyan War, then the scene of
Odysseus'svisit to Hades should be Song |11. The question arises, why did the
author transfer it to Song X17? It is quite possible that it was done to underline
that at the age of 11 he witnessed all his Cimmerian gender coming down to
Hades. From the viewpoint of its significance, nothing el se could be compared
toit. Here and nowhere else, | think, liethe sources of Homer’slocalization of
Hadesin HerodotusHylaeal Similarly, in Song XV of “Odyssey” Homer told us
about hismother’sand his own escape on the Phoenician ship, when hewas 15,
only to connect the escape with the age. And also in Song X1X of “Odyssey”
Homer placed the story about hisbeing injured by the wild boar near Parnassos
mountain, when “ his grandson got mature and camefor the promised gift to his
grandfather”, when he was 19. Here no explanations are necessary, probably,
that's why Homer included this phrase as a key to the proper understanding of
the previous events connected with the numbers of songs. It is likely Homer
who is the source for al three myths which were put down by Herodotus in
“History”[9, 1V, 5-12] in Scythia 200 years|ater, about Targitaus, about the battle
of Cimmerian chiefs among themselves as well as about Scyth’s birth from
Heracles as the forefather of Scythian gender. Definitely, it is Homer who was
the creator of Heracles (there was no Heracles both in the Crete-M ekeans pan-
theon of heroes, and in Egyptian one, although Herodotus wrote about it ac-
cording to his tribesmen. The most ancient Shumer-Accadian “Legend about
Guillgamesh” was likely aprototype for him), and he created these myths, bas-
ing upon historical facts, the witness and the participant of which he had been
himself, asan heir of the Cimmerian tsars. By thisHomer fixed thefact of death
of Cimmerian chiefs on the place where Hades was situated and power taking
over by Scythians from Cimmerians in Hylaea, as the centre and the capital of
Cimmerian culture,

According toalogical approach for immanent reading of information about
Homer’s biography, it can be determined that there were two Cimmerian settle-
ments at the place of Hades, i.e. on the present Nikolaev peninsula, judging by
indicationin“lliad” (XVI11,490) [10] andin“Odyssey” (XV, 412). Thiscorrelates
completely with Pompony Mellas(ll, 6) [4, VDI. —No.1. - 1949] uniqueinformation
about the existence of two towns here: Olbiopolis and Borysthenidas. As it
appearsin Evsavy’s “Chronics’ (p.95V) [4, VDI.—No0.3—1948. —pp.217-330] the

17



city of Borysthenidas or Borysthenes was founded in 647 or 646 B.C., that
clearly meansthat it had not been a Greek town, but aCimmerian one. A part of
researchersareinclined to localize the town of Borystheneson the Berezan’, but
it doesn’t have any confirmation either in archaeological excavations[11, ¢.10]
or in Homer's description of the Aeae [1, X], that correlates rather well with
archeological findings referring to the archaic period. Thus, it ismost likely to
assume that both towns, to be more exact, settlements, were situated on the
Nikolaev peninsulaand primarily were Cimmerian by their origin and population.

But where precisely could the two Cimmerian towns, pointed out by Homer,
be situated on the present Nikolaev peninsula? There are two probable versions
of location: thefirst one—on theterritory of the yacht club, the second one - on
the territory of the 61 communards shipyard. In 1925 director of Local Lore
museum F.T. Kaminsky and hisfellow worker L.P. Kuznetsov discovered three
Hellenistic burial places at the sr%ot the tram final stop in the Yacht Club. They
were dated as far back asthe 3"~ century B.C. by black-lacquered fragments,
which were found there; the settlement could probably be found near by. It was
not by coincidence, that Herodotuswrote|[9, 1V, 53]: “ Opposite the Temple next
to Hypanis Borystheniteslive” —it perfectly correlates with the situation of the
yacht club opposite the Observatory.

Regarding the second settlement, that was situated on the territory of the
shipyard, 15 years ago research workers of the Local Lore museum |.A. Snytko
and V.1. Nikitin made archaeol ogical excavations, which resultedin finding the
extreme northern Olbian settlement traces[12, on the map-schemeNo.2, settle-
ment 107. Nikolaev, 6]. During the construction of the Administrative buil ding of
the yard a few dozens of square meters of cultural strata were destroyed,
remainders of the ground stony structures, household pits and fragments of
ceramic pipeline (probably, watermain?), similarly to the Olbian one, that give
clear evidence about the signs of urbanization in the cuts of the land found.
Ancient Greek amphorae from different centres of metropalis, kitchen and black-
lacquered table ceramics, fragments of tiles, iron and bone wares constituted
significant part of dishes. On the area of the factory gates a necropolis was
found, in which there were amphorae, black-lacquered dishes, iron kniveswith
bone handles, nails and bronze arrow tips that allowed dating the memorial as
thelVth-11Ird centuriesB.C.

But in both cases of thefirst excavations, naturally, no archaic stratawere
found, in which the remainders of Homer’s towns should be looked for. Prob-
ably, starting from the unique record by Plinius, saying that Borysthenes had
been called Olbiopolis in the ancient times, both towns at first were called
Olbiopolis and Borysthenidas, and a hundred years later one of the towns
changed its name to Olbia, and the second was still called Borysthenes, that is
why in written sources we come across the confusion concerning the names of
Olbia and Borysthenes.
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At last, itisnecessary to refer to the part of the ancient Greek text and the
trangation of that first indication of Borysthenites as a harbour of Borysthenes
in Herodotus, in order to find out the details. Let’swrite out the original text and
its trandlation, borrowed from the book by A.l. Dovatour, D.P. Kallistov, |.A.
Shishova [9, p.107]: “17. an6 tob BopovsOeveitéwv Epmopiov (tobto yap
toV nopodarocciov peoitatov £t Taong g Tkvbing),..” 17. “Fromthe
harbour of Borysthenites (as it is located in the middle of the coast of
Scythians)...” . Let’s only focus our attention on the part of the trandlation in
parentheses, in which Herodotus tries to make an accurate definition of the
location of the harbour and the port of Borysthenites. Considering that the text
reached our times without distortion, the more precise translation would [ook
like: —itislocated not onthe coast anditisin the centre of the whole Scythia.
Two other versions are also possible, but with another shades:

— butitislocated not on the coast, but it is in the centre belonging
to the whole Scythiag;

— itislocated not on the coast and it is in the middle, where the
whole Scythian family is descending from.

Therethe key word isthe verb “¢ot1 ”, which is expressed by the present
tense, single of the word “gipi”, which is translated, in the second version ‘to
belong to’, and in the third — ‘to descend (from)’ [8]. It is clear, that in the
tranglation of that kind there is no place for any versions of the Greek town,
neither in Olbia, nor on the Berezan'. And exactly that division maintains the
theme of the Cimmerian town in Homers' work, aswell asthe division between
the Greek Olbiopolites and the Borysthenes-Scythian ones. The only question
iswho thesetowns belonged to, but not who lived in them. In fact, both Scythians
and Greeks lived in each of these townsfor sure, but in Olbiathe power wasin
the hands of Greeks, whereas in Borysthenes the power was in hands of
Scythians.

And this is not the end. The question arises: why was it the Temple of
Demetrethat had been erected here but not any other one? One of the explana-
tionsisclear — for Scythians-farmers and Greeks that were selling their corn, it
was the closest deity. But why did Homer sail there asto the kingdom of dead,
Hades, and why did hewritethe hymn “To Demetre’ ? May be after hisvisit and
to his honour the Temple of Demetre was erected by Olbiopolites? It isknown
that even 700 years later than the time of Homer, Dion Chrysostomos, after
visited Olbiain 95 A.D., wasliterally shocked by the overall respect for Homer
on behalf of Olbiopolites[4]. It comesfrom Homer’shymn “ To Demetre”, that
she was a goddess of fertility and agriculture, a sister and wife of Zeus, from
whom she gave a birth to Persephone, but Hades kidnapped Persephone and
made her his own wife. Demetre, having turned into an old woman, roamed
around in search of the daughter. She was recognized in one of the houses and
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she, having disclosed her name, ordered to build a temple in her own honour.
When the sad goddess was seated in it in grief about her daughter, the famine
started on the earth, people began perishing, and Zeus ordered Persephone to
come back. Hades gives a pomegranate grain to Persephone to eat so that she
would not forget Hades, the kingdom of the dead. Then she spent 2/3 of the year
with her mother and everything on earth wasin blossom and fruitswereripening.
Persephone dedicated to Hades 1/3 of the year, and then she spent the life on
earth isfading out. So the myth unites Hades with the Demetre Temple by their
location.

It gives grounds to assume that one of the supplementary motives for
Homer to arrange Hades just at the Nikolaev peninsula could be availability of
natural caves, which personified the underground kingdom of Hades. We have
already mentioned the availability of the spacious net of underground pas-
sagesat different levelsin Nikolaev. They still remain unexplored. A number of
them were for sure associated with the foundation of the town in XV1I1 c. (see
my report “My city...” inthe newspaper “ Vecherny Nikolaev”, June 22, 2000).

“The report on investigation of underground tunnels and catacombs in
Nikolaev” written by senior inspector of the engineer office of the Black Sea
Fleet A.V.Alexeyev, in which he partialy described the result of the inspection
of some underground tunnels in 1952-1954[13]. Without enumerating all the
underground passages, | should remark, that there are alot of them and they
crossthecity in different directions and at different depths from 8 to 20 meters
(8.8—22yd), with general extent exceeding hundreds of meters. Alexeyev was
also convinced, that all the cobble-stone lined tunnels had been made during
foundation of the city, and the tunnelsdug in the soil were made, in Alexseyev's
opinion, by ancient Greeks and Turks.

The following evidence made by Alexeyev is invaluable for the above-
indicated thesis. Speaking about Kaminsky’s and Kuznetsov’s archaeol ogical
excavations in the Yacht Club and Hellenistic burial place, he also mentioned
underground passages near the old Varvarovkian bridge, which he managed to
walk asfar as50 yd, and further there was a blockage. According to the evidence
of old residents, that had studied this passage before, it led to the Observatory,
where the Demetre Temple was situated, and * at the distance of 1 km fromthe
entrance they saw under the candle light a big houselike grotto with the notes
written in unfamiliar language on the walls, from which the tunnels went in
different directions'. So, the underground passage went from the Borysthenites
settlement that occupied the territory from the present yacht club up to the
Demetre Temple, under which the underground Grotto-Temple was situated.
The location of the underground passages points out that this grotto had prob-
ably connected ancient Greek settlementsat the Camp Field, the Yacht Club, Sea
Port (the Popov Ravine) and Borysthenes. There are a few entrances to this
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cave. Alexeyev writes, “In September 1953 a big land slide happened in the
yard which is situated near the city’s water tower, near the Observatory.The
area of 30 sguare meters fell through, at the depth of 8-10 meters. Having
investigated the landslide, | found a non-lined tunnel, which led deep into the
direction of the SBug. Dueto thelack of meansthe tunnel was not investigated
any more”.

Thus, the landslide near the Observatory, where the Demetre Temple was
situated, aswell asthegrotto, —all thisevidence, (evenif itis do not confirmed),
till give agrounded hope for discovering ancient Greek cultural memoriasin
the Nikolaev dungeon.

Finally, I’d like to mention that there were two settlements on Nikolaev
peninsula. The proof of it is given by Pompony Mellawho saysthat there were
two townsthere— Ol biopolisand Boristhenidus. We must takeinto consideration
the date of their foundation given by Evthevy —the middle of the 7 c. B.C. They
were Cimmerian towns. Olbiopolismight have been on theterritory of the present
Yacht-club on the bank of the Cocytus (the Southern Bug). But Homer must
have been born in the town of Boristhenidus on the bank of the Styx (the Ingul).
Thereisthefirst Nikolaev shipyard there.

If you'd like to know what those towns on Nikolaev peninsulalooked like
in Homer’s time you may read about it in the verses from XVI11 book of “Iliad”
describing the picture on the Achilles's shield, made by Hephaistos (in this
prosaic text - Vulcan). It must have been the oldest description of the Nikolaev
peninsula.

ILIAD, Book XVI1I

“"Thus did they converse. Meanwhile Thetis came to the house of Vulcan,
imperishable, star-bespangled, fairest of the abodes in heaven, a house of
bronze wrought by the lame god’s own hands. She found him busy with his
bellows, sweating and hard at work, for he was making twenty tripods that
were to stand by the wall of his house, and he set wheels of gold under them all
that they might go of their own selves to the assemblies of the gods, and come
back again- marvels indeed to see. They were finished all but the ears of
cunning workmanship which yet remained to be fixed to them: these he was
now fixing, and he was hammering at the rivets. While he was thus at work
silver-footed Thetis came to the house. Charis, of graceful head-dress, wife to
the far-famed lame god, came towards her as soon as she saw her, and took her
hand in her own, saying, “ Why have you come to our house, Thetis, honoured
and ever welcome- for you do not visit us often? Come inside and let me set
refreshment before you.”

The goddess led the way as she spoke, and bade Thetis sit on a richly
decorated seat inlaid with silver; there was a footstool also under her feet.
Then she called Vulcan and said, “ Vulcan, come here, Thetis wants you” ; and
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the far-famed lame god answered, “ Then it isindeed an august and honoured
goddess who has come here; sheit was that took care of me when | was suffer-
ing from the heavy fall which | had through my cruel mother’s anger- for she
would have got rid of me because | was lame. It would have gone hardly with
me had not Eurynome, daughter of the ever-encircling waters of Oceanus, and
Thetis, taken me to their bosom. Nine years did | stay with them, and many
beautiful works in bronze, brooches, spiral armlets, cups, and chains, did |
make for themin their cave, with the roaring waters of Oceanus foaming as
they rushed ever past it; and no one knew, neither of gods nor men, save only
Thetisand Eurynome who took care of me. If, then, Thetis has cometo my house
I must make her duerequital for having saved me; entertain her, therefore, with
all hospitality, while | put by my bellows and all my tools.”

On this the mighty monster hobbled off from his anvil, his thin legs plying
lustily under him. He set the bellows away fromthe fire, and gathered histools
into a silver chest. Then he took a sponge and washed his face and hands, his
shaggy chest and brawny neck; he donned his shirt, grasped his strong staff,
and limped towards the door. There were golden handmaids also who worked
for him, and were like real young women, with sense and reason, voice also
and strength, and all the learning of the immortals; these busied themselves as
the king bade them, while he drew near to Thetis, seated her upon a goodly
seat, and took her hand in his own, saying, “ Why have you come to our house,
Thetis honoured and ever welcome- for you do not visit us often? Say what you
want, and | will do it for you at onceif | can, and if it can be done at all.”

Thetis wept and answered, “ Vulcan, is there another goddess in Olympus
whom the son of Saturn has been pleased to try with so many afflictions as he
has me? Me alone of the marine goddesses did he make subject to a mortal
husband, Peleus son of Aeacus, and sorely against my will did | submit to the
embraces of one who was but mortal, and who now stays at home worn out
with age. Neither isthisall. Heaven vouchsafed me a son, hero among heroes,
and he shot up as a sapling. | tended him as a plant in a goodly garden and
sent himwith his shipsto Ilius to fight the Trojans, but never shall | welcome
him back to the house of Peleus. So long as he livesto look upon the light of the
sun, he is in heaviness, and though | go to him | cannot help him; King
Agamemnon has made him give up the maiden whom the sons of the Achaeans
had awarded him, and he wastes with sorrow for her sake. Then the Trojans
hemmed the Achaeans in at their ships sterns and would not let them come
forth; the elders, therefore, of the Argives besought Achilles and offered him
great treasure, whereon he refused to bring deliverance to them himself, but
put his own armour on Patroclus and sent him into the fight with much people
after him. All day long they fought by the Scaean gates and would have taken
the city there and then, had not Apollo vouchsafed glory to Hector and slain
thevaliant son of Menoetius after he had done the Trojans much evil. Therefore
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I am suppliant at your knees if haply you may be pleased to provide my son,
whose end is near at hand, with helmet and shield, with goodly greaves fitted
with ankle-clasps, and with a breastplate, for he lost his own when his true
comrade fell at the hands of the Trojans, and he now lies stretched on earth in
the bitterness of his soul.”

And Mulcan answered,” Take heart, and be no more disquieted about this
matter; would that | could hide him from death’s sight when his hour is come,
so surely as | can find him armour that shall amaze the eyes of all who behold
it

When he had so said he left her and went to his bellows, turning them
towards the fire and bidding them do their office. Twenty bellows blew upon
the melting-pots, and they blew blasts of every kind, some fierce to help him
when he had need of them, and others less strong as Vulcan willed it in the
course of hiswork. He threw tough copper into thefire, and tin, with silver and
gold; he set hisgreat anvil on its block, and with one hand grasped his mighty
hammer while he took the tongs in the other.

First he shaped the shield so great and strong, adorning it all over and
binding it round with a gleaming circuit in three layers; and the baldric was
made of silver. He made the shield in five thicknesses, and with many a wonder
did his cunning hand enrich it.

He wrought the earth, the heavens, and the sea; the moon also at her full
and the untiring sun, with all the signs that glorify the face of heaven- the
Pleiads, the Hyads, huge Orion, and the Bear, which men also call the Wain
and which turns round ever in one place, facing. Orion, and alone never dips
into the stream of Oceanus.

Hewrought also two cities, fair to seeand busy with the hum of men. In the
one were weddings and wedding-feasts, and they were going about the city
with brides whom they were escorting by torchlight from their chambers.
Loud rose the cry of Hymen, and the youths danced to the music of flute and
lyre, while the women stood each at her house door to see them.

Meanwhile the people were gathered in assembly, for there was a quarrel,
and two men were wrangling about the blood-money for a man who had been
killed, the one saying before the people that he had paid damagesin full, and
the other that he had not been paid. Each was trying to make his own case
good, and the people took sides, each man backing the side that he had taken;
but the heralds kept them back, and the elders sate on their seats of stonein a
solemn circle, holding the staves which the heralds had put into their hands.
Then they rose and each in histurn gave judgement, and there wer e two talents
laid down, to be given to him whose judgement should be deemed the fairest.

About the other city there lay encamped two hosts in gleaming armour, and
they were divided whether to sack it, or to spare it and accept the half of what
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it contained. But the men of the city would not yet consent, and armed them-
selvesfor a surprise; their wives and little children kept guard upon the walls,
and with them were the men who were past fighting through age; but the
others sallied forth with Mars and Pallas Minerva at their head- both of them
wrought in gold and clad in golden raiment, great and fair with their armour
as befitting gods, while they that followed were smaller. When they reached the
place where they would lay their ambush, it was on a riverbed to which live
stock of all kindswould come from far and near to water; here, then, they lay
concealed, clad in full armour. Some way off them there were two scouts who
were on the look-out for the coming of sheep or cattle, which presently came,
followed by two shepherds who were playing on their pipes, and had not so
much as a thought of danger. When those who were in ambush saw this, they
cut off the flocks and herds and killed the shepherds. Meanwhile the besiegers,
when they heard much noise among the cattle as they sat in council, sprang to
their horses, and made with all speed towards them; when they reached them
they set battle in array by the banks of the river, and the hosts aimed their
bronze-shod spears at one another. With them were Strife and Riot, and fell
Fate who was dragging three men after her, one with a fresh wound, and the
other unwounded, while the third was dead, and she was dragging him along
by hisheel: and her robe was bedrabbled in men’s blood. They went in and out
with one another and fought as though they were living people haling away
one another’s dead.

He wrought also a fair fallow field, large and thrice ploughed already.
Many men were working at the plough within it, turning their oxen to and for,
furrow after furrow. Each time that they turned on reaching the headland a
man would come up to them and give them a cup of wine, and they would go
back to their furrows looking forward to the time when they should again
reach the headland. The part that they had ploughed was dark behind them,
so that the field, though it was of gold, still looked as if it were being ploughed-
very curious to behold.

He wrought also a field of harvest corn, and the reapers were reaping with
sharp sickles in their hands. Swathe after swathe fell to the ground in a straight
line behind them, and the binders bound them in bands of twisted straw. There
were three binders, and behind them there were boys who gathered the cut
corn in armfuls and kept on bringing them to be bound: among them all the
owner of the land stood by in silence and was glad. The servants were getting
a meal ready under an oak, for they had sacrificed a great ox, and were busy
cutting him up, while the women were making a porridge of much white barley
for the labourers’ dinner.

He wrought also a vineyard, golden and fair to see, and the vines were
loaded with grapes. The bunches overhead were black, but the vines were
trained on poles of silver. He ran a ditch of dark metal all round it, and fenced
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it with a fence of tin; there was only one path to it, and by this the vintages went
when they would gather the vintage. Youths and maidens all blithe and full of
glee, carried the luscious fruit in plaited baskets; and with them there went a
boy who made sweet music with his lyre, and sang the Linus-song with his
clear boyish voice.

Hewrought also a herd of homed cattle. He made the cows of gold and tin,
and they lowed as they came full speed out of the yardsto go and feed among
the waving reeds that grow by the banks of the river. Along with the cattle
there went four shepherds, all of themin gold, and their nine fleet dogs went
with them. Two terrible lions had fastened on a bellowing bull that was with
the foremost cows, and bellow as he might they haled him, while the dogs and
men gave chase: the lions tore through the bull’s thick hide and were gorging
on his blood and bowels, but the herdsmen were afraid to do anything, and
only hounded on their dogs; the dogs dared not fasten on the lions but stood
by barking and keeping out of harm's way.

The god wrought also a pasturein a fair mountain dell, and large flock of
sheep, with a homestead and huts, and sheltered sheepfolds.

Furthermore he wrought a green, like that which Daedalus once made in
Cnossus for lovely Ariadne. Hereon there danced youths and maidens whom
all would woo, with their hands on one another’s wrists. The maidens wore
robes of light linen, and the youths well woven shirts that were slightly oiled.
The girls were crowned with garlands, while the young men had daggers of
gold that hung by silver baldrics; sometimes they would dance deftly in aring
with merry twinkling feet, as it were a potter sitting at his work and making
trial of hiswheel to see whether it will run, and sometimes they would go all in
line with one another, and much people was gathered joyously about the
green. There was a bard also to sing to them and play his lyre, while two
tumblers went about performing in the midst of them when the man struck up
with his tune.

All round the outermost rim of the shield he set the mighty stream of the
river Oceanus.

Then when  he had fashioned the shield so great and strong, he made a
breastplate also that shone brighter than fire. He made helmet, closefitting to
the brow, and richly worked, with a golden plume overhanging it; and he
made graves also of beaten tin.

Lastly, when the famed lame god had made all the armour, he took it and set
it before the mother of Achilles; whereon she darted like a falcon from the
snowy summits of Olympus and bore away the gleaming armour from the house
of Vulcan”.

The key moment to identify two townies, described by Homer is the river
Oceanus which islocated at the top of the shield, i.e. to the north of Nikolagv
peninsula. It wasmentioned beforethat theriver Ingul which Homer called the
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Styx, washing Nikolaev peninsula from the North, was considered at that
time the tributary of the Oceanus, i.e. the Dnieper now or the Borysthenes. It is
known from mythology that the Oceanus washed the boarders between the
world of Lifeand Death on theterritory of Nikolaev peninsula. The above-given
description can be applied to this peninsula.

According to it we know that it was there where Hephaistos (Vulcan) had
been hiding Thetisand Eurynomefor nineyearsfrom Hera sanger. Thelinethat
“All round the outermost rim of the shield he set the mighty stream of theriver Oceanus’
indicates that the land was a peninsula. It’s clear that one of the towns was on
theterritory of the present Yacht-club. It was a happy Olbiopolis. Weddingswe
held there. The brides were described. Evenin Homer’stimesit was atown of
fiances. Anditisnot occasionally that one of the most beautiful women of Grace
—Helene the Splendid lived there. It is because of her the Trojan War had been
waged and Troy had been burnt! The second town Borysthenuswas surrounded
by two armies and was situated near the rush river (It must betheterritory of the
shipbuilding yard). It is possible that two strong armies mentioned isthe echo of
the battle between the Cimmerian |eaders, described by Herodotus. That’swhy
Homer located Hades there. The indication to the noisy and roaring rivers can
be explained by the fact that at that time the level of the Black Sea was much
lower (at last 5-7 yd). And the running water speed was higher than today.

Plan of Hippolaus cape, ancient towns and underground passages (- - - -)
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2.ONTHE PROBLEM OF HERODOTUS SHYLAEA
RESTORATION

agf aving visited Scythiain 450 B.C., Herodotus wrote there astory about

% MI_ ¥ three Cimmerian-Scythian centres— Hippolaus, Hylaea, Exampaeus,
| localization of which still risesvarious speculations. In the“History”

{ in connection with the stay of Heracles there, at snakelike girl’s,

Herodotusfirst mentioned Hylaeaand itslocalization in Scythiawasgivenin 18,

19, 54, 55 and 76 articles. But precise definition of Hylaealocation isimpeded

with the correct determination of the fact which of up-to-date rivers can be

identified as the rivers of the Panticapes, the Hypacyris and the Gerrhus. The

original text, itstranslation and also the survey of the discussion and literature

to this question can be found in the book of A.I. Dovatour and others[19]. The

majority of researchers, guided by the order of the rivers enumeration by

Herodotus, considered these rivers to be located between the Dnieper and the

Don. Hereisthe order, in which the father of history enumeratestherivers:

the Ister —the Danube;

the Tiras— the Dniester;

the Hypanis — the Southern Bug;

the Panticapes - 7,

the Hypacyris - ?;

the Gerrhus- ?;

the Tanais —the Don.

It is clear from that list that Herodotus enumerated the biggest riversin
Scythia. The Gerrhusfallsout of the rule because of itslocation next to Scythian
graves. It is aso important that all five biggest rivers, identification of which
makes no difficulty, run into the Black and the Azov Seas. Herodotus writes
about the Panticapesthat the river runsinto Hylaea, and through it is connected
with Borysthenes, but not with the Sea [9, IV]: “54. It is enough about these
rivers. Next in succession comesthefifth river, called the Panticapes, which has,
aswell as Borysthenes, a course from north to south, and risesfrom alake. The
Scythians who are engaged in husbandry occupy the space between this
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river and the Borysthenes. After watering their country, the Panticapes flows
through Hylaea, and empties itself into the Borysthenes’. Herodotus wrote
about the Gerrhusthat it was the river bed of the Dnieper, which then branches
fromit and flowsinto the Hypacyris, but not intothesea[9, IV]: “The seventh
river isthe Gerrhus, which branches off from the Borysthenes at the point in that
country, up towhich therriver bed of the Borysthenesis unknown. It branches
off in this country and the name is similar to the country itself — Gerrhus. This
river along its passage towards the sea detaches the country of the Nomadic
fromthat of the Tsarsky Scythians. It flows[9, 1V] into the Hypacyris®. | would
like to notice that here interpreters ‘made’ the Hypacyris flow into the sea,
probably, taking into account the previous phrase, that the Gerrhus runs to-
wards the sea through the Hypacyris [9, IV]: “55. The sixth stream is the
Hypacyris, ariver rising from alake, and running directly through the middle of
the Nomadic Scythian territory, flowsinto the sea(?) near the city of Carcinitis,
leaving Hylaea and the course of Achilles’ race on theright”.

Meanwhile, stated above allows us to speak with certainty about the terri-
tory of Hylaea, which is located at the Kinburn Spit and at the Tendra. In
connection with that many researchers considered that the demand to leave
Hylaea and Achilles race on the right (Tendra spit) can satisfy the situation for
therivers, that flow into the Black Sea and situated between the left bank of the
Dnieper and the Don. Actualy, if, following N.I. Nadezhdin [14], we consider
Hypacyris to be the Ingulets, looking at the map we can get convinced that it
flows into the Dnieper at the right bank and also has Hylaea on the right. Now
we can turn to the order of Scythian rivers in Herodotus' enumeration and
assume that all three unidentified rivers till today, Panticapes, Hypacyris and
Gerrhus, enumerated after the Hypanis and the Borysthenes only because they
don’t flow into the Black Sea directly, but are tributaries to these rivers. In that
case, the Panticapes can be identified with the Ingul, and, consequently, the
borders of the territory of Hylaea should be extended from the Kinburn Spit to
the peninsula, where Nikolaev is now situated, and where Homer located the
grove of Persephone and Hades with asphodel meadow, because the Panticapes
flew into it exactly there, and only then it was connected with the Borysthenes-
Dnieper (and it also corresponds to the reality). Besides, Herodotus by no means
could leave over such big rivers asthe Ingul and the Ingulets. But in this case an
explanation of another mentioning by Herodotus of the Panticapes should be
given [9, IV]: “18. Across the Borysthenes, the first country after you leave the
coast is Hylaea (the Woodland). Above this dwell Scythian Husbandmen, whom
the Greeks living near the Hypanis call Borysthenites, while they call them-
selves Olbiopolites. These Husbandmen live on the territory that extends east-
ward at a distance of three days’ journey to the river bearing the name of
Panticapes, while northward the country is theirs for eleven days sail up the
course of the Borysthenes’.
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Judging from the contents, here Herodotus determined the distance be-
tween the Borysthenes-Dnieper and the Panticapes, which we offer to identify
withthelngul, asthree-day journey, i.e. approximately 60 km, asthe majority of
the researchers consider. This distance exactly corresponds to the distance
between the present cities of Nikolaev and Kherson. Also we would like to
notice, that the land in the area of the Hypanis—the S.Bug and the Panticapes-
Ingul was inhabited with Scythian farmers that were called Borysthenites, i.e.
citizens of the settlements near the town of Borysthenes, which was situated on
the territory of Nikolaev and governed by Scythians (see theses “Nikolaev as
Homer’s Hades and Herodotus' Hippolaus’). Thus, the widely spread now
concept concerning the fact that the Panticapes correspondsto the Konkariver,
which ran aong theright bank of the Dnieper and flew intoit not far from Golaya
Pristan’ before the creation of the Kakhovsky water reservoir, should berevised.
And the distance between the Konka riverbed, which still remains lower the
Kakhovskaya Hydro Power Plant, and the Dnieper isless than 1 km away, so
which three-day journey could we speak about?

Finally, the assumption made allows usto definethelocation of the Gerrhus
and the area of the Tsarsky Scythian graves, which were situated next to it. As
it was mentioned before, the Gerrhus had its source from the Borysthenes-
Dnieper and flew into the Hypacyris. Certainly, it is another evidence that this
situation was naturally created or just along that way one could easily pass
round rapids in the times of Herodotus and it also could give Herodotus the
grounds for saying about the outflow of the Gerrhus from the Borysthenes-
Dnieper. Thus, the country of Gerrhus, where the Tsarsky Scythian graveswere
situated, was located between the bend of the Ingulets and the Dnieper. This
assumption finds its proof in the presence of a great number of archeological
memorials and in the concentration of Scythian barrows just in this area [16,
Map of Scythian burial placesV1I-V B.C.]. It isaso confirmed by Herodotus
evaluation of the number of days of the voyage to the Gerrhus River as 40 days
and 11 daysvoyageto the border residence of Scythians-farmers[9, 1V, 18, 53].
And so far asthe Gerrh country extended from the border of Scythians-farmers
to Gerrhus river, then this is the area within which the country of Gerrhus was
situated. Taking into consideration that the distance is 216 ml, as far as
Dneprodzerzhinsk, where from the Gerrhus ran out, along the Dnieper from its
mouth, then it can be defined that Herodotus evaluated the sail speed against
the powerful stream of Borysthenesas 5,4 ml aday. It givesusan opportunity to
establish borders of Scythians-farmers from the Borysthenes mouth at the dis-
tance of 60 ml upstream, wherethetown of Berislav issituated now. It should be
also noted that Belozersky site of ancient settlement, which islocated next to
Kherson [16, p.52, 140, 141], can be identified as Carcinitidanear the place of
confluence of the Hypacyris-Ingulets and the Dnieper-Borysthenes.
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Another argument should be givenin favour of correctness of determining
the Ingulets asthe Hypacyris. Herodotus interpreted the Hypacyris in Greek as
‘“Yrakopig or ‘ Yréxvpwy and it could be regarded as a compound word
consisting of thetwo: thefirst one has many meaningsin Eolisky dialect, one of
them being ‘ Yné="Yno- ‘under the ground or gone, the dead’; another one
Kkopro.is‘domination, power’ and may be‘akingdom’ or kbopuogis‘Lord, host,
custodian, guardian’. [8] Thus, Hypacyris should be trand ated as ‘ the kingdom
of the dead men’ or ‘the keeper of the dead men’. The name of Carcinitida, in
trandationis, obviously, the Carian people settlement, which had no connection
with the Gerrhus region. But, assuming that the name of the town was not
originaly written as Kepkwitwy, but as Kepkwituy, i.e. in this case the name
Carcinitidacan beinterpreted asthe settlement of Kerr, the goddesses of misery
and death, of Nicta's(Night's) children that bring misfortune and death to people,
i.e. thetowns of Carcinitidaand Cercinitida are to be distinguished.

In conclusion, | would liketo call your attention to another circum-stance,
which would probably help usto avoid along search of the Panticapes and the
Hypacyrislocations, provide we do not addressthe original text and itstransla-
tion. Although | do not consider myself to be a speciaist in the Old Greek
language, I'd like to draw your attention to correctness of the beginning of the
articletrandation[9, IV] 54: “tatte pév 16 Gro To0T@V TOV TOTAPOV, PETd 6
TOVTOVG TEPTTOG TOTAPOS dAhog T ovvopa [Mavtikanng.” In the above-
indicated book of A.l. Dovatur and others|[9, 1V, 54]: “It is enough about these
rivers. And after themthereisanother river, thefifth one, called the Panticapes’.
| presumethat first of all, herethe commaisalater insertion, which allowed to
separate two sentences from one in the translation. And, secondly, there are no
words, which could allow trandating: “And after them...”. Taking into account
above-indicated, the translation can be as follows: “ And between these rivers
(the af ore-mentioned rivers. the Hypanis (the S. Bug) and the Borysthenes (the
Dnieper)) thereisanother river, thefifth one, called the Panticapes’ . Theword
‘between’ - petd ispresent here.

It won't be in vane to draw our attention to the translation of the river
name,- the Panticapes,- from Old Greek. | haveto remind you that | had already
interpreted the transl ation of theriver name Y-méviog—the Hypanisas' devoted
to Pan’. To be more precise, only the biggest part of the word ITavioghas a
precise translation — * devoted to Pan’, prefix Y (epsilon) is an interjection ex-
pressing ‘aloud sniffing’ or ‘inhaling’, as a jocular sound imitation. In other
words, the jocular tranglation of theriver name, as ‘ having the smell of Pan’, is
also possible. So, the river name Iav-ti-kanng is also connected with Pan’s
name and consists of three parts, the first one Ilav denotes the name * Pan’, the
second tuistranslated as ‘whose’ and the third karn isrelayed as ' creche’ [8].
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Thus, the name of the Panticapes should be translated as ‘ Pan’s creche’.
And since both rivers, devoted to Pan, merge near the peninsul a, where Nikolaev
is situated now, so we could consider, with full responsibility, the Hippolaus
cape, to be the creche and the cradle of Pan. In fact, Pan isvery likely to be the
first Scythian king after the Cimmerians. Anyway, it is just another argument
that the Hypanis-S.Bug and the Panticapes-Ingul had one common source of
naming because of the junction at the place, where Pan lived. Etymology of
theseriver names should belooked for in the Greek-Cimmerian-Scythian myths
and also in the history of Hylaea.

In Greek mythology Panisadeity of herds, woodsand fields, aprotector of
the herdsmen, goats and sheep, aforest demon. After that it becomes clear why
he was born in Hylaea, but thisis not all. Pan isason of the nymph Driopa and
Hermes. Driopa was shocked when she saw her son too hairy and bearded.
However, Hermes and Olympus gods were cheered up by his appearance, asit
follows from Homer’s hymns, and they gave the child the name of Pan, i.e. the
one that pleased everybody. The word Iav is translated from Greek as ‘all’.
Exactly heisdepicted in these myths asthe goat-legged, with goat’s horns, and
covered with hair. Heisfamousfor his addiction to wine and cheerfulness. Pan
is full of passionate love and chasing nymphs. Pan was one of the Olympus
gods. He helped Zeus in his struggle against Titans. In the ancient philosophy
Pan is depicted as a deity that unites everything. Pan was born in Arcadia and
consequently was particularly respected where the sacred mountain Pan was
situated [16]. It gives us one more argument for the fact that Pan wasborn onthe
Nikolaev peninsula. | have already mentioned my assumption concerning his-
tory of the origin of the name of Borysthenes, which islocated on the peninsula,
asthe North Pheneus, after the name of thetown in Arcadia. And the peninsula
form, which is lion-shaped or bear-shaped on the plan, gave the impact for it.
The shape has found its reflection in the astral myth about the Ursa Major and
Ursa Minor mentioning the name of Arcas, more likely Homer was its author,
who was born and lived on the peninsula, in Hylaea, and visited Borysthenes,
asaCimmeriantownin his® Odyssey”, many times. So, bornin Hylaea, Panisa
Cimmerian-Scythian version of the myth about Pan. However, if Homer was
Cimmerian, the fact we have to get accustomed with, everything should be
considered vice versafor the sake of abjectivity. One more hypothesis can be
assumed about Pan and Priapus relationship which also ascends to another
interpretation of Nikolaev peninsulaoutlook, and thisversion could also be the
reason to consider the Hippolaus cape (Nikolaev city) as Pan’s motherland.

Hylaeain trandation from Old Greek means‘woody’ and isidentified
with theforestry oasisin the Scythian steppein thear ea of the Dnieper-Bug
estuary. Theterritory of Hylaea, obviously, covered the areafrom Berezan’
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Iland to Nikolaev, theKinburn Spit and the Tendraldand. Therewere
steppestotheNorth. Additional evidence of correctness of the given definition
of Hylaea whereabouts on the Hippolaus cape and the Gerrhus river could be
found in “ The geographical guidance” of Claudius Ptolemaues (in the Svida's
testimony he was a contemporary of Marcus Aurelius, that governed in 161-
180) [4, VDI.—No. 2. —1948. — pp.460-461]. In spite of the erroneous absolute
evaluation of the latitude and longitude due to inaccurate astronomic determi-
nation of co-ordinates, we can use differential evaluations, which givedirection
and distance between geographical objects:

Longitude Latitude

2. The mouth of the Borysthenes  57°30° —  48° 30’
The mouth of the Hypanis 58° —  48°30
The Gecata grove, cape 58°30' - 47°30

4. This side of Sarmatia has such description: after the isthmus, which is
near the Carcinitida river, near the Moetysky lake ... the mouth of the Gerrhus
river isfound 61° —  49°50

We should note at once, that Ptolemaues pointed the mouth of the Hypanis
not to the West asit actually is, but erroneously, to ahalf degreeto the East from
the Borysthenes mouth (V.V. Latyshev noticed this fact in his translation).
Gecata's grove, as asacred place, dedicated to Achilles, is mentioned in
Strabo.

In this case Homer’s Persephone Grove on the Hippolaus cape (today
Nikolaev) isimplied by the Gecata' sgrove, but even in thisinstance Ptolemaues
made a mistake also in the latitude, having made correction by 1° to the wrong
side (it would be correct to write 49°30"), because for Hylaea, which is situated
on the Kinburn Spit, there should not be any differencesin the latitude with the
mouths of the Borysthenes and the Hypanis, which interflow there. Asfor the
differencesin thelongitude between the Gerrhus mouth and Gecata'sgrove on
the Hippolaus cape, there isalso adifferencein the longitude and latitude, and
their directions quite correspond to the real location of Nikolaev and
Dneprodzerzhinsk, that is confirmed by the identity of the Gerrhus with the
Sacsagan.

Now let’s pay attention to the research of mythological information about
Hylaea. At once we should note that just ascertained location of the Gecata's
grove on the Hippolaus cape is not casual and explains why it was here in
Gecata's grove (Persephone’s grove by Homer) and on the place of Hades that
Demetre’'s Temple was built exactly here, as Herodotus wrote about it.
Persephone was the daughter of Demetre and the wife of Hades and so the
location of Demetre'stemple, noted by Herodotus, isquitejustified. Gecatawas
agoddess of gloom, nightmares and charms in the Old Greek mythology. She
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was a daughter of Titanids Perseus and Asteria, and she received the power
over the destiny of the Sea and the Earth from Zeus, Uranos gave her a gift of
great power. She patronizes hunting, shepherds' work, horse breeding, public
affairs (disputes in the court, social meetings, competitions), protects children
and youth, helpsloverswho wereleft. The night scary goddess with the flaming
torch in the hands and snakes in the hair, Gecata is the goddess of witchcraft,
whom people ask to help by means of special secret manipulations. Sheisthe
gloom, and sheis also the Moon goddess close to Selena and Artemida, sheis
a huntress too, but her hunting is gloomy night hunting among the deceased,
graves and phantoms of the underground world [16]. It is because of this that
Gecatais closeto Demetre —the life force of the Earth, and to Persephone—an
embodiment of the underground world. And we are obliged to the Homer’s
hymns for these myths, which inhabited his native country Hylaea and the
groves of Gecata with all these creatures. After that it is getting clear why
exactly here, in Gecatagrove, Demetre’s Templewas built on the Hypanis cape,
asasymbol, uniting the underground world of Persephone, Demetre' s daughter,
with her mother, embodying thelifeforce of the Earth.

It isworth paying attention to one more possible origin genealogy of the
name‘Hylaed , i.e. thefirst indication of its name as connected with the name of
Gil. Itisknown [16], that Gil wasthe son of Heraclesand Delanira(other versions
are connected with nymph Melissa or Lydian princess Omphale) as well as
Scyth’'s, who was the son of Heracles and the snake- like girl (Amazon), in
accord with the Greek version of the myth about the origin of Herodotus
Scythians. Thethingisthat both Scyth and Gil were born after Heracles' fulfill-
ment of hislast, twelfth deed, when he wasto bring Cerberusfrom Hades. Since
we have identified Hylaeawith Hades before, then Heracleswas exactly in the
place.

It is known that while visiting Hades Heracles met Meleagrus that asked
himto marry hissister Deianira. During thefight with Achelous, the god of river,
Heraclesdefeated him and got Delanira. And because Hylaeawas considered to
be situated in the place where Hades had been located since archaic times,
wherethefirst Heracles' son Gil wasbornfrom Deianira, so at first thisland was
called Hylaea, i.e. the land of Gil. And only then the myth about the birth of
Scyth appeared, as a derivation, and it just repeated the former. So we can
suppose that the snake-like girl Circeand Deianira, aswell as Gil and Scyth are
the same two characters. The latter isproved at least by the fact that Scyth was
born from Heracles in the cave of the snake-like girl, perhaps on the Nikolaev
peninsula of Hylaea, where there are natural caves (seethesis 1).

Besides, it should be added that the myth clarifies the fact that Deianira
was endowed with the features, which were habitual for Amazons; she had a
perfect command of arms, could handle horsesand achariot [16]. Similarly Circe,
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as she was Scythian queen and Amazon, had a good command of all thesy
things either. Unfortunately, we can’t determine the genuine name of Circe.
Since there is nothing occasional in Homer’sworks, let’sturn to decoding the
nameof Deianira. In Greek it waswritten as Aniaveipa and wasformed fromtwo
words by Homer:Aniog - ‘fatal, deadly’, and veipa- ‘ the lower part of the stom-
ach [8]. Thus, Homer’s Deianirais nothing else, but the name of a snake-like
girl, or asHerodotuswrote[4, IV, 9]: “where hefound in acave astrange being,
between amaiden and a echidna, whose form from the waist upwards was like
that of awoman, whileall below waslikeasnake’. Thus, it can be stated that the
origina nameof CircewasDeianira. In Greek thename Circe- Kipka -issimilar to
theword - kipkog - ‘hawk’ or ‘ring’, and kipkow - ‘to surround with aring, put
in irons’. And these epithets constitute the best description of Circe — as
Eratosthenesfairly said —“Homer never casts epithetsin vain’[8].

It follows from the notes of Herodotus that Hylaea played the role of the
ritual centre of Scythians, probably it was considered the cultural centre and
eventhe Tsarsky (hereinafter Royal) place when therewereno towns. It was not
casual that Olbiahad been built ajacently to it, because as Herodotus wrote [4,
1V, 46]: “ The Euxine sea, where Darius now went to war, has nations dwelling
around it, with one exception of Scythians, more unpolished than those of any
other region that we know of . For, setting aside Anacharsisand Scythian people,
thereisnot within thisregion asingle nation which can be put forward ashaving
any claims to wisdom, or which has produced a single person of any high
repute.”

The archaeological researches of more than 100 burial memorials of the
archaic Scythiaof the North Black Seacoast of VII-V B.C. witness exactly the
formation of Scythian centre around Hylaea and about the establishment of the
close cultural and economical relations with the antique town-colonies, in par-
ticular, with Olbiaand Bosporus[17]. The most fruitful excavationsof Scythian
Tsarsky barrows (Chertomlik, Soloha, Haymanova and Tovsta graves) and
Kamensky town of the ancient settlement are located near Hylaea. The
continuation of the theme Hylaea-Hades finds its support in the survey of the
archaeological excavations in this place, which can be found in the collected
volumes of Archaeology of the USSR [15, 18]. No wonder that any Greek or
Scythian memorials could be hardly founded exactly inthe archaic timesjust on
the Kinburn part of Hylaea, but near Olbiathey are counted by hundreds. What
could have caused it? | do not think that it was caused by the lack of digging.
More likely they made excavations but found nothing. If Hylaea was Hades, to
be moreexact Tartarus, for Greeks, i.e. themost distant part of Hades, then, what
could it befor Scythians?

Nothing is said about the name of the place where the sacred gold was held
and where it was annually delighted with sacrifice in Scythian version of the
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myth about Targitaus[4, IV, 5](itisquitealliterativewith Tartarus!). In the Greek
version of themyth[4, 1V, 8] it was stated that Scythiansled their origin fromthe
place in Hylaea where Scyth was born. Thus, it won’'t be a big mistake to sup-
pose that it is the Kinburn part of Hylaea that was the place where the sacred
gold, which had fallen from the Sky, was kept, and exactly here the sacrifices
were made. On thisoccasion Greekswere not actually ableto settle down onthe
left bank of the Borysthenes, where Hylaea was situated, because it was the
sacred place of Cimmeriansand Scythians.

Having aimed at finding out what Hylaea meant for Scythians, we would
like to turn to the legend about the origin of Scythians in the “History” of
Herodotus [4, IV, 11, 12], from which it follows that this novel about Scythian
origin was common for aborigines and colonists, i.e. it was a universally
recognized fact in history. Since that time, when Herodotus came to Olbiain the
middle of the fifth century B.C., where he heard that and wrote down, no less
than 2 centuries had elapsed. So, as researchers presume, the location of the
barrow near the Tiras-Dniester was not exactly determined. It is known that the
campaign of the Cimmeriansin Asiawas quite long, and their return was quite
dramatic. Probably, exactly that moment was the reason for the inner fight be-
tween Cimmerian chiefs-priests, and their burial with the ritual gold things be-
came the sacred act, the starting-point for the foundation of Scythian culture
here. To be more precise, that fight, which took place between Cimmerians after
their return from Asia, could take place just in the middle of the VII B.C. on the
Nikolaev part of Hylaea or on the Kinburn one. Both places are peninsulas and
there were no way to escape from them, so we cannot exclude the possibility
that one of the peninsulas could be dug up across with ditches to impede the
retreat. This fratricidal battle, as far as | understand, became that boundary,
which historically put an end to the Cimmerian period in Scythian history. Prob-
ably, just that battle was the prototype for Homer when he was creating the myth
about Hades, and also for Titano- and Gigantomachia. Probably, just since then
the Cimmerian descendantsthat lived in Hylaea started to call themselves Tsarsky
(Royal) Scythians.

Finally, since all three novels were mentioned by Herodotus together, the
sacred burial place was likely situated on the Kinburn part of Hylaea, which was
considered to be Tartarus, the distant part of Hades-Hylaea, actually Hades with
asphodel meadow (Elysium fields) was considered to be the cape of Hippolaus-
Nikolaev. It means that Titanids-Cimmerians there should be buried, on whose
graves Scythians annually made sacrifices, and also, as Herodotus wrote [4, 1V,
71], “... gold bowls were put down into the Tsarsky graves, - and they do not
use silver and copper absolutely”. Consequently, the Kinburn part of Hylaea
was obviously sacred, Cimmerian ritual 1and, connected with their historic origin,
which was probably built onthegrave of thefirst Cimmerian chief-priest Targitaus,

35



where the gold plough with yoke, double-edged axe and bowl had been put in.
Tsar-priest was responsible for its safety. On that ground it was forbidden not
only to bury somebody else, but even a mere presence of heterodoxies — that
explains why Anaharsis was killed here and only tsar-priest could do it, whose
role was represented by his brother Savliusthen. But, obvioudly, all theserituals
were observed only in archaic times, but when Herodotus came to Olbia, the
attitude towards the Kinburn part of Hylaea as a sacred Cimmerian place, had
been aready lost, that's why Scythians knew little about it.

Thus, in accord with Homer and Herodotus, Hades and Hylaea included
the Kinburn Spit, the Hippolaus cape (Nikolaev today), island Aeae (Berezan'),
but the list is not completed here. M.V. Skrzhinskaya paid attention to other two
objects in the book [19] — the Levka (Zmeiny island), where the souls of the
Homer’s brother and sister, Achilles and Helen the Beautiful, were reposed, and
to Achilles Running or Drome (the Tendra), which should be included into this
list, too. And | would like to show you from “ The Atlas of the Black Sea” by E.
Manganary, which was created at the beginning of the X1X century, the view of
the Aeolus island or Phedonisi ( the Zmeiny), and also of the Aeae (Berezan'),
where it is shown with dotted line what this island could look like being a
peninsula. In the times of Homer the ancient Greeks identified peninsulas as
islands.

Theisland of Aeolus The peninsula of Aeae (- - -)
(Today it istheisland of Zmeiny ) (Today it istheisland of Berezan’)
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3.ABOUT HERODOTUS EXAMPAEUSAND
THEVICTORY OF SCYTHSOVER DARIUS

9 neof Scythian cultural centreswas, as Herodotus wrote, Exampageus,
2\ butitisnot yet clear, what its purpose was and, what ismoreimportant,
(¢ what connection with Scythian victory over Dariusit had had. There
& is wide literature concerni ng the determination of the time and pur-

poses of Darius campaign to Scythia, from which it follows that
probably it occurredin514-512 B.C. [9].

Speaking about historic situation on the eve of Darius' campaign, we can
note that, actually, no unified state existed there. Asfor Herodotus mentioning
Ariantas, asa Scythian king, opinions of scientists differ. Some consider him to
be a mythical person, but | am convinced that he was a real personality, who
inherited the kingdom, probably, even from Idanthyrsus, and who continued
his cause having made a community bow! by joined efforts, as a memorial of
Scythian unity and as a symbol of the victory over Darius.

As far as Exampaeus locality and a bitter source are concerned, the total
entity of the information referred to by Herodotus implies that, more likely,
Exampaeus as locality was situated in the area between the present towns of
Yuzhnoukrainsk and Voznesensk. Therefore, the most appropriate claimant to be
asmall bitter source, which made water of Hypanis bitter, as Herodotus wrote,
was a small river Tashlik, now converted into Tashlik pond-cooler of the
Yuzhnoukrainsk nuclear power station. As archaeologists indicated, flooding of
the pond was so fast that there was no time for excavating three Scythian settle-
ments on its bottom. Who knows, may be the bowl mentioned by Herodotus
was buried exactly here. Just here the name“ Sacred ways”, asthe place of ritual
sanctuary, finds its support. From the note given by the Institute of Archaeology
of the Academy of Science of USSR N0.36, dated 26.09.1988, it followsthat there
is an ancient sanctuary literally next to the Tashlik reservoir in the grove
“Kremenchug”, prepared for the flooding by the Alexandrean reservoir. Ac-
cording to the solution of the Nikolaev Regional Council No. 27 of 18.03.94, the
Regional landscape park “ Granite-steppe Pobuzhye” was created, which occu-
pies the area of 63.2 square km, along the distance of 40 km, from Migiyato
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Alexandrovka, and it is quite possible that Exampaeus was partially situ-
ated within its boundaries. What is more, on the territory of the park 98
archaeological memorials were found, and also the historic memorial Bugo-
Gardovskaya Palanka of Zaporozhsky Nyzovoy Army of Zaporozhskaya Sech.

Asfor the bitter water in the Hypanis (in Homer’s—the Cocytus—theriver
of weeping), itisclear, that no source (Exampaeusin Herodotus') could makeit
bitter. Moreoftenitissupposed that seawater isimplied here, but | am convinced
that constant salination of the Southern Bug is invoked by some other, more
fundamental reasons. Geologists consider that tracks of the ancient Euxinian
salty basin, which united the basins of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea
before, aresituated onthe smallest depth, only 20m [20, ¢.45] in Nikolaev region.
Itisthis, that explainsthe bitter taste of the Southern Bug water, as well asthe
bitter taste of the majority of the brooks, including the Tashlyk. | would like to
remark, that thisargument absolutely excludesthe arguments of the researchers
that placed Exampaeus behind the boundaries of the Nikolaev region [9].

Copper potsand bowls, obviously, played abig rolein thelife of Scythians.
Practically al thebarrows (Soloha, Chertomlyk, Chastiye barrows, Tovsta Mohyla
and others), where the golden jewellery, bowls and amphorae were found,
comprised copper or bronze boilers. The vast data, which archaeol ogists have
already got, allow usto estimate approximate number of Scythiansat thetime of
manufacturing of the sacred bow! of Exampaeus, which Herodotus saw himself.
Similar attempt had been made before, which is described in M.V. Agbunov’s
book [21, ¢.41-42], but it hadn’t been a success. | presume, the weight of the
bowl! was overestimated and the weight of the arrows was underestimated in it.
The weak point of the calculations is the size of the amphora implied by
Herodotus, when he wrote that the sacred Scythian bow! had contained 600
amphorae. In case those amphorae were for carrying water, then their volume
should not be morethan 0,29-0,36 cubic ft, i.e. it was approximately the volume
of apresent pail, and the amphoraitself did not weigh so little. Really, general-
ized average size of the basic shapes of amphorae, widespread in OlbiainV B.C.,,
is given in the book [22, c.41]; it ailmost always contained this volume. It is
known that there were no common measuring standards, including volume, for
all ancient Greece. Thus, thetotal volume of the bowl! could not exceed V=6.3-7,9
cubic yd. Hence, having in view the fact that almost all Scythian bowls looked
like having abit truncated sphere, taking into account any volume value, it can
be determined by theformulaVV=3,9XR3 , which givestheresult that the diam-
eter of such abow! did not exceed 2.34-2.5 yd. Further, theweight of such abowl
can be approximately determined according to the assumption that itsthickness
didn't exceed 4in. Herodotuswrote that its thickness equalled 6 fingers, prob-
ably, implying real fingers, but not the measure that had existed at that time.
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Accounting the given specific gravity, the tonnage of such abowl should
be about 11-13t. Practically, Scythian copper and bronze arrows of Herodotus
timewerefoundin each of the barrowsof V B.C., their weight varying from 0,53
t01,06 0z (159 to 30g) [17]. Having divided general weight of the bowl by the
weight of the arrow we can get the total number of Scythians, that a bit later, in
the time of Darius' invasion, under king Ariantas, made up 360-860 thousand
people. In fact, during the war against Darius the number of Scythians that set
out against him did not exceed 300 thousands. Let’s recollect that Herodotus
gavethetotal number of Darius army being 700,000 warriors, soinreality, their
forces were not equal .

The question arises: what were the purposes of the bowl? Almost surely,
they wereritual. Probably this, too big bowl for those times was decorated with
the scenes of thefight of Scythiansagainst Darius. It is quite possible that once
ayear al Scythian tribe leaders gathered in Exampaeus, which was just the
place, where Darius started his escape from Scythia after an attempt to meet
Scythiansin the open fight, to cel ebratethevictory day over Darius, then Scythian
bow! wasfilled withwine, fromwhich al Scythian leaders (5,000 peopl€) scooped
wine, blessed by Exampaeus. Herodotus al so pointed at such apossibility inhis
“History” [4, 1V, 66]. We could not help but agreewith M.I. Artamonov’sopinion
[23] that Scythiansreally had definite cult places and sanctuaries. It looks like
Exampaeus was one of such sanctuaries, where, obviously, sanctuaries were
placed, the barrow of Ares, the royal oven and the bowl. As Herodotus wrote,
the greatest oath of Scythianswasthe oath by theroyal fireplace. Thefunctions
of the supreme priest were imposed upon the king as the first and foremost
holder of theking’s oven. God-tsar-oven formed atriune structure, in which the
oven personified the tribe subjected to the king. In this sense Exampaeus should
be considered as locality, which conditionally personified the capital and the
central region of al Scythian tribes’ location, and not only the royal Scythians
that participated in the struggle against Darius. In Ukrainian the names of such
placesas‘gard’, on the rapids of the Bug and the Dnieper, where Zaporozhsky
Cossacks settled networks and cages for fishery on rapids, have been pre-
served. There was the Bugo-Gardovskaya Palankain the grove of Exampaeus.
Almost definitely, these places were of a huge economic value for Scythia,
supplying it with a big amount of fish. Thus, the way of Darius army, which
suffered from the lack of foodstuff, certainly passed by Exampaeus and for the
reason of restoring the stocks of provision, too. In connection with thisand also
with the fact that exactly the locality of Exampaeus could be that very place,
where the open fight was to be held and did not occur because Darius had run
fromthe battlefield, the course of thewhole Darius’ military campaign should be
considered in detail.
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Therearealot of contradictionsin the history of Darius' campaign against
Scythia, which still remain unsolved. It seems to me that historians and
archaeologists made enough assumptions, which should be put together to
settle the key contradiction, which means that 700,000 — strong Persian army
was not ableto make adistance of 4,000-6,000 km by miscellaneous estimations
anyway, i.e. to reach the Don from the Danube and even approach the Volgaand
come back, within the period whichisnot longer than 60 days. Inthis connection
F. Hadson made the conclusion that there were two different campaigns of
Dariusin Scythia, and 1.V. Kuklinamaintainsthisopinion [24, pp.139-142]. The
core of my assumption is that there weren't two different campaigns, but the
only one, in which Darius army was divided into two parts on his order. One
part was recruited from the army of Eastern countries. It went silently and se-
cretly to the Azov Sea through the Derbentsky passage of the Caucasus. The
second part, lead by Darius, was made up from the armies, conquered by himin
the countries of Asia Minor, which was advancing to Scythia through Europe
from the West with enough noise.

So Darius, that ruled over 23 countries, from Central to Minor Asia, by that
time was going to conquer Scythia and, before starting military campaign, he
had gathered the data about Scythiaand made quite a deep reconnai ssance (see
Ktesy Knidsky, “History of Persia’). Due to such preparation Persians knew
about Scythia a bit more than Greeks and Herodotus, in particular. Certainly,
Darius knew that Scythians did not have any towns and cultivated fields, they
led anomadic life, and their only value was gold, jewellery and utensils, which
had been accumulated in burial places, situated in the locality of the Gerrhus
next to the Borysthenes (Dnieper). He, apparently, knew that the only ford across
Borysthenes-Dnieper was in the area of the present peninsula of Khortitsa.
Thus, the main purpose of the campaign was the defeat of Scythian army, its
rout and plundering Scythian ancestors’ graves. Thisisthe only possible expla-
nation for what was not clear for many historians, i.e. for the order for each
warrior to take one stone and build a pyramid in Thracia of such stones. Obvi-
ously, the aim of his order was to show that pyramids built by his army were
higher than Scythian barrows, probably for intimidation of Scythians.

Thus, the main purpose of Persiansin the battle against Scythians wasthe
defeat, first and foremost, of all the Scythian army. Darius perfectly understood
that: if he had attacked only from the West, then Scythians would have goneto
steppe eastward or northward, and the purpose would not be completed. That is
why, Herodotus, apparently, aswell astherest of researchers of thiswar, did not
guess that Darius had divided the army into two parts. One part should have
comeassecretly asit was possible and abit earlier over the Caucasus, along the
Caspian Sea, to the Azov Sea, to cut theways of retreat for Scythiansin the East.
This part of the army was almost surely led by Darius' eldest son Hystaspes,

40

whose mother was Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus. Darius' division of the army
into two parts made Scythians divide their army into two parts too, and prob-
ably, in Darius' opinion, it put hispart of army in even morefavourable position.
To prevent Scythians from coming to the North, Darius, apparently, warned
leaders of northern tribes that he would not attack them, if they weren’t hospi-
table for the Tsarsky Scythians. This and only this could explain Herodotus
story [9, 1V, 118, 119] about the dispute, which had taken place at the conference
of Scythian|eaders. Within the frames of this plan he, apparently, hoped to meet
the second part of his army, which was sent to the Eastern border of Scythians.
He hoped to reunite in 30 days of his journey along the Dnieper in the area of
Gerrhus, near Scythian ancestors’ graves. Thiswasthe reason of hisnot intend-
ing to cross the Dnieper, not preparing fleet, apparently, expecting the second
part of the army to be put across by the captive Scythians via the only ford,
which was familiar to them, in the area of the present peninsula Khortitsa. And
he ordered lonians, in accord with their own advice, not to destroy the bridge
over thel ster (the Danube) during 60 days, expecting to come back here quickly,
after the robbery of gravesin the area of Gerrhus next to the Borysthenes and
reunion with the Eastern part of the army.

But it was not destined to occur, because Scythians guessed about Darius
plan and took counter-measures, which resulted in the fact that Scythians, as
well as Persians, divided into two groups. Those, who lived in the Eastern part
of Scythia, in particular king Scopasis and the Sauromatae, as Herodotus writes
in his “History” [9, 1V, 120]: “They had to retreat along the shores of the
Maeotis and decoy the enemy to Tanaisrive; whileif the Persiansretired, they
should at once pursue and attack them.” Thus, the purpose of that group was
to entice and withdraw the Persiansto the East behind Tanais River (the Don). If
the Persians did not follow them, then Scythians would attack them, giving no
opportunity to advance to the West to reunion with Darius. On the contrary, the
task of Idanthyrsus, Taxacis, the Gelonians, and the Budinaeimplied not only in
turning Darius’ army, leading it away to the North and then to the West, drawing
in non-allied tribes, but, mainly, in turning it back from the way to the Gerrhus,
away from the Tsarsky graves. Otherwise what for did they carry away Darius
from the place where they had sent their wives and children? While doing that,
another part of their army commanded by Scopasis had to entice the second part
of the Persian army further to the East and to the north in the forestry, impass-
able woods, and then immediately come back to the western ally of Scythians
troops. | think that this eastern group of troops of Scythian army had no foot
warriors, it obviously consisted only of cavalry. The second part of the Article
122 of Herodotus' “History” refersto the parts of Scythian and Persian armies,
which met in the eastern part of Scythia. It implies the Scythian plan on the
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eastern front was a complete success; they enticed the eastern group of the
Darius army asfar to the North-East asit was possible.

The key question of tracing the way of the Persian eastern army is the
location of the town of Gelonus, which was burnt down by the Persians, as a
wooden fortress. After long discussions scientists came to the conclusion, at
the suggestion of B.A. Shramko, to consider Gelonus as Belsky site of the
ancient settlement, situated on Vorsklariver [15, p.75]. Taking into consideration
the seven-day journey by Herodotus (about 186-200 miles), it is possible to
conclude that the Lyck of Herodotus (river) should be considered to be the
Seversky Donets, and itsleft tributary,—the Oarus,—to be the Oskol. Further, the
Don-Tanaisrunsnext to them, anditsleft tributary Syrgisriver to bethe Voronezh.
All theserivers, really, runinto the Azov Sea, although two of them aretributar-
ies. Probably, the Persians began to build their fortifications on the territory of
present Old Oskol. If it was so, then it is possible to count how many days this
time break could make. The distance between the Old Oskol and Exampaeus,
where Darius was, constitutes about 435-466 miles of the non-direct way.
Moreover, the building of thewooden fortificationstook sometime. Infact they
had enough building material — the locality was in the forestry area. Scythian
cavalry could makethedistancein 17-20 daysby familiar tracks, and the Persian
foot army, as aminimum, would need two-three timeslonger. Knowing that the
time break would bereliable, the Scopasisand the Sauromatae’s cavalry, leaving
therethe Persian army, quickly went to reunite with the western part of Scythian
army to comeforward against Dariuswith the allied forces. And thismanoeuvre
was also asuccess, asit isseen from thefollowing text of Herodotus' “History”
[9,1V, 125-128, 131, 132], then Scythianswere able to enter into an open battle—
superiority of the Persians was not so significant any longer.

Thus, we can see, that Scopasis and the Sauromatae joined the main forces
and, obviously, theforcesbecame almost equal after that. The figure of thetotal
number of Darius’ army as 700,000 warriors does not need to be argued, it is
practically repeated by other independent sources. Another question is how
many warriorswere among this number with Darius and how many were on the
eastern front? Presumably, it can be stated that there were 400,000 of warriors
with Darius, and on the eastern front he had 300,000 warriors. Let's suppose,
that he had the army of not more than 350,000 by the end of the campaign and he
was still expecting to unite with the eastern army. The Scythian united army was
not more than 250-300,000 warriors. It can be stated quite confidently that the
ratio of Scythians foot army and the cavalry was in favour of the cavalry, and
that of Darius wasin favour of thefoot army (itisseenin Article 136 [9, IV]).
Having realized their superiority after coming of Scopasisand the Sauromatae,
Scythians almost decided to openly declareto Dariusthat they knew he cameto
their land intending to rob their graves, and they were ready to protect their
fathers' graves in the open battle. Darius, apparently, was still accounting for
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the assistance of the eastern part of the army, but after 30-40 day term, when the
vanguard of the cavalry reached the Borysthenes-Dnieper, entered the Gerrhus
area, where Tsarsky graves and the ford were situated, but, not having met their
troops, turned back to Darius and, having gone along the Borysthenes, obvi-
ously, werejust intimefor the open battle. Besides, Darius, certainly, knew, that
Scopasis and the Sauromatae came back from the East; exactly for that reason
Scythians sent Scopasis to the ford on the Ister. Certainty, on the eve of the
open battle Darius' messengers brought him a message from the lonians that
guarded the bridge over the Ister about the Scopasis coming with the purpose
of destroying the ferry. Undoubtedly, all these circumstances together, and this
in particular, made Darius understand that he could lose the open battle, which
he was so eager to encounter, and, furthermore, he would not be able to get out
of the place. Asfor the neglect by the Scythian army, which were haunting hare
in front of hiswarriors, it just strengthened the feeling of the probable defeat
and Darius decided to escape behind the Danube urgently, ‘having deceived’

Scythians, as Herodotus noticed in his“History” [9, 1V, pp.134-135]. One can
supposethat Dariuslost not lessthan 120,000 of the eastern army during the 60-
70 day campaign in Scythia. Having left Megabyzus asacommander of thearmy
of 80,000 in Europe, Darius came back home only with the army of 200,000.

The question iswhy Scythians didn’t chase Darius in Europe to improve
the success. The historians have not still found the answer. The answer be-
comes clear in the concept, which | offered — it was not possible for them to
leave behind the Persian army of 250-300,000 warriors. Thus, having let Darius
home, Scythian army, certainly, rushed to destroy the Persians in the Eastern
part of the country. Thus, during Scythian campaign Dariuslost morethan ahalf
of hisarmy consisting of 700,000 men. We can only reproduce an approximate
itinerary of Darius western army movement in Scythia guided by the given
hypothesis, with the help of Herodotus' indications. All Scythian campaign
took Darius a bit more than 60 days and was held in summer according to
Herodotus' words. Then, we suppose the last point on the Scythia map was
Exampaeus, where the open battle was to be held, and where Darius escaped
from. Moreover, we can suppose, even though Herodotus does not write about
it, it wasjust here, in Exampaeus, that Dariustried to destroy Scythian graves.
And this caused Scythians to line up for the open battle. Let’s suppose, that
from the moment of crossing the Ister-Danube by Darius (in the area between
the present towns Galatz and Tulcha) till reaching Exampeus, took him 60 days.
Thedistance between Exampaeus and Tulchawas about 360 km. It took Darius
cavalry 9-10 days to overcome it, i.e. we suppose, that al the campaign took
Darius 70 days. It isclear thefoot army was moving much slower. To comparewe
use the data that Napoleon with the army of 610 000 covered the distance of
about 622 miles in 70 daysfrom the Neman to Borodino in 1812 [25, p.959], i.e.
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the average speed of hisadvance wasonly 14 km per day along roads. Thus, al
the Darius army in the Scythian steppes and in the absence of roads and river
fords, was hardly able to move faster. Moreover, the cavalry was forbidden to
leave the foot army behind because of the threat of destruction on the side of
the Scythian cavalry.

Thus, the whole distance, which the Darius troops (both infantry and ca-
valry) could cover, was not morethan 1000 km within 70 daysin Scythia, i.e. the
straight way makes no more than 500 km. Asfor the choice of direction of such
ahugearmy, it can be certainly stated that it could not be plotted along the Black
sea coast because of the large amount of estuaries, which had to be crossed in
such acase. So, taking into consideration the purpose of Persian movement to
Gerrhus area (now here the towns of Ordzhonikidze and Nikopol are situated),
where the Tsarsky Scythian graves and the ford-ferry over the Borysthenes-
Dnieper werelocated, theinitial way could be plotted through Exampaeus, where
the rapids facilitated the ferry over the Hypanis (S.Bug). It was a so important
that herethe army got significant additional food in the form of fish, which was
caught with cages. It took Darius no less than 20-25 days to get to Exampaeus
and another 12-17 days|eft to get to the area of Gerrhus, which the cavalry was
ableto cover within 7 days on the way there and, after staying therefor 3 days,
it could take them 17 days moreto comeback. This could occur provided Darius
remained without movement. And asfar ashewas moving, Dariuswas not able
to receive information about the absence of the eastern army on the Dnieper in
the Gerrhus area booner than 23-25 days later, after staying in Exampaeus, i.e.
some days before the open battle against Scythians. Probably, from Exampaeus
Scythians, distracting the enemy from Gerrhus, began to entice Darius to the
North, to the side of the present Kyiv, and then turned him to the West, leaving
them foodstuff for supporting the army. It is also possible that Darius somehow
received information about the capture of Gelonus and in such case this desti-
nation also satisfied him, where he till intended to meet the eastern ally.

Then, let’s suppose, that having made the crook to the North, he reached
the area of the present Cherkassy 10-13 days later, then from there, moving to
the West he reached the bank of the Hypanis (S.Bug) in 15-17 daysinthe area of
the present town of Nemirov. Probably, here Darius received the letter from
Idanthyrsus, in which the Tsarsky graveswereindicated, asthe biggest Scythian
value, for which they were ready to fight in the open battle. Knowing, where
they were situated, Darius moved to the direction Gerrhus along the Hypanis
bank, and reached Exampaeus 10-12 days later. At that time he received
information, that the eastern army wasjammed, and it wasimpossibl e to expect
itshelp, and that the cavalry of Scopasisand Sauromatae had already came back
from the East of Scythiaand was ready to destroy the bridge over the Danube,
he decided not to participate in the open battle and escape to the Ister.
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Summing up evaluation of the Scythian military actions against Darius,
we'dliketo note:

Firstly, one should draw attention to the outstanding role of the Sauromatae
and the king Scopasis in the victory over Darius. Because it was exactly a
success of their cavalry action that predetermined Darius escape in many
respects, and it was the signal of the starting role of Sauromatae in history;

Secondly, it iswrong to follow Herodotus and explain that Scythians let
Darius off behind the Ister owing to their naivety or trustfulness, moreover itis
not possible to say that Scythians did not know which route would be chosen
by Darius, with such a huge army, that it would have to stretch over 100 km on
its way to the ferry on the Ister. They knew everything and evaluated every-
thing, and should they want to destroy the ferry on the Ister they would have
doneit, without asking the Greeksto do it twice. It looks like the fast retreat of
Darius satisfied them perfectly well, asit was impossible to defeat and destroy
such a huge army, as Darius had, without essential losses of live force and
precioustime. Indeed, they had the Persian army of 300,000 warriors, which was
moving towards Darius, behind them. Even the capture of such a huge army
presented big problems. Thus, anyway it was impossible to get involved in the
battle and expect the defeat of the Eastern group of troops at the same time.
Therefore, Scythians took the only correct decision: they let Darius out and
defeated his eastern army, that was left without support;

Thirdly, Herodotus showed, that during the whole campaign Scythians
had held theinitiative, and never lost it. Finally, they perfectly used the knowl-
edge of the local conditions for carrying out military tasks. The Scythians de-
fended their motherland and remained independent, and they decided to gather
arrows and cast the communal Tsarsky bow! as a symbol of their victory over
Dariusand set it up in Exampaeus at the place of their victory and the escape of
‘king of thekings' fromthefield asasymbol of thejoint effortsinthisvictory. It
lookslikethat, all Scythian roadsled to the bowl and so Greek people called that
place Sacred Ways. And, | think, whilethe heroes of the Victory and the memory
of the Victory over Darius were aive, they gathered on the Victory day and
drank wine from the bowl, recollecting and commemorating the heroes of that
first patriotic war in the history of our land. The Scythian victory over Darius
had also predetermined success of Greeks victory over the Persians in many
respects.

Owning to Herodotus, Exampaeus held the memoir about the unprece-
dented feat of our ancestors, Scythians, that protected their land from enslaving
by ‘king of thekings' Dariusand, consequently, thisisthe most inval uable page
inthe history of Nikolaev region and Ukraine. Meanwhile, filling the Alexandrian
reservoir and completion of the Tashlyk HAPS South-Ukrainian NPP construction
will result in flooding the biggest part of Exampaeus. Thisvictory over rather a
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terrifying opponent confirmed the opinion of Scythian invincibility and un-
doubtedly led to the strengthening of Scythian tribes’ unity, then, probably, for
sometimethe central authority was established, headed by the Tsarsky Scythians
and with the only one ritual centre in Exampaeus. Perhaps, the process of
unification of Scythian tribeswas completed at thetime of theking Atey (429-
339B.C.), when, asis often admitted, the Scythian state was created.

The map of the Darius campaign in Scythiain 514/512 B.C.
from West (—) to East (- - -)
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4. RESTORATION OF ITINERARY
OF ODYSSEUSSAILING

! oday the majority of the researchers of “The Odyssey” by Homer
come to conclusion that Odysseus sailed in the Mediterranean Sea.
%=y Academician K.M. Bar was among the first, who paid attention to
SERS the fact that Odysseus sailed in the Black Sea. He considered, that
the Odysseu’s voyage occurred in the Black Sea, and that abay of Laistrigones
is Balaklava, Scylla and Charybdis were not in the Messina strait, but in the
Bosporus, etc. [ZOOID, val. 10. - Odessa, 1877.—p. 511]. The detailed review of
the development of shipbuilding and navigation since the ancient times can be
found in the books by A.B. Snisarenko [26] and in the monograph by B.G.
Peterson [27].

In an attempt to restore the sequence of Odysseus'svoyage it is necessary
to refer to songs | X-X1 of “The Odyssey”, and then consequently use songs |-
VIl and X11-XX1V. Odysseus starts the story about hisvoyage from the moment
that the wind Ilion has brought them “to the Kikons' town of Ismary: we have
shattered the town, the inhabitants have been exterminated. Wives were left in
peace and many treasures robbed”. It looks like the town of Ismary was some-
where in the north of the Aegean Sea. Odysseus has departed Ilion with twelve
50-0ar ships, i.e. under hiscommand there were not less than 600-650 soldiers.
Then they were caught by the gale in the sea, the northern wind Boreas within
two days drew them to the cape of Athon mountain, where they spent “ two
days and two nights in boring idleness’. On the third day the northern wind
Boreas blew again and, we can suppose, they reached the southern Maleya
cape on the Peloponnesus peninsulaand theisland Kiferalocated oppositeit 6-
7 daysaway with the oncoming wind. Further, starting from song 1X (80-84) we
come across the darkest place in al the poem of Homer, from which al the
fallacies start: where could Odysseus arrive after nine days of sailing? During
nine days of sailing, covering not more than 59.4-65 miles a day, it became
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possibleto overcomethe distance close to 540 miles. It isclear that the northern
wind Boreas certainly has brought them on the Crete from Maleya cape and
there they could already expect an oncoming wind. Basically, from the Crete
Odysseus while sailing westward could reach theisland of Sicily or the present
Naples, leaving Africaon the south, the Cyprusin the east, and sailing northward
he could enter the Black sea and reach a place, where the present day Burgasis
situated. So, formally the country of lotophags, where after 9-days storm
Odysseus landed, can be located in any place situated in these directions. But,
if all the other realities of sailing would be put together, it will appear, that
actually there won’'t be any alternative to the direction towards the Black sea.

One of the most important argumentsis, that according to the opinion of
many researchers the Trojan war was held for the free passage of Akheian ships
into the Black Sea. And the fact that Odysseus did not sail at once to the Black
seawith his 12 shipsfrom Troy is explained only by the absence of the oncom-
ing wind. It can be supposed, that as soon as that wind changed to a steady
southern wind Notes during the 9-day storm, Odysseus has made a decision to
depart immediately to the Black Sea. The second argument is, that Homer, being
a Cimmerian by origin, aimed to use the results of the Trojan war, freely pass
along the channels to the Black sea and according to the examples he did it in
Egypt, to restore the power of his Cimmerian father Laertes-Lyck in Scythia,
where he had located Hades (see theses 5, 6, 7) and consequently he went from
the Crete to the Edayn-Cimmerida (nowadays Seddulbakhir), that is situated
opposite Troy, at adistanceof 13-14 km, on the European capeof the Hellespont
channel (the Dardanelles).

Homer has called his own city as the country of Lotophags, that literally
means the eaters of sweet honey of lotus. The name of the city Edayn — Edéavov
- istranglated from Ancient Greek, as “nutrition”, and in a record of the name
Elay — Edavog or Eraiov (thisword is used in Homerican hymns) - is trans-
lated as “pleasant, excellent”, i.e. both names (possibly, they were used to-
gether, as two different meanings of the same word) in aggregate mean “pleas-
ant nutrition” - sweet - honey lotus. It isclear, that after the meeting with seamen’s
relatives it was necessary for Odysseus, as Homer writes, to force them back to
the ships (1, X, 98-101). After two days of sailing Odysseus gets to the country
of Cyclops and lands on an island, where there were a great number of wild
goats. It's very likely it was the island of Bishicos (nowadays Imraly) in the
Marmara Sea. Theregion of theidandislocated after 2 dayssailing from Cimmeria,
where Homer lived, so, it is possible to assume, that the poet used to visit that
place more than once and therefore Odysseus, has found the entrance into the
bay of the island in a misty night, without visible moon and stars covered by
clouds.

Homer meant that Cyclopes Polyphemus was a volcano probably near or
eveninthemountain of the Tanninswhich issituated behind the cape of Buzburun
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of the Gemlik bay in present day Turkey [28]. It lookslike 2.5 thousand years
ago thevolcano of the Tannins mountain wasrather active. Here Odysseus has
invented an original decision how to save his comrades - escaping the cave he
fastened them under sheep so, that the animals protected them from the strokes
of the rocks and lava. And the rock thrown by Polyphemus to the leaving ship
of Odysseus could be considered as arock out of the volcano.

Further on, 6-7 days later, Odysseus and his companions came to the
floating island of Aeolus. It can be taken as Zmeiny island, in XIXc. it was also
called Phedonisi. In antique times it was also known as the island of Levka or
Bely (White), where according to the old tradition the souls of Achilleus and
Helen were buried. The basic argument why Zmeiny is described as a floating
island of Aeolus liesin a unique definition given by Homer - “floating”. The
island Zmeiny is 25 miles from the estuary of the largest river, the Ister (the
Danube running into the Black seq), and it means that a very powerful flow of
the river is observed around the island, especialy strong during vernal high
waters [20, page 69]. This circumstance creates an impression that the island
“sails’ asaship. Having visited Aeolus, his Cimmerian grandfather, and having
found out from him what had been going on in hismotherland Hylaea, Odysseus-
Homer, probably, decided not to take the power by the squadron and return
home. Aeolus gives him ‘’the wine skin which contains stormy winds’, but
Odysseus didn’'t warn anybody, and decided to lead the ships home by himself,
steering days and nights, and when he saw his native coast he fell asleep. The
companions, using the situation, decided to check what precious things had
been presented to him by Aeolus. They loosened the bag and again found
themselves on the floating island of Aeolus. It means that the soldiers of
Odysseus were unsatisfied that he had not given them the chance to rob. That's
why they were returned on the island of Aeolus. Aeolus understood the pur-
pose of their return and, without considering Odysseus's repentance, ousted
them away, as those hated by gods.

For six days and nights 12 ships of Odysseus plied the seas, until on the
seventh day they arrived in Lamose, the town of Laistrogones, where blood-
thirsty ogres lived - powerful Laistrygones led by the king Antiphates. This
place has been identified asthe bay of Balaklava by many authors. The descrip-
tion of the bay by Homer in “Odyssey” (1X, 87-96) exactly coincides with the
actual view of Balaklavabay inthe Crimea. So, the actual cause of the Odysseus
squadron loss was a very powerful earthquake, in result of which all the ships
and people were broken and crushed by the rocks which had dumped from
flanks of mountains, which surrounded the narrow bay. Odysseus was lucky to
be saved because he moored his ship at the entrance to the bay. The description
of the 8 points of the earthquake power in 1938 in Balaklava[29, p.97] isstrik-
ingly similar to the description of Homer in “Odyssey” (1X, 120-130). Further
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Odysseus reached the island of Aeae (Berezan) on his only ship, where Circe,
the sister of Aatha, had been living. Odysseus stayed there for two years. The
wholeroutefrom the present Balaklavaup to theisland of Berezan', the distance
of 300 km (186 ml), should have taken him not more than 3 or 4 days. From the
island Aeae Odysseus sailed to Hades, localized by me on the Nikolaev penin-
sulaor the cape of Hippolaus, as Herodotus used to call it (see theses 1 and 4).

Having chosen the way home, Odysseus had to pass the island of Sirens,
which wassituated on the Turkish Thracian coast, where nowadaysfirth Terkos
(Ilandji, Kardeniz bogaz - Fal se Bosporus) [ 28] issituated; two capes of thefirth
were those two sirens, about whom Odysseus had been warned by Circe. The
key role here was played by resemblance of the entrance into the firth with the
entranceto the Bosporus, because of which many seamen undergone a shipwreck
against theinshore rocks, being deceived that they were entering the Bosporus,
- that is why here near sirens there are alot of bones and broken ships. This
error occurred frequently due to the fact that the False and the real Bosporus
were situated at adistance of only 40 km (25 miles). Proximity of theisland of
sirensand the Bosporusisalsoindicated in Homer’snarration, in which he goes
to the description of the Symplegadsin the Bosporusstrait (1, X11, 201-214). But,
beside the Symplegads, there were Scyllaand Charybdis, between which it was
necessary to pass through, too. Scylla, by Homer’s description, was situated on
the Asian coast, and Charybdis was directly opposite it on a European coast,
and a strong opposite and unstable flow ran between them. On the map of the
“Channel of Constantinople in an antiquity Thracia Bosporus’, compiled by
Nikolaev captain —lieutenant E. Manganari in 1834 the features of the channel,
which are ailmost lost today, were visible. [30]. “’ The Rock’ is indicated 6-7
kilometres away from the entrance to the Bosporus from the Black sea side
approximately 175-186 yd away from the European coast and apart 328-350 yd
away fromthe Asian coast. In thetimes of Homer, when thelevel of the Black
seawas lower by 4-7 yd, it can be supposed that these rocks rose much above
the level of the channel and probably they were the danger, as Symplegads.
Nowadaystheserocksare near the bay of Rumeli-Kavagy and in modern sailing
directionstheserocksarecalled Dikilikgja[31, p. 49].

But baiting along the left-hand coast was also dangerous, as the distance
from Symplegad was 328-437 yd where the ship could be trapped by the second
danger — Scylla. On Manganary’s map the Giant mountain is shown at its place
that was situated near to present cape of Adzaburun and the bay of Anadolu-
Kavagy. On Manganari’smap thiscapeiscalled originally —Madzar-Burnu [ 30] .
Apparently the Giant mountain is presently called the Yusha in sailing direc-
tionswith the height of 220 yd, and itspeak islocated 1013 yd eastward from the
cape[31, p.52]. What this peak looked like in thetimesof Homer? Driving from
Homer’s descriptions of Odyssey passing through Scyllain the XI1 song of
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“The Odyssey” (73-102) on his ship, it may be supposed that it was an acting
volcano situated on the place of the present mountain Yusha, which inthetimes
of Homer could be higher than nowadays.

Asto the second mountain, lower than Scylla, situated on the far bank of
the strait, it was called Charybdis. It is also situated directly opposite the Giant
mountain near the cape of Mesar-Burnu on the Manganari map, in modern
sailing directionsitiscalled the Mesar cape, and itisabout half kilometer away,
—adistanceequal tothearrow’sflight,— (“ The Odyssey”, XI1, 260-269) [30, 31].
Then, there were seven herds of the bulls of Helios,— they are the seven Prince
islands which are situated near the Bosporus channel in the Sea of Marmara.
Thereare nineislands on the Manganari map asarein modern sailing directions,
but almost all their names on the Manganari map refer to the beginning of the
XIX c. (they are given in parentheses) and they are different from the present
ones[30]. Itispossiblethat during 2600 years some tectonic lowering of the soil
and rise of the sealevel took place, and asaresult another 2 islandswere formed.
Itistruethat three, most closely situated islands Burgaz (Anthigone), Kasyk or
Pide (Pata), and also Kheibeliada(Khalke) island are at the distance of 380-550
yd from one another and the depth of channelsbetween themisfrom 12 yd up to
16 yd. It is possible that in the time of Homer these three islands formed one
island. Theidlands Sivreada (Oxija), Kynaly-Ada (Proty), Burgaz (Anthigone),
Kasyk or Pide (Pata), Kheibeliada (Khalke) and Balykche (Neadro) aretoo steep,
rocky, and don't have enough vegetation for pasture for the herds of Helios.
Thelast fromthe other threeidands K heibeliada (Princely), Sedeph (Antirovitos)
and Jassyad or Platy (Plati) isthe most appropriate claimant for Homer’sisland
of Thrinacria. After the companions of Odysseus ate the sacred bulls of Helious,
the ship wrecked near Trinacria and Odysseus was saved on the raft made of
the mast of the ship and keel.

Fundamentally important istheindication of direction of sailing of theraft
to Bosporus, — it is inverse to the present, and the most important is that the
southern wind, Notes, was afavourable one, and helped the floating of the raft,
that fully corresponds the geographic realities of the time under study, i.e. the
presence of the current in the Seaof Marmarain the direction from the Mediter-
ranean Seato the Black Sea.

The point is the favourable wind is not enough for the raft to be delivered
precisely to the channel. It could be possible only if thereisacurrent. Homer’s
data are so exact, that they allow calculating the speed of this flow, which is
quite high — about 5.1 knots! Hence, the rundown southern winds could not
allow to overcomethe strong opposite flow of the Bosporus on shipsinthetime
of Homer. And the passage from the Black seato the Marmara Seawasclosed in
this case. Vice versa, at pileup northern winds the speed of the flow in the
channel was reduced up to 4.4— 3.3 knots, the water level in the channel rose by
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0.55-1.1 yd, that iswhy many rocks at the banks and dangerous places in the
channel were flooded that allowed to pass strong Bosporus flow.

Thetitle Xéapvoporg is derived from the word yépuBdic —“aswirl, abyss’
[8]. The concept of Charybdis should be connected with vortex funnels of abig
scale (thelocation of the greater of them is close to Buyukdere harbour ). It has
formed inresult of the sharp turn of theflow to theleft in thispart of the channel.
The scale simulation of the flow in water trough has shown (see thelast figure
at the end of the unit), that there were two vortex funnels in the region of the
Scylla and the Charybdis. Nowadays, when the flow in the Bosporus has its
direction from the north to the south in this place the situation is different from
that of thetime of Homer, when theflow wasinverse. Asan expert in thefield of
hydrodynamics, | can confirm, that the flow in the Bosporusiseasily simulated
and physical processes precisely coincide with the description of Homer in
“Odyssey” (X1, 430-446).

After Odysseus sailed from the channel of the Bosporus, his raft was
picked up by the sea current in the Black sea and brought to the Ogygia island
(the Crimea). Inthe Black seatherearetwo hugecircular flowscalled“ Knipovich’'s
glasses’ named after the Russian marine scientist N. M. Knipovich, who stud-
ied sea currents [32, p.79]. One of the ringsis formed in the western part of the
Black sea and has its direction from the Bosporus to the cape of Kerempe in
Turkey, and from it to the Crimes, to its southern end at the cape of Sarych, and
from there to the coast between the cities of Constanca and Varna and further
the current flows in the direction of the Bosporus. The second ring starts from
the mount of Sinope to the mount of Thrapezund and therefrom northward -
along the Caucasian coast to the Crimea, and from there again to the mount of
Sinope. M.V. Agbunov writes about it [33,p.21]: “ There is the main closed ring
of the current being 20-50 miles wide, in the Black Sea, passing at the dis-
tance of 2-5 miles (3,7-9,26 km) from the shore counter-clockwise, and some
connecting jets between its separate parts. The average speed of the current in
this ring is 0,5-1,2 knots (0,926-2,22 km\h), but at strong and gale winds it
can reach 2-3-knots (3,7-5,56 km\h)”. Homer’s data about sailing on the raft
are so precise, that they allow to calculate, that to cover the distance of 348 ml
Odysseus spent 227 hours, and it means, that the half speed of the Black Sea
current at that time was 2,47 km\h, that is within the framework of speeds indi-
cated by M.V. Agbunov. Moreover, it is possible to say, that the movement was
accompanied by the oncoming southern wind. The end of August in the north
of the Black sea according to perennial observations is characterized by usual
southern or south-eastern winds.

Thereis an objective problem: could Odysseus physically survive during
10 days of sailing without nutrition and fresh water? Without food the person
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can survive more than a month, and it is agreed that without water the critical
days for man fall on the 9" and 10th day. Actually the Black Sea water can
gradually be drunk and thisfact changesthe situation. If it happened to himin
the Mediterranean Seg, it ispossibleto say, that he would be doomed. Presently
the salinity of water of the Black seaistwicelessthanintheWorld oceanandin
thetime of Homer it wastwice aslow[20,p.69]. The World War |1 hasgiven many
examples of long-lived stay of the seamen in the Black sea without food and
fresh water. Vasil Kucher gave some examplesin hisnovel “The Famine” (K,
1963). There, in particul ar, thereferenceis made to the event when 12 seamen on
6-oar yawl sailedinthehigh seawith two litres of fresh water for all of them from
Sevastopol invaded by Hitlerites. They spent 16 days in the sea, practically
without food or water; they ate jellyfish and drank seawater. The novel was
based on thereal event happened to one of the Nikolaev inhabitant P1. Yeres ko,
anavy doctor, who running from Hitleriteson July 3, 1942, together with three
seamen on acasual boat without fresh water and foodstuff, went into the Black
sea. The seamen died, and he alone survived for 36 days and was picked up by
the Turks on August 9, 1942. On the third day Yeres ko and his friends started
drinking seawater.

Eratosthenes wrote that Homer “never throws epithets vainly”: really, the
Crimeaisthe hub of the broad Black sea, i.e. it islocated in the centre of the sea
and separates it, so to say, into two parts (“The Odyssey”, |, 50). Further it is
necessary to pay attention that Ermy or Hermes, flew to the north from the
Olympus to the Pieriamountainsin the North of Greece and, having reached the
“fruitless’ sea, has arrived to an island — hub of the sea. It took place after the
gods on the mountain of Olympus at their council allowed Odysseus to aban-
don the island of Ogygia (“The Odyssey”, V, 50-55.99-102). The Black Seais
really fruitless, because at the depth of 220 yd it isfilled with hydrogen sulphite
and there is no life. All the living creatures are concentrated basically near the
shore, on the shelf [20, p.82]. The word — name Ogygia — "Qyv¥yia is not
connected with a name of an ancient king Ogygus, but it introduces an epithet
introduced by Homer, and consists of an exclamation part "Q and aword ybyag
—“gigantic, potent”, which refers to the vast patch of the Crimean mountains;
bolstering the sky, as Atlas [8]. In one of the myths Perseus has transformed
Atlasinto arock, having shown him the head of Gorgon, but it was not in Africa,
but in the Crimea, near the garden of Hesperides daughters (the Kinburn spit —
Hylaea named by Herodotus) [16]. So, Calypso’s cave near which Odysseus
stayed for seven years, isto be found near the cape of Ay-Todor, at the mountain
of Ay-Petri (1233 m).

From the island of Ogygia Odysseus, with the consent of the gods and
Calypso, having constructed araft within four days, departed to the country of
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pheaks. The astronomical indications of Homer of this sailing are so exact
(“TheOdyssey”, V 272-277), that they allow usnot only to determinethedirec-
tion of sailing, but also the time of sailing. The situation can be explained with
the help of amovable astronomical calendar, adjusted to thelatitude of the Black
sea, which allows usto determine the visible part of celestial sky in all seasons
and at night time, i.e. since the sunrise till the dawn. In the discussed text of
Homer a phrase that the constellations of Ursa Major and Ursa Minor never
bathe in the sea is obviously contrasted, first of all, to the constellation of
Herdsman (Bootes), which definitely “ bathes” (in V.V. Veresaev'strandation [2])
inthe sea. And it means, that Herdsman hasto dive on the west and cometo the
surfacein the east. That isthe most definite instruction of sailing at night. So it
ismost likely that sailing took placein the middle of September inthe direction
of the present Batumi. Thistime the sea current of the second of “Knipovitch's
rings’, located in the Black sea, helped Odysseus. Simplecalculationsof realities
of Odysseus movement from the Crimeato Batumi during 17 days, at the total
distance of 500-560 miles not along the straight line but along the flow demon-
strates, that the average speed of theraft wasabout 1.02-1.2 knots, that completely
correlates with the indicated speed of the sea flow.

We go on further to follow Odysseus, who was noticed by Poseidon near
the mountains of the Caucasus and, having sent all the winds on him at once,-
Euros, Notes, Zephyrus and Boreas,- destroyed hisraft. But it was the northern
wind Boreas that moved Odysseus two days later to a steep rock of the left-
hand bank of theriver of Chorokh near Batumi (see Fig. at the end of the unit).
All this correspondsto an actual situation of location quite precisely. Homer has
precisely described his physical condition after two days of stay in seawater.
Then, near the Tchorokh Odysseus met Nausicaa, the daughter of Phoenician
king of Alcinous, who accompanied him to the city and palace of her parents.
Thedistance from the Chorokh up to the present Batumi isnot morethan 4-5ml,
so they covered their way in 1-1.5 hour. The description of Homer of thisway,
the position of the city and the palace fully correspond with the realities of the
position of the present city of Batumi, the data.of E. Manganari’smap of the XI1X
of century [30] inclusively. Theisland of Homerican Scheriapossibly represents
the cape or peninsula situated between the right bank of today’s Tchorokh and
Batumi bay, and the city of Phoenicians was situated between today’s Batumi
cape and Batumi bay [34]. On the shores of the cape, protruding into the sea,
were possibly situated the quays for the ships with the warehouses for tackles
and between them was atempl e of Poseidon. There arealot of sources of water
on this cape, which streamlined the garden of Alcinous, till today. On E.
Manganari’smap [30], thereisalarge freshwater |ake that flowsout into the sea
viaSirizriver. Probably there wasthe town of Phoenicians between them and the
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cape. Now, 150 years later, this lake is called Pioneer lake and is of obviously
smaller size[34]. On Manganari’s map thereisanumber of littlerivers, flowing
into the sea. Thisland is saturated with moisture so much, that it was possible
to arrange as many straits as one wanted from the brooks, that can be found
therein excess.

It is necessary to say, that the climate of Scheriachanged alittle after 2.6
thousand years. By all measurements Batumi region can be compared to para-
dise both at that and present time. This land has a wet subtropical climate
because it is surrounded by large highlands in southern and eastern side, and
also dueto the same western winds—Zephyros according to Homer. It iseasy to
imagine, that due to beneficial climate all on this ground grows without any
processing, itisonly enough to plant it into ground. In 1984 | made avoyage on
board the motor ship “Admiral Nakhimov” with the purpose to inspect places
described by Homer and was convinced, that everything that Homer had referred
to (apples, pears, figs, pomegranates, olives, grapes) today growsin Batumi in
each garden together with lemons, oranges, laurel leaves, numerous vegetabl es,
grass and fennel. However the largest surprise awaited me in the museum of
local lore. Thisdiscovery has crowned all the above assumptions. There| saw
aphoto of the gold young man, that was situated in the palace of Alcinousand
it had been described by Homer in the seventh song of “The Odyssey”:

100 ‘thereweregolden figur esof young men with lighted tor chesin

their hands, raised on pedestals, to givelight
by night tothosewho wer eat table

The history of the discovery of hidden treasure with the gold youth near
theancient fortress Gonio (it ison the coast of the Black seaand on theleft bank
of the mouth of the Tchorokh) is described in the article [35]. The gold young
man is of rather large size, more than 8 in., in the left hand he holds a vessel,
which, for certain, was used asan icon-lamp (see photo on 57 page). It wasfilled
with oil, and it wasignited, probably, there was awick. Thewhole figure of the
young man was fastened by aring insert in the back of the young man to the
support with avertical crosspiece on top. By means of this the figure could be
moved to a required place. But the youth is not the only reason that gives
approval, that the majority of items found near Batumi, should be related prob-
ablytoVI1I-VI c. B.C. Sothis“Gonian treasure” should be called the“treasure of
Aretd’. The detailed analysis of archaeology, maps and graffito on vesselsfrom
Zmeiny island (the floating island of Aeolus), and the Berezan' (island Aeae),
showsthe connection with the name of Homer. Thefact that near fortress Gonio
archaeol ogists have found the treasure with afigure of the gold youth that was
inthe palace of Alcinousand which wasdescribed by Homer in“The Odyssey”
(VII), allowsto state the presence of the island of Phoenicians Scheria on the
place of the present city of Batumi.
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The scheme of Odyssey sailing in the Aegean,
Marmaraand Black seas:

1) on 12 ships: 1—the country of Lotophags (town of Edayn— Cimmerida); 2— the
island of goats (island Bishicos — today the Imraly); 3 — Cyclopes Polyphemus (mount
Tan); 4 — the floating island of Aeolus (the Levka, today the Zmeiny); 5 — the bay of
Laistrygones (the town of Balaklava)

2) onthefirst ship: 6—island Aeae (the Berezan); 7 —Hades (the city of Nikolayev);
8 — idland of Seirenes (estuary Terkos, Kardeniz bogaz — the False Bosporus); 9 — the
Symplegads, the Scyllaand the Charybdis (Bosporus); 10— theisland of Trinacria (the
Princeislands);

3) on the mast and keel of the ship: 11 — Ogygiaisland (the Crimea);

4) ontheraft with the sail: 12 — island of Scheria (Batumi).
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The scheme of surface currents inthe Black Sea[ 20]

The gold youth from the Palace of Alcinous and Areta's decorations
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Summing up the research of itinerary of the travels of Odysseus according
to the textua study of the analysis of “The Odyssey” by Homer it should be
marked, that all numerous particular indications in a poem to the time, place,
circumstances, physical and geographic features, historical evidence and many
other things are taken into consideration by me, are explained and are reduced to
realities in a noncontradictory way, without corrections of the text. This, on one
hand, obviously points at enough good state of the text that came to us and, on
the other hand, it is possible to assert that the text of the epos, comprising
strikingly precise mapping of reality, preservesin itself the trace of the author’s
hand. It means that the text has reached us directly from Homer. So each person,
who will attempt to deny the restored itinerary of Odysseus, will be obliged to
take into account all (without exception) indications of Homer, used by me, in a
non-contradictory way.

For vivid illustration | refer here to the map of Odysseus sailing with
orientation to the Black sea and discuss sailing to the Mediterranean sea. The
last isborrowed from the book “ Adventures of Odyssey”, Kiev, 1993. The pieces
of maps are taken from “the Atlas of the Black sea” by E. Manganari, 1834, for
the Bosporus strait and Batumi [30]. Even a sketch view on localization and the
route of sailing in the Mediterranean Sea raises a great amount of
misunderstanding, compl ete disagreement of the text with realities. How could
Odysseus stay for seven years on the Crete (Ogygia) waiting for the ship, when
there were numerous ships around the sea? Why did Hermes need to fly from
the mountain Olympus to the Ogygia Island not to the south but to the north, to
the Pieria? Why was it necessary for Odysseus to sail on araft from the Ogygia
island (Crete) to Scheria, situated in Minor Asia coat, in the inverse direction
from Ithaca, up to which it was a stone’s throw? Whence were there Cimmerian
people and city in Italy? If Scylla and Charybdis were placed in Messina strait
the distance between them was much greater than the flight of an arrow (0.3
miles)? There are neither geographic, nor geophysical conditions for creation of
closed swirl that was the Charybdis. And then how was Odysseus, after the
lightning damaged his ship, brought by southern wind (Notes) to the Scylla and
the Charybdis, but according to the offered version he sailed on the raft against
the wind? But, one can ask, which flow could carry the raft with Odysseus
without sails from the Sicily island to the Crete (Ogygia), moreover with the
speed of 1.16 knots, and how could he survive without water in salty Mediter-
ranean Sea for 10 days? On what basis is it possible to consider that island
Vallenttais “floating”? So, accounting all Homer’s indications, there is no big
choice for itinerary of Odysseus sailing. On the map and scheme of Homer-
Odysseus sailing in the Aegean, Marmora and Black seas (610-600 years B.C.)
the routes and localization of objects and places, indicated in “The Odyssey”,
are shown. The remaining pieces of maps are taken from “the Atlas of the Black
sed’ by E. Manganari, 1834, for the Bosporus and Batumi [30].
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“The Atlas of the Black sea’ by E.Manganari, “The Channel of Constantinople, or the
Thracian Bosporus in ancient times’, 1834.

“The Atlas of the Black sea” by E. Manganari, 1834.
(There isthe Tchorokh river and the city of Batumi (on the left there can be seen the

steep bank at the foot which Odysseus could not climb up,- “ Odyssey” , V, 404-440),
ontheright thereistheregion of Batumi on alarge scale.)
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The Atlas of the Black sea’ by E. Manganari, “The Channel of Constantinople, or the
Thracian Bosporusin ancient times’, 1834. (the upper part of the channel from the
Black Seaside)

(The current in Bosporus Channel in Homer’s time is shown by arrows, it was
much stronger and flew from the Marmara Sea to the Black Sea, i.e. reverse to the
present, the water level was lower than today by 4-6 yd. To overcome the current it was
necessary to sail along the shore, where the current speed was lower, but there were
rocks under water. On Manganari’s map the“ Stone” is shown (today - Dikilikaja)- it is
Planktos (with Northern windsthe current was slowed by thewind, the water level raised
and the rocks subsurfaced, a ship could pass between them, but if the wind dropped
suddenly, the ship could go down ontherocks), i.e. asif rockscollided. Herethe Scyllais
compared to the Giant mountain (Yusha today, the cape of Adzhaburun ), that was
possibly the volcano in Homer’stime, and the Charybdis, with its huge whirlpool near the
cape of Mesar-Byrny (today the cape of Mesar), which rotated counter-clockwise and
existed in a particular pocket, which was formed dueto a drastic change of thedirection
of current in that place of the channel. The second whirlpool was behind the Scylla. But,
comming closer tothe Scylla, it was possibleto take the use of the rever se oncoming flow,
that was directed oppositethe main current, near the shore. As seeen on the general view
of the strait, the Charybdisissituated on the sharp bend of the channel).
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5.ON THE PROBLEM OF HOMER’S
IMMANENT BIOGRAPHY

tiswell known that the so-called “Homer’sproblem” even now remains
unanswered. No one knows yet where and when Homer was born,
lived and died and who were his parents. Nevertheless, the most
d| extended bibliography isdedicated to him. It isuniversally recognized
that eight most ancient biographies of Homer have no historic value.

The main conclusion that the science of Homer has reached in the course
of thelast 200 years, isthat Homer’ s creativework is syncretic and immanent, i.e.
itisgenerally indiscreet and al theinformation on the author isto be only found
inhisworks, which putsforward the creation of Homer’simmanent biography as
of an allegorical autobiography ontheagenda. [ 5, p.64; 36]. | have added anew
statement to these conclusions of Homer’ s science that Homer’s creative work
isfull of signlanguage and symbolism. Thelast thing comes out of my research
(not published so far) of ancient Russian and partially ancient Bulgarian, Byzan-
tine literatures and also Pushkin’s works. To provide an example of the sign
languagein Pushkin’sworkswe can consider encrypted in 1833 foresight of his
deathintheageof 37 or in 1837 in“The Queen of Spades’ —*"three, seven, ace”,
and, as is well known, ace of spades foretells the death in cartomancy. For
example, there's the story in Homer’s Odysseus, where Elpenorus dies and
Odysseus meets his shadow in Hades. We can regard it as his prophesying of
hisown death in the age of 69-70 (after the number of lines) and asaspiritual will
tobury himontheidand of Aeze (theBerezan’) (see Thes. 8). Thename‘ EAnnvep
consists of two words: Elric - “expectation, foresight” and vapowy - “flash,
sparkle’, i.e. the name Elpenorus means “flashing foresight”. In the same way,
indication of “people and city of Cimmerians’ (“Odyssey”, XI), shows that
Homer wasbornand lived in thecity of Cimmeriansfor 14 yearswhere he placed
Hades, and such examples can be referred to in excess. Nothing written by
Homer was written by chance. Every epithet, every numbered situation of the
lines (there must be an indication inthem, of course) takes on symbolic and sign
(semiotic) meaning. So, in the history of European literature Homer isalso a
father of symbolic and sign language. But Homer wasn't thefirst to do this. It
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looks like he knew shumer-accadian epic poems, particularly “The Legend of
Guillgamesh (XX B.C.), because he created the myth of Heracles based on this
legend. Apparently he also knew the poem “Babylonian Theodiceya” (X B.C.)
writteninasyllabic achrorhyme[37, p.113]. Probably it wasHomer who completed
the creation of Greek alphabet, and imparted an impul se to consequent devel op-
ment of Greek culture. He founded a new system of chronology by Olympic
Gamesandinhis“lliad” and “ Odyssey” he gave examplesof symbolic mystery
of encryption of dates, names, etc. Olympics prototypedepictedin“lliad” (XXII,
260-890) and in “Odyssey” (V1I, 100-385) gives us the basis to assume that it
was Homer that started new Greek chronology (officially this calendar was in
usefromV century B.C.), probably it was him who established the first year as
theyear of A.D. whenwinners' listswerefirst recorded. Now it'stheyear of 776
B.C., andfor Homer it wasthefirst year in hischronology. Asisknown, months
were not divided into weeks, a month was divided into decades, i.e. into ten
days, and counting 12 months was rather confused. The year began approxi-
mately on 15-16, July [ 8, vol.2, pp.1903-1904]. Asiswell known, Olympic games
were held every four years. The research of symbolism and sign character of
“lliad” and “Odyssey” unambiguously and with multiple indications testifies
onitsdivisioninto books (songs) and linesareto be attributed to Homer himself
and not to the Alexandriascholars. Syncretism isexpressed here by thefact that
48 books of both epic poems symbolize kind of 48 months (4 years) between
Olympiads.

Considering the above-stated, we can presume that Homer tried to fix the
time of Trojan War beginning by thetotal amount of linesin“Iliad” (lessvariable
dueto their being subject to hexameter), and in “Odyssey” - hisday and year of
birth, if we assumefirst three digitsfrom the total amount of linesasthe number
of years starting from the first Olympic Games, the other two digits show the
number of days counting from the beginning of anew year.

For example, there are 15690 lines (hexametron) in“Iliad” . But the begin-
ning of the war is not signed by the end of the epic poem but somewhat earlier
there, where total weeping for Hector is finished by Homer with Helen's
lamentation asthe mourn of aguilty one, and not only of Hector’sdeath but also
of all Troyan war initiation: “Now it isthe twentieth year of round-riding times
haverun sincethetimewhen | cameto Ilion and left my motherland...” (“1liad”,
XXV, 765).

Helen’smonologuefinisheson line 775 of Song XXI1V, which returnsthe
sense of the whole epos to the very beginning. The total amount of lines in
“lliad” until thisline (hexametron) equalsto 15661, so thisisto say that Troyan
War had to begin 157 yearslater from the 1 Olympic Gamesand on the 61st day
since the beginning of the year. So, by our calendar it's going to be the 14th of
September, 619 B.C. if we count it from July, 16. Inthe sameway, relyingonline
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765 of “lliad” [Song XX1V], we can determine that Helen arrived in Troy with
Priamuson September 1, 629 B.C. Thekey wordsto fix theday and the month of
Homer’sbirthday areto befoundinline 304 of Song XXI1V in“Odyssey”: “l was
bornin Alibas’.

Considering this line we can believe that Homer was born on the 62" day
of theyear 119 from the First Olympic Games, by the new system of chronology
itisapproximately the 15t of September 657 B.C.

Itisknownthat “lliad” and“ Odyssey” chronologically describethe events
covering 10 years each, but in the narration Homer describes the events of the
last year of these 10, the period of exactly 40 days. In histranslation of “Odys-
sey” Zhukovsky divided the text into parts according to the days and | had to
dothesamewith“lliad” to avoid the difference of opinions. Besides, the narration
in each epic beginswith Homer’sbirthday on 14 September, 610 B.C. for “Illiad”
and 600 B.C. for “Odyssey”. The straight approval of this assumption was the
description of solar eclipse which took place on the 30" of September 610 B.C.
Thisdate determines all the other dates of these 40 day period starting from the
14" of September in the 1% song. Thisfact can be the basis of investigation of
Homer’sbiography.

Surely, it is not possible to state all the arguments and materials | have
compiled during 20 years, but they suggest that Homer was a Cimmerian Tsar
(seethesis 6), that he was born on the present day Nikolaev peninsula and had
lived there until he was 15 (see theses 1 and 5), and then he moved to Edayn-
Elay (Cimmerida), but visited his birth place several times and died there on
Berezanisland (seethesis 8).

The history of world culture testifies that the life and creative works of a
genius are usualy interrelated so much, that one transforms into another. That
is why “lliad” and “Odyssey”, Homer’s hymns and songs can be the main
source of hisbiography. But Homer would have been too didactical and straight-
forward had he used the main character’swords only to talk about himself. The
power of his poetry is that he “distributed” his biography among several
characters. Moreover, avoiding straight characterization of the members of his
family and himself, he used allegory, mythol ogical name-patternsto conceal the
real namesand at the sametime expresstheir peculiaritiesmorevividly. In Homer’s
poetry thereis nothing incidental, passing, mythological in the sense of unreal.
Beyond every “incredibility” one should learn to distinguish the real meaning,
endowed by the writer.

A clear manifestation of Homer’s symbolismishis choice of apoetic name.
As isknown, the name “Opnpog means “blind” or “hostage’ [8]. It is abso-
lutely clear that Homer deliberately contributed to his image of a blind man,
portraying the blind poets and prophets in his works: Pheneus in the myth
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about Argonauts, Teresey and Demodokus in “Odyssey”. Actualy, he must
have borrowed his name from the so-called “table of peoples’ of the Bible
(Genesis, X, 1-3)[6]: “These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth; sonswerebornto themafter theflood. 2 The sons of 1apheth:
Gomer, Magog, Maday, lavan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer:
Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Thogarma.”

Thisrecordisdated back tothe X — V111 centuriesB.C., and | determinethat
thelifetime of Homer liesinthe X1Xt"century B.C. by my evaluation. Thisrecord
of Homer’s name corresponds to the cuneiform Gi-mir-ra-i and Cimmerians.
Magog isidentified by losiph Phlavius with Scyths. Maday is certainly identi-
fied with Midians. lavan—with lonians, the same asMeshech isa Greek people
inhabiting Asia Minor and Thracia. Ashkenaz corresponds to Ashkuza, also
identified with Scyths. The Land of Hamir is mentioned in the letters of
Ashushurrisua to the king Sargon 11 (722-705 B.C.), aswell asin Synaherib’'s
letter to Sargon Il. Prince Synaherib inherited the Assyrian throne after the
death of hisfather Sargon Il intheyear of 705B.C.[4, VDI .-No.1.- 1947.-pp.253-
260).

All this, taking into account the mentioning of the Cimmerian city and the
people on visiting Hades by Odysseus, gives us the right to consider Homer a
Cimmerian by birth. And the poetical name of Homer must have been adopted
by him due to reading Pentateuch on visiting Egypt and Phoenicia. It is hardly
possible to dispute the fact that Homer was an experienced sailor and knew the
seamanshipwell. In” Odyssey” (X1X, 245-295) it was said that Homer had lived
in Egypt for seven years and one more year in Phoenicia. It isclear that the best
giftshe could receive from Egyptian pharaoh were books [ Odyssey”, X1V, 245-
295, trandlated by Samuel Butler]:

| conceived theidea of making adescent on Egypt, sol fitted out a

fine fleet and manned it. | had nine ships, and the people flocked

tofill them. For six days| and my men madefeast, and | found them

many victims both for sacrifice to the gods and for themselves, but

on the seventh day we went on board and set sail from Crete with a

fair North wind behind us though we were going down ariver. Nothing

went ill with any of our ships, and we had no sickness on board, but

sat where we were and let the ships go as the wind and steersmen took

them. On the fifth day we reached theriver Egypt’s; there | stationed

my shipsin theriver, bidding my men stay by them and keep guard over

them while | sent out scouts to reconnoitre from every point of vantage.

“But the men disobeyed my orders, took to their own devices, and

ravaged the land of the Egyptians, killing the men, and taking their

wives and children captive. The alarm was soon carried to the city,
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and when they heard the war cry, the people came out at daybreak

till the plain wasfilled with horsemen and foot soldiers and with

the gleam of armour. Then Jove spread panic among my men, and they

would no longer face the enemy, for they found themselves

surrounded. The Egyptians killed many of us, and took the rest alive

to do forced labour for them. Jove, however, put it in my mind to do

thus- and | wish | had died then and there in Egypt instead, for

there was much sorrow in storefor me- | took off my helmet and

shield and dropped my spear from my hand; then | went straight up to

theking'schariot, clasped hiskneesand kissed them, whereon he

spared my life, bademeget intohischariot, and took meweepingto
hisown home. Many made at me with their ashen spearsand tried to

kill meintheir fury, but the king protected me, for he feared the wrath of

Jove the protector of strangers, who punishes those who do evil.

“| stayed therefor seven year sand got together much money among

the Egyptians, for they all gave me something; but when it was now

going on for eight years there came a certain Phoenician, a cunning

rascal, who had already committed all sortsof villainy, and this

man talked meover into going with him to Phoenicia, wherehis

house and hispossessions|lay. | stayed therefor awholetwelve

months]...]

Itisprincipally important that it carriesthe actual confirmation of thefact
that Greek buccaneers attacked Egypt indicated by Herodotusin Book 11 (152-
154). The historian described as Psammetichus I, having ousted Ethiopians
from Egypt, divided it into 12 parts and, then, during a cel ebration in Hephaistos
temple, probably they decided to restrict his power due to his using the helmet
instead of the sacrificial bowl:

“CLI1. Psammetichus was king for the second time when he found himself
driven away into the marshes by the eleven kings because of the helmet. [3]
Believing, therefore, that he had been abused by them, he meant to be avenged
on those who had expelled him. He sent to inquire in the town of Buto, where
the most infallible oracle in Egypt is; the oracle answered that he would have
vengeance when he saw men of bronze coming from the sea. [4] Psammetichus
did not in the least believe that men of bronze would come to aid him. But after
a short time, lonians and Carians, voyaging for plunder, were forced to put in
on the coast of Egypt, where they disembarked in their armour of bronze; and
an Egyptian came into the marsh country and brought news to Psammetichus
(for he had never before seen armoured men) that men of bronze had come from
the sea and were foraging in the plain. [5] Psammetichus saw in this the
fulfillment of the oracle; he made friends with the lonians and Carians, and
promised them great rewards if they would join him and, having won them

65



over, deposed the eleven kings with these allies and those Egyptians who
volunteered.

CLIV. To the lonians and Carians who had helped him, Psammetichus
gave placesto live in called The Camps, opposite each other on either side of
the Nile; and besides this, he paid them all that he had promised. [2] More-
over, he put Egyptian boys in their hands to be taught Greek, and from these,
who learned the language, are descended the present-day Egyptian interpret-
ers. [3] The lonians and Carians lived for a long time in these places, which
are near the sea, on the arm of the Nile called the Pelusian, a little way below
the town of Bubastis. Long afterwards, king Amasis removed them and settled
them at Memphisto be his guard against the Egyptians. [4] It isa result of our
communication with these settlersin Egypt (thefirst of foreign speech to settle
in that country) that we Greeks have exact knowledge of the history of Egypt
fromthereign of Psammetichus onwards. [5] Therestill remained in my day, in
the places out of which the lonians and Carians wer e turned, the winchesl for
their Shipsand theruinsof their houses. Thisis how Psammetichus got Egypt.”
[Trandlated by A. D. Godley]

It is quite possible that owing to Homer’s detachment Psammetichus was
re-established on thethrone of Egyptin 628 B.C. Asismentioned in“Odyssey”,
all Homer’ s detachment remained in Egypt and he returned to his native town of
Edayn-Cimmerydaalonein 619-620 B.C. Although Herodotuswrote (11, 43) about
Heracles as an ancient Egyptian god, considering his parents, Amphitrion and
Alcmena, that came from Egyptians, there is no evidence for this fact in the
ancient Egyptian literature. [ The History of World Literaturein9vols,, vol.1, M.,

1983, pp.54-82]. More likely that the offspring’s of lonians and Carians, who
originated this myth, were the source of information used by Herodotus. Actu-
ally, the Myth of Heracles could be bornin Homer’simagination in Egypt after
reading Shumer-Accadian Myth of Guillgamesh. And in this creative sense
Heracles could be born in Egypt.

No doubt that Homer obtained profound knowledgein astronomy in Egypt,
itisjust there that hisidea of establishing anew era of Greek chronology after
the 1% Olympic Games arose. He considered the idea of recording the names of
thefirst heroesand construing anew calendar. His Cimmerian conception of the
cult of death and Hades was certainly developed under the influence of Egyp-
tian culture, where the worship of the dead was expressed in construction of
Pyramids. Histhree-headed dog Cerberus, guarding the gate of Hades, isamere
reproduction of Egyptian Anubis—the god of the dead usually depicted with a
dog's head.

And who were Homer’s parents? We should mention that Homer made a
cult of hisloveto the Motherland, to his parents and ancestors (“ Odyssey”, 111,
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151-168; 1X, 34-36). So it doesn’t seem strange that having described the Greek
universein “lliad” he dedicated it to his mother who had been Greek by birth,
and “ Odyssey” , describing the Cimmerian society, was dedicated to hisfather —
Cimmerian tsar and asailor from the tribe of Thyrmenias, that was mentioned by
Stephan of Byzantium[4, VDI. - No. 3- 1948.- pp. 217-330]. He also managed to
confine all the narration dedicated to them to the 40-day period of their
commemoration. Scythsaswell as Cimmerians, according to Herodotus' s“His-
tory” (1V, 72, 73), commemorated the dead for exactly 40 days. Egyptiansmourned
for 70 days (Gen., 50, 3), Jewscried for Mosesfor 30 days (“ Deuteronomy”, 34,
1), Trojan mourned Hector for 10days(“Iliad”, XX1V, 7854), Greekscommemorated
Achillesfor 18 days (“Odyssey” , XXV, 63).

Taking into account the immanent character of Homer’s poetry we can
state that the true facts of his parents' biography can be seen in the answersto
the questions about the background of his characters in “Odyssey”. In the
answers to these questions Homer characterizes not only himself, but his par-
ents as well. In particular, we can find out that Homer descended from arich
family, hewasason of aCimmeriantsar (“ Odyssey”, X1V, 199-228). The usage of
the name of Castor for his father and himself points to the fact that Homer’s
father or Homer himself had a brother, who was sure to descend from the royal
family. Homer’s uncle could have had the name of Pan, two riversthe Hypanis
(the Southern Bug) and the Panticapes (the Ingul), and the town of Panticapey
in Tavrida (Crimea) were named after him. And the brother of Homer-Odysseus-
Castor was Achilles-Polydevk (the real name was not known). The choice of
Homer’sfather and grandfather’s names fully coincides with the description of
Hylaea (“Woodland”) by Herodotus, where Homer had placed Hades.

Asfor Homer’smother, according to thetext shewasn't aCimmerian woman
and was brought as a slave, but was respected as a legal wife and her son was
respected asan heir, that meant she descended from anoble family. We can find
the part of her “biography” in the mythological legend about Odysseus' mother
Antyclea, her father and grandfather Autolyckus (“the most thievish man”),
and Odysseus' grandmother Amphithea (“the most beautiful and divine
woman”).

The additional information clarifying the biography of Homer’s mother can
be found in the story about Nikolaev peninsula narrated in “ Odyssey” (XV, 403-
481). Thereitisregarded asan island of Syra, which means*granary” or “cave”.
We find out that Homer’s mother was born in Sydon (Saida) in Phoenicia and
was abducted by pirates and sold to the Cimmerian tsar — Homer’s future father.
From “Odyssey” it comes out that she brought up a little son (Homer) and
escaped with him on a Phoenician ship. Her father was arich man Saida Aribant,
which meansthat he had come from Bantia, thetown in lllyria, aprovincein the
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South of Greece. Thisnamewas probably thereal name of Homer’sgrandfather.
The name of Homer’sfather in thistext has an obvious Cimmerian or Scythian
character. Ktnjowog - literally means*the guard of home hearth”. Another name
of Homer’sgrandfather Ormenid (Greek - “ Oppeviong) means* fisherman” or
“set on anchor” which pointsto his profession of amariner and impliesthat he
belonged to the Cimmerian tribe of Thyrmenias[8]. Homer’s father ruled two
regions and taking into account the fact that hewas* liketheimmortal” we can
conclude that he belonged to the royal family.

In the last XX1V™ chapter (300-306) Odysseus answering the question of
hisfather Laertes, who didn’t recognize him, calls himself Eperitus Enepedo-
meaning “entirely devoted”, which is evidently the author’s mystification, and
he callshisfather Apheidas and grandfather — Polypemon. From the translation
it followsthat Apheidas (Greek -’ Apeidog) literally means*“ fearless, unsparing,
not considering the danger, generous’, and Ilolvrapwv means “very rich”.
The name of Odysseus' mother Avtikigwo. should be translated as “not glori-
ous’, but her real name must have been Climena[8]. That followsfrom the story
of a swineherd Eumaeus (“Odyssey”, XV, 363-364) who said that he “was
brought up in his childhood together with the youngest daughter of a kind
gueen, called Climena’. Thus, Homer had brothers and sisters, the youngest of
themwastraditionally named after her mother. Odysseus meeting with hismother
and their talk in Hades (“Odyssey”, X1, 155- 224) suggested the fact that she had
committed asuicide.

The total amount of information givenin “lliad”, “Odyssey”, hymns and
myths of Leda, Dioscurses, and Helen the Beautiful gives us the right to sug-
gest that Helen was Homer’ssister, aswell asAchilles’ and Clitemnestrals[16].
That explainsthe fact that such strong and loving men as Achillesand Odysseus
werethe only menwho didn’t try to win her heart, and that Helen did not give up
Odysseus to Trojans two times. In one of the versions of the myth about Leda
there is a straight reference to her Phoenician background. The real name of
Homer’s mother might have been Climena, and the reason of her death — the
consequences of Trojan War. Troy had been burnt because of her daughter
Helen; prominent heroes of Greeceand Lydiawerekilledinthiswar, among them
were her son Achilles, as well as Ayax and her relatives Patroclus, Priamus,
Parisus and Hector, and the winner of thiswar Agamemnon, was killed by her
daughter Clitemnestrain March 608 B.C., not even having thetimeto enjoy the
victory[8]. At that time, her dear son Odyssey-Homer was lost when he had
sailed for Pontus Auxinsky. All this put together overfilled her with grievance
and shamefor her children and she committed asuicidein April 608 B.C. Funda-
mentally important argument for this assumption was the fact that all these

women without exception had appeared in Hades[ 1, X1] when it wasvisited by
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Odysseusin 607 B.C. That iswhy Homer gave amythological name of Antyclea
to hismother, which means*“ not glorious” and “ashamed”, and at the sametime
he decided to glorify her and dedicated “Iliad” to her.

Stated above hel psusto outline theimmanent biography of Homer taking
into account theinformation givenin hispoems. Thelist of namesof mythological
heroesin the X1 song of “Odyssey” is actually a peculiar creative account of
hismotherland, on visiting Hades (today’s Nikolaev) where Homer wasborn. It
akind of enumeration of what had been done during lifetime before one’s death.
Behind each name there are myths created by him probably here. So Homer’s
mother was Phoenician by the place of birth in Sydon (Saida) and Greek by
origin named Climena. At the age of 20, when she gave birth to her daughter
Helen from her father (Zeusin the myth), she escaped on the Phoenician ship to
the Cimmerian tsar Lyck-L aertesin Herodotus' Hylaea (today’sNikolaev) inthe
year of 658 B.C. Here in one of the Cimmerian towns of Borysthenes (or
Olbiopoalites?) approximately onthe 15 of September, 657 B.C. shegaveabirth
to ason, named Homer. A year after the abduction, Homer’ sgrandfather Aribant—
Autolycus found his daughter in Cimmeria, brought her daughter Helen to her
and named hisgrandson, future Homer, Alcides or Polymed. Andin“ Odyssey”
(X1IX, 409) he was named Odysseus, which meant “angry”. The reason of his
anger was Homer’s mother’s escape. He has been staying in Hylaea for some
time, taking part in the upbringing of hisgrandson[ 16], and probably conceived
with his daughter another son named Polydevk (that is why he is the son of
Zeusin the myth), later Homer would give him the name of Achilles. He was,
probably, born in 656 or 655 B.C., after that Homer’s grandfather Aribant —
Autolycus |eft for Sydon (Saida). Leaving the town he invited his grandson to
visit his place. Here, in Hylaea (Cape Hippolaus) Homer’s younger sister
Clitemnestra-Climenawasborn from Homer’ sfather Lyck-L aertes approximately
in654B.C..

In 647 B.C. Scythsdefeated Cimmeriansin AsiaMinor and Homer’ sgreat-
grandfather, Cimmerian chief Lygdamis, died there, and Homer’s grandfather
Spargapithes came back home (see thesis 6). But Scyths continued to press
them even in Hylaea. Not coming to an agreement what to do: either to leave
their motherland or take the battle under Hylaea (Cape Hippolaus or Kinburn
Spit), according to Herodotus's “History” Cimmerian chiefs split into two groups
and killed each other in a battle and were buried with honours. In this fraternal
battle Homer’sgrandfather Spargapithes might have died. Thus, thereign came
from Cimmerian chiefsto Scythian ones. Homer’s uncle by name Pan probably
took the throne. His mother was a Scythian woman Driopa and his father —
Hermes-Spargapithes. Homer's father didn’t take part in the battle and wasin
Edayn-Cimmerida (today’s Seddulbakhir), situated on the peninsula at the en-
trance to the Hellespont Channel (Dardanelles), not far from Troy.
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In 642 B.C. when Homer was 15 yearsold hismother escaped with him on
the Phoenician ship from Herodotus' Hylaea to Edayn-Cimmeridawhere their
father had lived. From 642till 640 B.C. Homer might have studied marine skills
and poetical art of Aristey Prokonesus'.

From about 640 B.C. Homer started his“ Deedsof Heracles’ at theageof 17
(thesewerethetasksof Parisus) [ 16], whichtook 12 years, from 640to 628 B.C.
In the beginning of his deeds he might have married Megara, the daughter of
Phyvian king Creontis, and then his children and wife died due to some un-
known reason and to redeem his guilt he arrived to Delphoi where he changed
hisnameon oracle’sorder from Alcidesto Heracles. At the sametimetheoracle
sentenced him to a 12-year service (actually he could serveless). He must have
been serving Lydia's king or one of his vassals Parisusin Troy while his town
Edayn-Cimmerida was not under his control. It probably happened not in the
beginning of the deeds but during the 19" year of hislife, asis pointed in the
XIX " songof “Odyssey” in 638 B.C. while completing his4" deed exactly when
Homer visited his grandparents on Parnassos. Here, during the hunt the wild
boar hurt hisleg. In 629 B.C. when Homer-Heracleswas busy accomplishing his
11" deed and Argonauts went to find the Golden Fleece, Parisus abducted his
sister Helen and took her with him to Sydon to her mother. In 630-628 B.C.
Homer-Heracleswasin Scythiain Herodotus' Hylaea accomplishing histhree
last tasks. After that he had three sons from the girl-snake Circe-Deianira:
Agathyrsus, Gelonusand Scyth-Gil. In 629 B.C. Homer’sfather Lyck-L aertesat
the age of 48 took part in the Argonaut’s campaign to Colchid.

Having returned to Edyne-Cimmerid, Homer sailed to Egypt with thefleet of
9 ships in 628 B.C. where he came to the service of Egyptian pharaoh
Psammetichus| (665-609 B.C.) and hel ped himto return histhrone, that fact was
acknowledged by Herodotus[[39,11, 152-154]]. He has been staying therefor 7
years and then after reading the “Pentateuch” of the “Old Testament” and the
epic poem “ The Legend about Guillgamesh” he decided to adopt anew poetical
name of Homer and create amyth of Heracles. In 621 B.C. hemoved from Egypt
to Sydon in Phoeniciato hisgrandfather. Thenin 621 B.C. hemarried Penelope
and in 620 B.C. she gave hirth to a son Telemachos (the Scythian name was
Anacharsis).

TheTroyan War started on 14" of September 619 B.C. when Homer was 38
yearsold and ended in February of 610 B.C. At that time Homer started his 10-
year voyage, which wasover inthe autumn of 600 B.C. His brother Achillesdied
inthiswar and later hissister Clitemnestradied from her son Orest’shand. Right
after the Troyan War Homer sailed to Scythia with 12 ships. Apparently he
wanted to re-establish his father’s reign, like in Egypt, but in the Bay of
L aistrygones an earthquake destroyed all but his ship. Inthe summer of 609-607
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B.C. Homer found himself on the island of Aeae(Berezan’) at Circea’sanden
lived with her for ayear or two. At the sametime he visited his motherland (see
thesis1) and hisrelativesin Cimmerian towns of Olbiopolitesand Borysthenites
situated on the Cape Hippolaus (Nikolaev) in Hylaea. There he received the
news about his mother’s death in the spring of 608 B.C. And this could be the
reason of writing “lliad” and “Odyssey” and dedicating them to his parents.

After ayear, in 609 or 608 B.C. he had the 4" son with Circe-Deianiranamed
Telegonos from the hand of whom he was destined to die. His other sons
Agathyrsus, Gelonus and Scyth-Gil were in the age of 21, 20 and 19 years
respectively. Thispremonition explainsthe X1t song of “ Odyssey” telling about
hisvisit to Hades by Circe'sindication. In September of 607 B.C. Homer found
himself on an island Trinacria (Prince islands in the Marmara Sea), where the
herds of Heliosfed out. In each herd there were 50 oxen exactly and the number
of them stayed permanent. This symbolized the 50 anniversary of Homer and
verified Homer’s date of birth, established above. Then his ship was destroyed
by Zeus and Homer on the mast and keel sailed to the island of Ogygsky where
Calypsolived. Therehestayed for 7 yearsand probably finished his“Iliad” and
started “Odyssey”. During that time Calypso gave birth to 4 sons. On the 8"
year of his living on an island, Homer left Calypso and in the beginning of
October of 600 B.C. sailed to Scheriaisland (Batumy) (seethesis4). At theend
of Octaber of 600 B.C. Phoeaciansdelivered him hometo Edayn-Cimmerida.

After thefight with the fiancee he was exiled from Edayn-Cimmeridafor 10
years. Justintheseyearshefinished “Iliad” and “ Odyssey”, which immortalized
hisname. According to mythsheleft for Phesprotyaand married Callidyca[40,
pp.542-547]. During thistime he must have been living in Calliopolys (thetown
of epic Muse). Later it was probably called Callidycabecause Homer had lived
and finished his two epic poems “lliad” and “Odyssey” there. After that he
returned to Edayn-Cimmeridawhere he was accidentally killed by his 28-year-
old son Telegonos, who was send to find his father. Then Thelegonos-Savlius
married Pennel ope, the wife of Odysseus-Homer and took her together with her
late husband and son Telemachos-Anacharsis to Scythian Hylaea. [16]. Ac-
cording to the mythsthat happened after 590 B.C. The epitaph found on Berezan’
island by Skadovsky and decoded by Yaylenko gave us the right to consider
that Homer died in August of 581 B.C. and was secretly buried on Berezan’
island accordingly to hiswill (seethesis8). So Homer had lived for 76 yearsfrom
657t0581B.C.

| think, that almost total absence of Homer’s factual biography in ancient
Greece is the evidence of his “barbarian” background. And the recognition of
Scyth Thelemachos-Anacharsys as one of the seven wise men of ancient Greece
isauniversal esteem to the son of Homer.
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Thus, Homer’ simmanent biography can bedivided into8 main periods:

1

2.

3.

o

“Borysthenidian” —657-642 B.C. —Homer’ s childhood and adol escence
in Hades (Nikolaev);

“1¢ Cimmeridian” —642-640 B.C. in Edayne-Cimmerida, studying marine
profession and poetry under supervision of Aristey Prokonnesus;
“Deeds of Heracles” — 640-628 B.C.— service under the Trojan king
Parisus-Eurystheus, marriageto Megara, birth of Agathyrsus, Gelonus
and Scyth-Gil from Circe (629-627 B.C.);

“Egyptian campaign” —628-620 B.C.— service under the Egyptian king
Psammetichus| during 7 years, lifein Phoenicia, marriage to Penelope
in Cimmeride, birth of Telemachos(620B.C.);

“The Troyan War” —620-610B.C.

“Odyssey” in Pontus Euxine (the Black Sea) —610-600 B.C. — 2-year
living onthe Aeseisland (the Berezan’) at Circe, birth of Telegonosin
609 B.C., beginning of “Iliad”, 7-year living on theisland of Ogygia
(the Crimea) at Calypso, birth of Latinus, Navsiphoy, Navsinoy, Auson
(606-600B.C.), work at “Iliad” and “ Odyssey”;

“Calliopolysian” —600-590 B.C. —finishing the two epic poems, return
to Edayn-Cimmerid;

“2rd Cimmeridian” —590-581 B.C. —creation of hymnsand myths, death
from Telegon’shand and funeral on the Aeaeisland (Berezan’)

The towns Edayn-Cimmerida, Calliopolys, Proconnesus where Homer lived.
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6.ONTHE POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING
THE CIMMERIAN-SCYTHIAN NAME OFHOMER

he Cimmerian parentage of Homer doubtlessly promoted Greek myths
il filling with Cimmerian motives and propagation of these mythsin
{ieay Scythia Therefore Herodotusin his*History” [9, 1V, 59) did not suc-

24 ceed to give Greek equivalentsto all eight Scythian gods, and healso
doubted that Targitaus was the son of Zeus and the daughter of the Borysthenes
river[9, IV, 5]. Suppose, that Targitaus served Homer asapre-image of theimmortal
giant Uranus, and his son Colaxais — the son of the giant Cronos, in this case
Zeus becomes the son of Cronos-Colaxais, and Heracles becomes the son of
Zeus and grandson of Cronos-Colaxais, so the doubts of Herodotus are quite
justified.

Herodotus puts down the name Targitausin Greek language — Tapyitaog
and probably there was a Greek basis. Here the particle Tap = toi ap, t& ap -
meanstheword“as’, and the remaining part of the name yitaog — lookslikethe
word “giant”, spoilt by Scythians, yiyag, avrtog—i.e. itisnecessary to read
Targitaus, “asthegiant”. It ispossible that the name Tartarus, asthe distant area
of Hades, where he was hidden (see 1) was derived from Targitaus. According
to Hesiod Tartarus was the husband of Gaia, aswell as Uranus, that is Targitaus
was. |nthe same way the name Colaxais—hasaGreek basis, but it isrecorded by
Herodotusfrom words of Scythiansin adistorted way, and theword— Ko,ocoog
—“colossus’ or “titan” was initial for certain. The Scythian name of Zeus —
Iaraiog inthelanguage of children meansrtanrag “ dad” or nanwiog - “daddy”,
in the language of adultsis nanmo —“grandfather” [8]

If we continue to search the sense enclosed by Cimmerians and Scythians
in the names of the gods on the basis of the Greek language, then the Greek
name Hestiya, the goddess of the hearth Tabiti, — Tafri — probably consists of
two words Ta and iotn=piotog, together meaning “thislife’, as the opposi-
tion or, most probably, the name Tabiti served the uniting beginning of that and
another life. Gaia, the primary goddess of Cimmerian-Scythian pantheon sounds,
asApia—" Arni—probably isbased onthe Greek arn” =aro —“from” and hasthe
sense of the first cause of everything and is supplement by ia —“one”, that
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can betranglated as*from one”, complementing the meaning of Gaia, as earth,
both indicating a unique and universal role in generating the gender, in which
she was the one who executed simultaneously the role of the Greek goddesses
Gaia, Rheaand Hera. Another explanation of her nameisfromtheword Argyput-
“to be away, to be absent, not to be alive” or the second meaning of thisword —
“to pass, todie’. If Apiawasthe empress of the dead, similar to Persephone, she
encompassed, thus, all generations simultaneously, and as everyone was gone
into the earth, she was the empress of the Earth - Gaia. The name of Scythian
Aphrodite Urania, that was called Argimpaeans—* Apyipraoca, consists of two
words“ Apypevoc=apym — ' 'to serve the beginning”” or “to cause” and maca
—"everything, all”, i.e. Aphrodite, the goddess of beauty and love, was *’'the
beginning of al” for Scythians. Inthebook by A. 1. Dovatuer etd. |9, 1V], there
is aScythian name of Poseidon, — Thagimasadas— @aywpacade, in[8] —inthe
record — @appacddag — Thamimasadas. And this record seems to be more
precise, because it can be given in three ways @opa or Qapilem — «often»,
ipaco® — «to beat», «to wip», «to swing» and adag = aong —“to one'sheart’s
content”, “fedup”, i.e. hereisthe characteristic of the god of the seas Poseidon,
as “often beating or swinging in abundance”. Herodotus records Apollo in
Scythian trangliteration, as Hoytosires — I'ovtéovpog, that can be translated as
aword consisting of two words I'oftie — «fascinating, charming» and cvpog -
“Syrian”, i.e. for Scythians Apollois—"acharming Syrian”. Fromthemythsitis
known, that Apollo and nymph Sinope had a son Syra, the ancestor of Syrians.
Aswe seeadl thetitles of the Cimmerian-Scythian gods are, as a matter of fact,
the characteristics of the gods that are common for Cimmerians, Scyths and
Greeks. They are given in Greek and recorded by Herodotus in the obviously
distorted way, but nevertheless relayed correctly. It is essential that they ex-
press relation of Scyths to the Greek gods and it testifies for the benefit of
existence of common Greek- Scythian mythological and cultural substratum.

So, Scythian pantheon of all the gods from Giants to Titans and Olympi-
ans, observing the priority and kinship, accounting the above said assumption,
could look likethis:

THEGIANTS

1. ApiaGaia (Tellus), Targitaus wife (Scythian Gaia = Geye, Rhea and
Hera);

2. Targitaus — Uranus,

TITANS

1. Apia-Gaig, Colaxais wife(Scythian Gaia= Geye, Rheaand Hera);

2.1. Leipoxais— Coes,

2.2. Arpoxais- Oceanus;

2.3. Colaxais— Cronos (low son of Uranium - Targitaus);

Olympians:
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1. Apia- Gaia, wife Papaeus wife—Zeus (Scythian Gaia= Geye, Rheaand
Hera);

3.1. Papaeus - Zeus (son of Cronos— Colaxais);

3.2. Tabiti —Hestiya (Vesta) (elder daughter of Colaxaisand Apia);

3.3. Thamimasadas — Poseidon (son of Colaxaisand Apia);

4.1. Ares (Mars) — possibly Akhinak (son of Zeus-Papaeus and Gaia —
Apia);

4.2. Hoytosires— Apollo (son of Zeus and Lato, daughter of Targitaus);

4.3. Argimpaeans — Aphrodita Urania (daughter of Zeus and Diona);

4.4. Heracles (son of Zeus and Alcmena).

Here Arpoxais is compared to titanyd by Oceanus that Aprolaiv from
Greek is trandated as “the predator, robber, predatory” [8]. The Borysthenes,
(Dnieper), which was full of rapids, and considered in times of Homer
Periphlegeton and Oceanus|ooking like bending around all the Earth, and through
which Charon transported the dead to Hades, i.e. in the most general sense
Oceanuskidnapped peoplefrom life. Leipoxaisistrand ated from Greek as“ wesak,
fat”. And, really, titanyd — Cimmerian Coes— L eipoxais, the brother and husband
of titanyd Phoebus, who gave birth to Lato and Asteria, grandfather of Artemida,
Apollo and Gecata, participated in titanomachiaand was thrown down by Zeus-
Papaeus into Tartarus, i.e. was buried in Hylaea, on Kinburn spit. Arpoxais-
Oceanus, on the contrary, did not participate in titanomachia and was included
into the pantheon of Olympic gods.

In Scythian mythology Gaia, the Mother-earth, isthe goddess playing the
most considerable part in theogonycal process. Shewas born after Chaosandis
one of the 4 elemental forces (Chaos, the Earth, Tartarus, Eros), gave abirth to
Uranium—Targitaus—heaven and took him ashusband[9, 16, 40]. She, together
with Uranium — Targitaus gave birth to her three sons Leipoxais, Arpoxais,
Colaxais, the daughters L ato, Dionaand many other children, and then with the
junior son Colaxais, apparently, gave birth to Zeus, Hades, Poseidon, Demetre
and Hestiya. Herethe Cimmerian parentage of gods, was probably, laid by Gaia-
Scythian, but already with Zeus-Papaeus, asasymbol of joint living on oneand
the same land. That is why, | suppose, that in Scythian mythology Apia-Gaia
personified in itself three Greek goddesses. Gaia, Rhea and Hera. It is from
mythical Apiato actual Tabiti-Hestiya, snake-like virgin, of the eponym of the
Borysthenes, worshipping of the domestic locus (Hestiya), as a symbol of the
gender and personification of Mother-Earth (Gaia) that had passed from
Cimmeriansto Scyths.

The next step in the reconstruction of Scythian mythological genealogy
can be the inclusion of Heracles and his sons into it: Agathyrsus, Gelonus and
Scyth — eponyms of names of three Scythian tribes. The last step in reduction
parentage to realities of Herodotus' Scythia is to include in it the parentage of
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Anacharsis and Savlius accounting Gnurus, Lyck and great-grandfather
Spargapithes, and also Savlius and his son, Scythian king Idanthyrsus, the
conqueror over of Dariusin 514 B.C.

On the basis of immanence of Homer’s works it was established, that he
had been the son of the Cimmerian tsar, whowasal so bornin Herodotus' Hylaea,
where hehad located Hades (seetheses 1, 2, 5). Further, in thefable of Herodotus
“History” (9, IV, 76) about the destiny of Anacharsis, the historian marked, that
Scythian tsar Anacharsishad been killed in theforests of Hylaea. Simultaneously
Herodotus referred to their parentage: Spar gapithes => Lyck => Gnurus =>
Anacharss, Savlius=>Idanthyr sus. If wesuppose, for example, that |danthyrsus
was 66 yearsoldin 514 B.C., then the approximate year of hisbirthis580B.C.,
and Savlius—from 630 to 600 B.C., accordingly the birth of hisfather Gnurus—
from 680 to 640 B.C. These estimations enable us to consider, that Gnurus and
Homer (taking into account the established year of Homer’s birth in 657 B.C.)
lived inthe sametimeand in the same place, in Hylaea, wherethey ruled —aren’'t
they the same person?

It seems to me, that it was particularly so. The thing is that the name
Gnurus, possibly, should betranglated from Greek as“famous’, “ perfect” [8]. In
other thesesit is noted, that Homer had borrowed his name from the Old Testa-
ment (Gen., X, 1-3) [6]; it is necessary to add, that the name of Homer istrans-
lated as" completeness’, “ perfection” (“ efficiency”) from Hebrew, [ 7, p. 169]. As
aresult it is possible to suppose, that the name of Gnurus has come to Scyths,
as the wrong interpretation of Greek trandation of the name of Homer from
Hebrew. Herodotus recorded the name Gnurus as I'vovpov, and only one word
can be chosen having a close connection with — I'vépiypog — “known, fa-
mous’[8]. Thus, this name became the direct confirmation of close cultural
relationship between Cimmerians and Greeks, and also that Scyths were proud
of the genius of Homer not less than Greeks.

Further, coming from this, we can build the whole Homer’s Cimmerian-
Scythian parentage. The name of Lyck and Odysseus sfather, Laertes, are alit-
erative, as well as Gnurus and Homer. The translation from Greek means
AvYkog— wolf, predator, profligate. The poetic name of Odysseus sfather, Laertes
— Aagprong — probably consists of 2 parts, where Aa — plays the role of an
intensifying prefix, and the second part is presented by theword éportig - £optA,
goptd, optN — entertainment, holiday or even &pog — épowg, ®tog
— love, passion, the god of love Eros is usualy considered as the son of
Aphrodite and Ares [8]. According to other myths he is the son of Aphrodite
and Hermes (that iswhy they took care of Odysseus morethan others!). But the
most important fact for our subject it that Er os— iscourageousmarksman, lord
of the Sea, the Earth, the kingdom of the dead and Tartarus[16]. The last
precisely connects Laertes to positioning of Homer’'s Hades in Hylaea of
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Herodotus, i.e. on the cape of Hippolaus and characterizes him as aseaman who
participated in the expedition of Argonauts[4, Diodorus Sicilian. 48-5. - VDI. —
No. 4. -1947].

The name of Spargapithes, Lyck’s father and Gnurus grandfather,
Anacharsis' great-grandfather allows us to establish the relation to the founder
of the whole generation of Targitaus. The fact is that Spargapithesin Greek is

written as Xropyoncifcog and the sense consists of two words. Znapyavom
— «swaddling» and I1&i@® — “ Pipho” — Aphrodite’s daughter, goddess of per-
suasion and elogquence, and in another version of the myth — the daughter of
Oceanus and Tethida [16]. In both cases Spargapithes is Pipho's son. But, in
one case sheisthe daughter of Aphrodite-Argimpaeans, and in the second case
there is area relation through Pipho with Oceanus and Tethida, according to
which Spargapithes is the grandson of Arpoxais-Oceanus, the middle son of
Targitaus. So it is possible, that Pipho was the daughter of Arpoxais (Oceanus)
and Argimpaeans (Aphrodite) and so she was the goddess of persuasion and
eloguence. Besides, according to the habitation in Hylaea she must have been
the wife of the son of Colaxais. So, the parentage of Homer from Targitaus to
Anacharsisis possible to be lined up in such away: Targitaus=> Arpoxais +
Argimpaeans=> Pipho+? (Son of Colaxais) => Spar gapithes=>Lyck =>Gnurus
(Homer) =>Anacharsis.

So, Homer was born from the great-grandmother of Pipho, as the god-
desses of persuasion and eloguence and it was not incidental. It is not less
important, that he is a decendant of the first great Cimmerian chief Targitausin
the fifth generation, from which Scyths originated. Probably, these myths
emerged dueto thefact of origination and strife of Titansand Giants, asHomer’s
direct ancestors. Thus, Homer was the last Cimmerian, and his son Anacharsis
was the first Scyth.

General historic background, against which this parentage branch stands, is
characterized by mutual influence of Cimmerian and Scythian tribes that lived
side by side or in the neighbourhood. Historically the first Homer, as the son of
laphet was an eponym of Cimmerians (see theses 1, 5), as well as his brother
Magog was to Scythians that had been living even in XIX B.C. But, the multi-
centennial old hegemony of Cimmeriansthe Northern Black Seacoast wasinter-
rupted, and in the beginning of V11 B.C. on the historical front stagetheinfluence
of Scythian nation became stronger.

The proximity of Scythian and Cimmerian cultures speaksfor their centuries-
old neighbourhood and interpenetration of cultures and relation, that became
the cause of internal, and then external displacement. For the first time Scyths
are mentioned in cuneiform sources dated back to Asarchaddon’s times (680-
669 BC). Thereisthedirect information, that Scyths penetrated the territory of
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the Maney state and led by their leader Ishpakay supported the latter in their
struggle with Assyria. Assyrians, being worried with this, aiming to attract
Scyths on their side, decided to offer the daughter of their king as a wife to
Partatua, the king of “the country of Ishkuza’, i.e. Scythia. Apparently, this
union was concluded, as Scythsin 673 B.C. on the Assyriaside helped Assyria
in strife with insurgent midians, that, however, didn’t prevent the latter from
creating Midian state. Several decades later the troops of the strengthened
Midiaintruded Assyria and sieged their capital Nineveh (Ninive). “The huge
Scythian army led by their king Medes, son of Prototiy’ cameto help Assyria.
Researchersidentify Prototiy of Herodotus[39,1, 103-105] with Partatuaof the
Assyrian sources. This has put the beginning of the 28-year rule of Scythsin
Front Asia, thereis no exact date of the rule; from the present work it follows,
that it happened between 652 and 625 B.C. [41, 42} .

As we see, the external displacement of Cimmerians by Scyths did not
begin from the Northern Black Seacoast, but from AsiaMinor, where Cimmerians
had ruled since the end of VIII B.C. Probably, under Colaxais's leadership
Cimmerians defeated the Urartu king Rus|, about 714 B.C., andin 679-678 B.C.
they, probably, were beaten when they attacked Assyria under the leadership of
Cimmerian kings Teushpaand Colaxais, where Colaxais could perish. Sincethen
the authority in Hylaea passed to Homer's grandfather, Spargapithes, who had
asuccessful campaign together with Urartsin 676-674 B.C. against Phrygia, that
was situated in the center of modern Anatolia. Spargapithes plundered and
destroyed the country. It is possible, therefore, that Homer called him Polypemon
— IMolvrapmv, that means “very rich” as one of his grandfathe's fictitious
names. Then Cimmeriansinvaded Greek ionic cities of AsiaMinor and attacked
Lidiya. Itisknown, that about 660 B.C. Lidiyaand Tabal asked Assyriafor help,
but that, however, did not impede Cimmerians to attack the former. In the battle
with them about 654 B.C. the Lidian king Gigaswaskilled, and the capital of his
kingdom, Sardis, wasinvaded and plundered by the winners. Arian and Stephan
Byzantianes inform us about the Cimmerian occupation of ionic cities. It was
then, that Cimmerians occupied Edayn-Atandr that had been called Cimmerida,
where Homer lived for sometimelater. During the 50'sof V11 B.C. Assyriacame
to help Lidiya. King Ashurbanipal moved the Scythian detachments under the
command of Madiya who destroyed Cimmerians, led by Lygdamis and his son
Sandakshatru. It is known, that the former has perished in Cilicia, in south-east
AsiaMinor [42, p. 17]. Probably, the son of Colaxais and husband of Pipho was
meant under Lygdamis' name, and his son Sandakshatru in an Assyrian manner
was Spargapithesin Scythian way. Together with him in the campaign, the father
of Homer, Lyck, also participated, for certain. He had occupied Edayn-Atandr-
Cimmerida and stayed in the town. Apparently, the victory gained by Scyths
over Cimmerians in Asia Minor and the death of their king Lygdamis had an
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immediate effect on the seizure of power in Cimmerian cities of Hylaeaby Pan,
the son of Spargapithes, who could be the son of Scythian empress, at the same
time. There could be another version of the events according to the script de-
scribed by Herodotusin “History” [9, 1V, 11-12]. Scyths, having gained victory
in Asia Minor over Cimmerians, began to press them on the North Black Sea
coast. Spargapithes and his surrounding, after returning to Hylaea after defeat
in Asia Minor did not want to leave their native land, and they decided to
struggle will those Cimmerian leaders, who suggested that they should aban-
don this land and all the leaders, including Spargapithes, perished here. They
were buried in Tartarus according to Homer (the Kinburn Spit). Herodotus for
certain had a wrong record, that said that the tomb had been located near the
river of Tiras (the Dniestr), instead of Tartarus. Probably, Herodotus did not
understand something, or Greeks themselves transformed the name of Tartarus
into Tirasin oral speech.

The Spargapithes's death, Homer’s grandfather, and other Cimmerian
leadersafter fraternal battlein Hylaea, took place, probably, in 646 B.C. and that
wastheactual end of the Cimmerian rulein the Northern Black SeaCoast, then
Scyths came in their place. That time Homer was eleven years old; he wasin
Hylaea (nowadays Nikolaev)and he was a witness of this battle of “titans” and
“giants’ (“Olympians’ were Scyths), that was|ater depicted in his Titanomachia,
and he located Hades there. Homer’s symbolism and sign language in the de-
scription of hisvisit to Hades in Song XI of “Odyssey” alows usto consider,
that it was Homer at the age of 11, who witnessed the destruction of Cimmerian
people. It gives us an opportunity to define Homer’s parentage more precisely,
indicating the approximate yearsof hislife (italicsindicate approximate years,
and bold type givesthe exact data): Tar gitaus (810-740) => L eipoxais (770-
700), Arpoxais (765-695) Colaxais(762-679) => Lygdamis(722-647) + Pipho
(Arpoxais daughter, 740-670) => Spar gapithes (Sandakshatru, 700-646) =>
Pan (674-609), Lyck (Laertes, 676-598) =>Gnurus(Homer, 657-581) => Scyth
(631-590), Anachar sis (Telemachos, 621-552), Savlius (Telegonos, 609-540)
=> | danthyr sus(582-510).

Here Spargapithesisindicated as the son of Colaxais according to the local
place of ruling in Scythian Hylaea, in exact accordance with Herodotus descrip-
tion. That means, that Spargapithes was the son of Pipho, and as Pipho was
Arpoxais daughter, Colaxais was an uncle to her. Lyck-Laertes' brother on his
father’s side isindicated here, whose mother was a Scythian woman, and Lyck-
Laertes himself was conventionally called Pan. It is possible that his brother
ruled in Scythiafrom 647 to 609 B.C., and at the sametime, possibly Lyck-L aertes
had already spent some years in Edayn-Cimmerida. That is why the mother
together with the youth, Homer, escaped on Phoenician ship to his father to
Edayn-Cimmeridain 642 B.C.
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Thus, since646 B.C. Cimmerian rulewasr eplaced by the Scythian one
and, possibly, Pan wasthefirst Scythian tsar in Hylaea (howadaysNikolaev),
ther eforetheriver sHypanis(S. Bug), - “ dedicated to Pan” , and the Panticapes
(Ingul) - “Pan’s Trough” were named in his honour. For the same reason
Anacharsis-Telemachos, being the son of Cimmerian Homer-Gnurus and
Scythian queen Circe-Deianira, wascalled Scythian tsar.

When compiling Homer’s immanent biography (seethesis 5), it becomes
apparent that the period of Homer’slife from 640to 628 B.C. can becalled as
dedicated to “Heracles deeds’, the last 3-4 years being closely connected with
Scythian Hylaea. From 630t0 628 B.C. Heracles- Homer came herethreetimesin
order tofulfill 10, 11 and 12 deeds. Here a so, according to the myth recorded by
Herodotusin his“History” (9, 1V, 9, 10) three sonswere born from Snake-Virgin:
Agathyrsus, Gelonusand Scyth. According to the myth about Heracles, Delanira
became hiswifeafter visiting Hades (Nikolaev), from whom there were four sons
and one daughter. The similar localization and close chronology suggests that
Snake-Virgin, Deianira and Circe are one and the same person. As Homer has
nothing incidental, let us go to decryption of the name Deianira. In Greek it was
recorded as Aniaverpo and Homer derived it from two words Aniog - «baneful,
ruinous», and veiwpa. —“thelower part of the belly”. Thus, Homer’s Deianirais
nothing more but the name of Snake-Virgin, or in the record
of Herodotus “History” (9, IV, 9): “Here he has found in the cave a certain
creature of duel nature: half echidna, half Virgin, which was a woman higher
than buttocks, and was the snake in the lower part”. Thus, it is possible to
confirm, that the true name of Circe was Deianira. Hence, the names Gil and
Scyth (who were born in 627 B.C.) are probably one and the same person with
two names, Scythian and Greek, from which the names of Scythiaand Hylaea
originated. From herefollowsthat, Herodotus, probably, during hisvisit to Olbia
had recorded the Scythian interpretation of Homer’s myth about Heracles.

Let'sremark, that it wasthe year of 630 B.C., when Circe-Deianiralivedin
the cave that probably was in that part of Hylaea, where Homer had arranged
Hades (Nikolaev). During Odysseus-Homer ‘ svisit to Cimmeriain 609-607 B.C.
(see.d) Circe-Deianirahad aready lived ontheisland Aeze (the* Berezan’). Here
in 609 B.C. their son Telegonos-Savlius was probably born. It correlates with
that waswritten about Circe-Kirkaby Diodorus Sicilianin“Library” [4, VDI. —
No. 4. - 1947. —pp. 314-315]: “ (3) After that she (Gecata) cohabitated with Eeth
and gave birth to her two daughters - Kirka and Medea, and also to her son -
Egialey. Kirka, having devoted herself to the analysis of various medicinal
potions, had opened various kinds and improbable forces of root. Certainly,
she had borrowed alot from her mother Gecata, but it was she who discov-
ered more, owing to her eager researches, so that she had not left any
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capability to other women to surpass their knowledge in the field of medicinal
potion. (4) Being married to the tsar of Sarmats (sometimes they were called
Scyths), first of all she has killed her husband, and then, having succeed to
him, has made many cruelties and violence to her citizens. (5) That iswhy she
was expelled from the kingdom, according to some mythografs, she had run
away to Oceanus and, having occupied a desert island, settled there with the
women, accompanying her”. This testimony coincides to the said above; if we
consider that Oceanus had implied as Borysthenes (the Dnieper) since Homer’s
timetill Herodotus', that the Aeae (the ‘ Berezan’), where Circe-Kirkalived, is
situated near Oceanus and according to Homer’s description had been really a
desert when Odysseus arrived there in 609 B.C. Besides this it becomes clear
why Homer’s Persephonina grove on the cape Hippolaus of Herodotus had
received the name of Gecata grove in “Geographic manual” by Claudius
Ptolemaeus[4, VDI. - No 2. - 1948. —pp. 460-461]. If we assume, that the most
likely Scythian tsar and husband of Circe-Deianira could be Pan, ruling there,
then thisrecord tells usthat not later than 609 B.C. he was poisoned by her and
Scyth-Gil wastheruler of Scythiaat that time. From hereitisclear, that Panticapes
had been founded by Pan before 600 B.C. Since her son Scyth -Gil was already
about 18 years, he could already rule Scythia(609-590 B.C.). Thereforefrom 610-
609 B.C. Hylaea began to be named as Scythia by the Greeks. Scyth could be
replaced by Savlius-Telegonosin time not earlier than 590 B.C., who most likely
sent his brother Scyth-Gyl to the forefathers. Generally speaking, the son was
quite worthy his mother and judging by this, he was aterrible person, if on his
score there are deaths of such great people and hisrelatives into the bargain as
hisfather Gnur-Homer and his brothers Scyth-Gil and Anacharsis-Telemachos.
By the way, the name Savlius from the Greek Zaviog - means “moving in a
mannerly way, stepping softly, going by languid gait” and best of all it
characterizes this hypocritical and quite “criminal” scythe. Alongside with it
Savlius-assassin occured to be the father of the tsar 1danthyrsus, who defeated
Dariusin unequal strife. Thevictory over Darius promoted creation of aunified
Scythian kingdom, which reached its peak under tsar Atey (429-339B.C.), after
whom the scene of the northern Black Sea coast was taken over by saramati.
Thus, thanks to the testimonies of Homer and notes of Herodotus, we can
make an attempt to restore parentage of Cimmerian-Scythian tsarsfrom Targitaus
to mighty Atey. Coming from thefact that Scythian tsar Ariant ruled in Hylaea,
we can assume that he was the son of Idanthyrsus and therefore he collected
fromall Scythia onearrow from each warrior and cast acauldronin honour of his
father’svictory over Darius, and installed it in Exampaeus. His son was, appar-
ently, Ariapithes, who ruled in Hylaea too and Herodotus visited Scythia just
during hisrule. It wasfrom the person empowered to act on the side of Ariapithes
that Herodotus heard the story about Anacharsis and the way he perished from
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the hand of hisbrother Savlius. It wassimilarly to another Scythian tsar by name
of Scylas whose mother was Greek as well as that of Anacharsis', and he per-
ished from the hand of his younger brother Octamasadas too. And the story
about Scylas's death was recorded by Herodotusin 450 B.C. just after Scylas
was gone or very close to the time of the event. So if we suppose, that
Octamasadaswasborn, let’ssay, in 480 B.C., and Atey wasborn from himin 430
B.C., the parentage of Scythian tsarsfrom Targitaus to Atey (without possible
offshoots and ommissions) will look approximately likethis (yearsare B.C. ev-
erywhere, approximate years are indicated in italic, and conditionally precise
greasy font):

Targitaus (810-740) => Leipoxais { 770-700), Arpoxais (765-695),
Colaxais (762-679) => Lygdamis (722-647) + Pipho (daughter of Arpoxais,
740-670) => Spar gapithes (Sandakshatru, 700-646) => Pan (665-609), Lyck
(Leertes, 680-598) => Gnur us(Homer, 657-581) => Scyth (627-590), Anachar Sis
(Telemachos, 620-552), Savlius (Telegonos, 609-540) => | danthyrsus (582-
510) => Ariant (540-460) => Ariapithes (505-430) => Scylas (485-449),
Octamasadas (480-410) => Atey (429-339B.C.).

Thus, textological analysis of Homer’ myths and poems together with
records of his myths made by Herodotus, alow us, though with a number of
assumptions, to restore the history of Homer’s genealogical tree, which was
imprinted in Cimmerian-Scythian history of rulingin Hylaeaandisrelated to the
history of UkrainefromIX tolV B.C.

Scythian tsar and his family.
Therenovation of M.V. Gorelik based on the materials collected
in the burial mound of the so called “ Towsta Mohyla” (‘ Thick Tomb').
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7. THEPECTORAL FOUND BY B.N.MOZOLEVY
ASA SYMBIOSISOF GREEK-SCYTHIAN CULTURE

g he most vivid example of indivisibility and common character of Greek
% | and Scythian culturesisthe Scythian Golden Pectora, which was found
é\—?\\( by Mozolevskiy in Tovsta Mohyla grove (see fig. on pp. 88-89).
G }) Conditions of the find aswell asits designation and the time of creation
are given in the author’s book of this unique discovery [43]. Raevsky made a
significant contribution to the interpretation of the plot of the Pectoral as a
Greek-Scythian cosmogram and described it in his book [44]. We can undoubt-
edly admit the fact about the vertical division of the Pectoral, noted by other
scholars, into 3 tiers or bands:. the upper and the lower, separated by the intermedi-
ate of ornamental band. Long ago it was noticed, that there were people and cattle
(except of the birds closing of the composition -a duck and a feather bird of prey)
depicted on the outer band, i.e. therea world. Wild animals, that are never used in
the household activity of man, are mostly represented by: lions, a deer, awild
boar, a hare, grasshoppers (the exception is tormented horses and dogs chasing
the hares), as well as mythica gryphons are represented on the lower band. The
upper and the lower friezes also differ by the character and dynamics of scenes.
The scenes of chasing and torment associated with the idea of death dominate on
the lower band. The mgjority of the animals in the upper band is connected, with
feeding the calves, milking the sheep, that are equivaent to the motifs of birth and
continuation of life. This division can be really treated “as an agreed description
made by different means of the world picture, constructed on the binary prin-
ciple, that reflects the opposition of “this world” and “the other world” that was
often indicated above[44, p. 189].

Raevsky suggested that two halves of the Pectoral should be interpreted as
“the left ong” and “theright one”, pointing out the following differences:

Theright part Theleft part
1.A man’s bow is hung The bow lies on the ground
(located at the top) (located in the bottom)
2. A man hasafrontlet Thereisno frontlet.
3. Thepicture of aduck closes Thefriezeisclosed by apictureof abird
the upper frieze of prey.
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4. Thedeer isan object of torment  Thewild boar is presented
onthelower frieze inthe samefunction

and at that he mentioned, that: “... the differences between the right and the left
parts of the Pectoral form an enough harmonious system and demonstrate one
more aspect of semantic loading on the spatial arrangement of interpreted
composition, serving as all considered previoudly for opposition “ the humanity
world” to “the other world”. Moreover, all the elements connected with the
bottom referred to the left part of our composition and those marking the top are
referred to the right one which fully coincides with the most frequent and almost
globally spread interpretation of this opposition of “left” and “right” . [44,
pp.193-199]. Thus, Raevsky’s work gave a start to structural research of the
notional contents of the plot of the pectoral.

M.V. Rusyaeva swork isthe next very important step in theinterpretation of
the composition of theplot [45]. A new interpretation of central two men’sfigures
on the gold pectoral from Tovsta Mohylagrovewasgiven. Various viewpoints of
their semiotic meaning were considered. Proofsof their connection with Dionysus
cultivation in Bosporus were indicated. Comparative stylistic analysis of two
characters, comparison of two pectorals from Velikaya Blyznytsa and Tovsta
Mohyla, wide use of skinin Dionysus' rituals, existence of close contacts be-
tween Bosporuskingsand Scythiainthefirst half of 1V century B.C. and anumber
of other data allow us to make an assumption that probably two tsars are de-
picted there: the Bosporus one and that of the Scythian one. They could be
Levcon 1 and Atey or his co-ruler before the initiation of the latter one into
Dionysus sacraments. M.V. Rusyaeva features central role to the authentication
of Levkon'stheFirst and Atey’s portraits, seen onthe upper tier of the Pectoral in
the centre of the composition, with theirimageson thecoins. Itisnot clear why the
author considersthat Levcon 1 is depicted as the Scythian tsar, but not his father
Satyros 1. She was likely confused due to the lack of Satyros's | appearance
resemblance on the medal and the pectoral. Note that Atey’s resemblance on the
medal and the pectoral does not raise any doubt. It would be enough to say that
carrying on Pushkin’s cketches authentication with face portraits, | discovered
this resemblance depicted on the pectoral with that indicated on the medal for Ate
independently of Rusyaeva. Lately, studying the sources about the pectoral, |
found Rusyaeva's article and rejoiced that someone had aready done it. It is
knownthat Atey diedin 339 B.C. inthefight with Philip at theageof 90, i.e. hewas
bornin430-429B.C. InDiodorus Sicilian“Library” (X1V,93,1) [4,VDI —No.4. -
1947. - p.322] itismarked that Satyros| and his son LevkontheFirst had ruled for
40years, but he set the datesincorrectly (433-399; 393-353 B.C). In Levkon’ sons
honour new more exact data were set from the find in Piraeus in the Decree of
1877: probably Satyros| had been reigning since 407 till 387, Levcon | in 387-
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347, Spartoc || together with Perisad | (together in 347 - 342) and Perisad by himself
in342-309B.C.[VDI| —No0.4.—1947.—p. 322] —Note[8].

It is known that Satyros | actively communicated with Athens. It was
underlined by M.V. Rusyaevaand M.V. Skrzhinskaya. [19, 45]. At that time stag-
ing of Sophocles’ (496-406 B.C.) tragedy “ Scythians’ had been already popular (it
was not preserved till the present), where it was indicated that the argonauts had
visited Scythia. It ismentioned about itsexistencein scholiast to Apollonius’ of
Rhodos “ Argonautica” and in Dionysus' “Oykumena's Perigessias’ (chapter 7).
According to Sophocles, argonauts sailed from Col chisalong the northern coastline
of the Pontus and visited Tavrida, at the place of Cimmerian Bosporus. Probably,
there was a stay of Cimmerian and Scythian tsar, who hid the Argonauts, at the
place of Panticapes,. Here they were chased up by the Colchis king Eeth. He
demanded his daughter Medea and the Gold Fleece back [19, pp.117-121]. | will
remind you that among al the participantsof Argonauts march wasL aertes[Diodor
usSicilian, “Library”,48—VDI.— N0.4—1947], Cimmerianking and Homer’ sfather
who could hide Argonauts on his own territory and it was nearly 629 B.C., when
Homer was making thetenth deed of Heracles. That meansthat Homer created the
myth about Argonauts on the basis of his father’s words.

In order to come closer to the problem solving who was depicted on the | eft
part of thepectord intheimage of aGreek, let’sextend Raevsky’sandysisconcerning
the differencesnot theleft and the right parts of the pectoral, but its Greek and
Scythian parts, having complimented them with substantial differences not in-
dicated above by Raevsky in histable, and analyze them:

TheGreek part: The Scythian part:

1.A man’sbow is hung The bow lies on the ground
(located at the top) (located on the bottom)

2. A character has afrontlet Thefrontlet is not seen.

3.A bull-calf issucking cow’s milk, Thefoal issucking horse’'s milk,
afoal islying near the horse the bull-calf islying near the cow

4. A boy is holding an amphora, Theboy isholding ajug,
his hairdo and clothes are Greek his hairdo and clothes are Scythian

5.The duck picture closes the upper frieze The bird of prey picture closes the frieze
6.A doe (not adeer) isan object Thewild boar isin the samerole
of torment on the lower frieze

7.A sheep ishung to the top and is not The sheep is standing on the ground
touching the ground, a boy turned away and the boy ismilking it

8.The central Greek’sfigureishung The central Scythian figureisfirmly
to the top and is not touching the sitting on the ground
ground, heisflying in the sky

9.The Greek’s right hand points The right hand is pointing to the Greek

to the Gold Fleece.
So, thefirst difference isthat the Greek’s bow is hung on the World tree,
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and the Scythian bow is on the ground. It seems to me this difference symbol-
izesthe Greek’spriority of faithisgiventothe Heavenly Godsand Scythian one
to the Terrestrial and Subterranean Gods. Hence, the assertion of Scythian
cultivation of death over Greek cultivation of life. That’swhy in Greek mythol ogy
sinceHomer’ time Gods are settled on the Olympusin Greece. Hadesisconstantly
located in Cimmeriaand Scythia, according to Herodotusin Hylaea. Greekshave
the cultivation of Zeus, Cimmerians and Scythians — the cult of Mother-Land-
Geye and Hestiya — the Goddess of the hearth.

We can agree with Raevsky’s interpretation of the second difference
concerning the frontlet on the Greek’s head and itslack with Scythian Atey and
consider it correct that afrontlet underlined belonging to king-divine kinship
with the scythians, rising to Zeus. But what are the reasonsto consider Levkon
| and Satyros | as divine? Scythian tsar carried out the functions of priests but
they were not canonized, the cultivation of death makes everyone equal. Maybe
dueto thisfact the slavery didn’t develop very much with them. It isimportant
here that the Golden Fleece they are holding belongs to both of them. That
means that they are probably in close relation. But Atey was not a relative of
Satyros|. Thefact that Atey is pointing to the Greek perhaps indicates that the
Golden Fleece originally belonged to this Greek.

The third difference underlines that Scythians, starting with Cimmerians
were Hypomolgs, i.e. mare's milkers, consuming horse milk. Greeks, on the
contrary, consumed cow’s milk. This well-known fact was stressed by the au-
thor of the pectoral by the colt sucking milk in the Scythian part and the calf in
the Greek part.

The fourth difference remained unnoticed by Rayevsky only because he
didn’t raise the point on the contents of these differences between the Greek
and Scythian cultures. Differences in the shapes of boys vessels are rather
distinct just like differences in hairdos and some other details of outfit clothes.
Andonemore: if the Scythian boy is clearly milking asheep, then the Greek boy
isin neutral posture between the sheep and the cow and it is not known who he
milked. It could denote the fact that the Golden Fleece originally had to belong
to Cimmerians. It isnot incidental that Hellaand Phrixustook it to Colchis, i.e.
practically returned it to those whom it had bel onged to by law. So, the Argonauts
carried out an opposite mission. In this connection, in the times of Satyros| it
was probably considered, that the Greeks, who lived together with Scythianson
the Pontus, had the same right to own the Golden Fleece asthe Scythians, direct
Cimmerian heirs.

Thefifth and the sixth differences wereinterpreted by Raevsky absolutely
correctly. The only thing to add is that the choice of awild boar and a bird of
prey by Scythians in comparison with more noble doe, not a deer, as Raevsky
writes, and with aduck aredirect parallel sbetween the differences of the contents

86

and prioritiesof mythologiesand culturesasawhole, Scythian and Greek ones.
But, apparently, something different forms the main contents of these distinc-
tions. Thereisamystical sign character, references to some eventsin the past,
which put closer Atey and the Greek.

The seventh and eighth areavivid indication that the Greek and hisram are
on heavens, i.e. they died long time ago (the fleece has been frayed). But the
Fleeceisin Atey’s hands and he points hisfinger to the Greek, it can denote he
hired it from the Greek in acertain generation. We can makeapreliminary estima-
tion of how much time ago the Greek died, if we take into consideration the
indication that the couples mother-child are symbolizing one generation. If we
take into account that we observe three (horses, cows, goats) couples on each
side, it canimply that Scythian Atey isseparated from the Greek by six genera-
tions. It is generally recognized that in average three generations cover 1 cen-
tury, i.e. 100 years. That meansthat 200 years separate Atey from his ancestor.

The ninth difference is the most essential. It points out that the Golden
Fleece belongsto the Greek and the Pectoral to Scythian Atey, who devoted it to
the Greek.

Analyzing differences between the Scythian and the Greek parts of the
Pectoral it isnecessary to emphasi ze that they are so essential and self-contained
that we have to admit the central figures to be Greek and Scythian tsars. It
should be a'so noted that there are more similarities of the Scythian and Greek
universes than there are differences between them, according to what is de-
picted on the left and right of the Pectoral, and also on the upper and lower
registersor spheres. In any case, equality of subjectsisobserved aswell astheir
quality. Another question is how is this row understood in still and dynamic
state? What isthe philosophical meaning here? In what way should itsdevelop-
ment be considered — inside out or vice verse?

First of al it isobvious, that it does not matter from which viewpoint we
would consider it, we can say it is circuited on each other. It means that Greek
and Scythian cultures developing in a parallel way, complimented each other
forming asingle, amost symmetric, cyclically closed conglomeration of Greek-
Scythian culture. Thissimilarity unity and differences serve asamoving motive
for this unity, its development. As for the dynamic state, no doubt here the act
of joint “patching” of the Golden Fleece and handing it over by the Greek to the
Scythian is shown (the fact that the Fleece belongs to the Greek proved by the
pointing finger of the Scythian) as well as participant’s clothes (of each of its
participants) a symbol of well-being and prosperity, a sign of God's protection,
order and happiness. That iswhy both kings are depicted half-naked, in order to
bring out mutual belonging of this golden clothes to each of them. The low band
of the pectoral, in Scythian morality, equals their rights, by embodiment of
inevitable death for each of them. The death can be different, for example asfor
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HOMER (657-581 B.C.) ATEY (429-339B.C)
Coinfrom Chios, |V B.C. Coin, IV B,C,

In the centre of the pectoral composition with
Homer (from theleft) and Atey (to theright)

ANACHARSIS (620-552 B.C.?) PAN (665-609 B.C.?)
Gemma of Helenistyk period Coin from Panticapey, 389-379 B.C.

The hian Golden Pectord, 1V B.C.
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the wild boar for the Scythian tsar, or asfor the doe, it isfor the Greek, but it is
inevitable for both of them.

So, according to stated earlier, the central plot in the upper register of the
pectoral should be understood as a bright, expressive symbol of unity and
indivisibility of two cultures— Greek and Scythian. However, its contentsis not
exhausted by this as some questions about the purpose of the pectoral and
what the cause for its creation could be, for whom it was devoted to - are still
without answers.

Let’sdraw our attention to the upper register and we shall seethe movements
of all animals' figuresare directed from the centre to the periphery, wherethere
arethe Greek and Scythian tsarsturning their backsto animals. Thisrow gradu-
ally diminishes, or it isbetter to say isgetting narrower, asahuman lifeand ends
with the human soul flying away, asabird fliesto the heavens—at the end of the
row the bird’sfiguresarelocated not incidentally. In the middle of therow, asin
the middle point of the time period, young fellows are located, separating the
Greek and the Scythian, asasign or asymbol of human age on thethird genera-
tion (two youths—two ages of human life!). Direction of movement of thewhole
picture of lifein the view of domestic animals and the fellowsinto the opposite
side from the kings are to symbolize departing or gone away life. Particular
attention should be drawn to sheep depiction, asasymbol of the Golden Fleece
and sacrificial animal. The fact points to the last circumstance that in life row
only a sheep has no succession of kin by way of cubs accompanying life. The
horse, the cow and the goat are depicted with cubs. In the Scythian row of life
the boy ismilking the sheep and Scythian Atey issitting on theground, i.e. they
are still staying alive, in the Greek row the boy turned way from the sheep and
the sheep itself is hung to the heaven as well as the Greek in the centre of the
composition, they do not touch the ground —maost likely it means, they areinthe
other world. Atey ispointing to the Greek with hisfinger not incidentally, showing
that ritual skin and pectoral itself are devoted to him. And moreover, the Greek
turned his back to us, which means he is going away. Additional argumentsto
thisinterpretation can bethefact that in the end of the Greek row of lifethe goat-
cub sprung to legs, frightened abird and it flew up on the left side of the Greek,
that by fortune-telling on auspi ces meant bad luck and death. On the contrary, at
the end of the Scythian row the goat-cub lies on the ground and the bird is on
the ground aswell and it isjust getting ready to fly up on theright side, i.e. for
fortune. This was the basis of the pectoral arrangement of Scythian right hand
sideand Greek |eft hand sideworlds. It was not by mere chancethat orientation
of the central composition of torments in the underground world was made in
such away that the tattered horse was oriented to the Greek, but not to Atey.
Besides, in the centre of the Greek row of the underground world the doe was
already caught by theleopard withiron grip at itsthroat. In the Scythian row the

90

boar is till alive and only wounded by the lion that attacked it from the back.
Finally, Greek’s gorit (gorit is a wooden and leather case to carry a bow and
arrows used by Scythians) is hung at the top and Atey hasit under hisarm, that
means that the Greek does not need it any more.

Putting together all the above said we should point out that the part of the
divine 200 year old Greek suits neither Levkon nor Satyros or anybody else
except Homer, asthe most probabl e author of the myth about the Golden Fleece
and asthe Cimmerian king whose descendant was Atey (seethesis1,5,6). Their
nakedness above the waist means that the Fleece as ajacket belongs to both of
them. What is more, probably the whole scene of the transfer of the Golden
Fleece can symbolize a hereditary action of itstransiting from Homer to Atey.
Apparently, Atey ordered the manufacture of this pectoral to commemorate the
bicentennial of Homer’ deathin 381 B.C. during thereign of Levkon |. Finally,
and this seems to me not less important, a choice of the scene of the Golden
Fleece patching in the centre of the pectoral composition symbolizes Argonauts
voyagein 630-629 B.C. (seethesis5), and with account of the symbolic meaning
considered above, pointing to the 200 year difference between Atey and Homer
isakind of asymbolic fixation of the act of birth 200 years|ater than this event
that occurred in 430-429 B.C. Besides, thelocation of thewild boar on the Scythian
part serves asitslink to the indication of Odisseuswounded by the wild boar
during the time of hisvisit to his grandfather Autolycus during hunting on the
Parnassos (“Odyssey”, XIX, pp. 449-450). This could indicate the origin of
Homer-Odysseus and Circe. Really, Atey was Homer’s descendant in the 6™
generation (see thesis 6). Finally, comparing portraits in close foreshortening
[46, p.31] withthelarge Greek’ simageinthe pectoral [47] findsstriking resemblance
(seefig. p. 2). We can noticethat in amost all pictures Homer iswith awreath on,
with astring girding hishead, that isthe symbol of divine. [48, pp. 106-110; 5, p.
128].

The pectoral personified the Golden Fleece and its wearing had to pro-
vide happiness to Atey. This was confirmed by his long and productive life
that resulted in unbelievable glory and flourishing of Scythiaunited by him. So
the pectoral found by Mozolevsky can be its symbol. In general, the whole
composition can be called aritual of receiving communion on the Golden Fleece
of Scythiantsar from hisfamousforefather Homer-Gnurimos. Almost for sureit
was considered that pectoral had to play the role of Scythian Palladium to Atey
in war battles and on holidays among which Scythians didn’t make any differ-
ences.

Soif wecast athorough look at historic, patrimonial and cultural relations
among Cimmerians, Greeksand Scythiansit appearsthat there are more of them
than it was believed formerly. The direct evidence of this is one of the most
significant monuments, unique by its form and composition — Mozolevsky's
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Golden Pectoral, which by itself can be a direct confirmation of historic exist-
ence of Greek Scythian cultural conglomeration as well as direct and moreover,
material confirmation of my version of “Homer’s problem” solution.

First of al, the plot of the pectoral confirms Homer’ Cimmerian origin, as
the Scythian customer of the pectoral, Atey, admits the former as his forefather.

Secondly, the pectoral fixesthetime of Homer’ lifein V1I-VI B.C. and the
fact of the change the Cimmerian culture over to the Scythian one, within the
frame of one kinship generation, at least in the northern Black Sea coast.

Thirdly, it is proved that the Scythians, not less than the Greeks, were
proud of their great forefather.

In the fourth turn, it is confirmed that Homer was really the author of the
myth about Argonauts.

In the fifth turn, it is found out that Atey was not so uncultured, rude
“barbarian” and stupid military as he was sometimes presented by ancient au-
thors. Judging by the pectoral, Atey knew the value not only of genuine beauty
(hewasdefinitely the customer of the pectoral and the author of itsplot), but he
was aware of theglory of hisnation, the highest manifestation of whichwashis
ancestor Homer. Finally, pectoral (pectoralia) from Latinistrandated not only as
“chest, chest armour, jewellery”, but its root (pectus, oris) has some other
meanings:. “courage’, “heart/soul”, “inspiration”, " mind/reason”, “ person/per-
sonality”, that characterize Atey in the best way.

Thus, Mozolevsky’s pectoral isabright exponent of Greek-Scythian sym-
bolism and significant meaning, having a rather deep sense. That is why the
decoding version offered here can be considered neither full, nor exhaustive. To
proveit | will refer to the following. The choice of the noble doe as an object of
torments on the lower frieze along the Greek line and the wild boar along the
Scythian one—canimply that Homer’” mother (being Atey’sforemother owing to
thecircle-closed plot asasymbol of thekin) wasaGreek, and afather wasawild
“barbarian” — Cimmerian. If wetakeinto account that it wasaKerrinian doe, then
it can mean that the mother gave birthto achild whereKerry (“death”) lives, i.e.
in Hades, which had been located by Homer on the present Nikolaev peninsula
that was considered to be the Northern Arcadia. That is acknowledged by an
astral myth about Arcasand by Homer’shymn about Dionysusand isconnected
with the outlook of the peninsulain ashapeof a lion or abear (seethesis.1). The
wild boar (Homer’sfather and Atey’s progenitor) lived in Arcadian mountain-
ridge Eurymachus. Besides the word Eurymachus, apparently, suited Homer
writing the myth about Heracles' feats. That is why it consists of 2 words:
“Epivig - Erinyes (goddesses of revenge in the subterranean world — Hades)
and pav@ave — “competent”, that is also justified since Hades was such a
place to Homer where Cimmerians “ got to know the revenge” from Scythians.
(seethesis.1,6).
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8. TOTHE QUESTION ABOUT POSSIBLE
HOMER'SBURIAL ONBEREZAN' ISLAND

N3l Telegonos (“born far away”). Having matured Telegonos on mother’s
k8] order goesto search hisfather. He reachesthe Ithaca (probably without
5] any guess where his ship had embarked) and attacks the herds being
tended here. Odysseus goes out in the head of the armed detachment to
protect his property. Telegonos wounds unrecognized Odysseus with a spear,
that ends with poisonous pin taken from the sea skate. Having bemoaned acci-
dental father’s murder, Telegonos takes the body to Aeae Island, to his mother
Circe. Penelope and Telemachos convoyed Odysseus's body (Apollod.epit. VI,
16, 36-37). After that Telegonos marries Penel ope. Telemachus marries Circeand
she bearsachild by name Latinus (whichisan eponym of Latinsin Italy (HVg,
Fab.127)[16]. It should be also added that Penelope and Telegon-Savlius had a
son Idanthyrsus, who gained victory over Darius. A myth is often treated as
something unreal, what indeed has never happened. In fact, mythology in
Homer’stime combined science, religion and art. In science and art mythology
wasaunifiedkind and genre, fromwhichtoday’shistorical scienceand literature
with al its subdivisions came out. We have to treat Homer’s myths seriously,
and namely, as the germs of historical science. The thing we are going to talk
about now is the best evidence for it.

Asaresult of investigation of Odysseus'sitinerary (seet.4) it was found
out, that Aeae Island, where Circe lived, has to be identified with Berezan’
Island. Thisgivesusachance, according to theimmanency of Homer'sart and
on the basis of the indicated myth, to consider that he was buried here.

Finally, mythological legend about Odysseus-Homer’s burial at Aeae
Island (the Berezan’), where Circelived, findsits confirmation in the epigraphy,
that wasfound out by Skadovsky in 1900 on Berezan' Island. Itisnotinvainto
draw our attention to the epigraphic data gathered on the Berezan', the analysis
of whichwasgiveninthebook [49]. Inthisbook Yaylenko investigated only 182
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Berezan' graffiti from the majority uninvestigated, which are held in various
museums of theformer USSR. It isalsoimportant, alot of the graffiti learned are
related to Homer. If we consider their early dating at the beginning- inthemiddle
of VI B.C. as well as Homer’s day of birth in 657 B.C. (see thesis 5) then it
becomes clear, that Homer wasn't known to the multitude and hisart wasn't so
widely spread at that early time to let people quote him with ease. That really
testifieshis personal presence here. In particular, Yaylenko gives epigraphic text
of the gravestone, theinscription of which gave usan opportunity to restore the
versetext with some assumptions. | will citeit:

“Distinguished letters of the inscription allow usto reveal thefollowing
primary observations of itstext and contents. In line 1 we can read the name of
Maotmp inaccusative case, that shows us the article tov at the end of thisline
and inclined gust alphae after po. In line 2 — prew is the ending of Mastor’s
patronymic. Next word israther on epithet that characterisesthe gone away. In
accordance with distinguishable remains of letters, | assumingly reveal
£[E]oho[rota] — “lost”. From the end of line 3 and in line 4 we read the name
“ Aproetd@vopog. Inline 5 distinguishable remains and | etters —a6—let usread the
verb xkata0g[to| needful to the text of theinscription . All in al the text of the
inscription can be read as:

Maortopa tov « [ “me, the monument of

[Bé]preo £[5]- [ thelate Mastor

oro[kot' ] “Apo- — [ the Berth’s son

TOVOPOS ple] L st

kata®s [107 ~ [ by Aristonym”.

Alternation of short and long vowelsin theletter aswell as patronymic on

-gw revealsionic dialect of epitaph. The distance between the left edge of the
gravestone and letter po in the line 2 shows, that two letters are missing. This
condition, according to B.Hansen’s reverse dictionary of Greek, isresponding
by such names as: Maptc, Méptng, "Adptng, but the first name belongs to
Byzantium, the second is late Egyptian, the third — mythological, though an
early one (one of the centaurus, mentioned by Therecid in Pollux [10, 139]).
These names are not very suitable for our case. The most possible is the
restructuring of the name Béptng here, known intheinscription of 111 B.C. from
lonic Erythrae [Robert L.. Inscriptionsd’ Erythrai.-V SN.-1933, 57 —pp.468, 475-
476. | .Kilereconstructed this namein one more erythrai inscription]. The verb
£E0Mopn - “totally destroy”, in middle voice—" perish” aswell asmedial perfect
participle £&6rehag - “perished” are used in poetic language [cf Aristoph.;
Pax.483:¢E00wloteg] Inlined p[e] —“me’ —arereferred toimplied in accusative
case of the name Mastor to the word efjpe Or pvijpe — “monument on the
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grave’, that has lots of parallels among epitaphs of archaic time!t[Friedlender
P. Epigrammata. BerkeleV; LosAngeles, 1948 No. 3e, 27, 32, 61; with other words
—37,41,423,43, 147].

Remains of the distinguishable lettersin line 5 with well stored alpha (it
resembles po, but po intheinscription hasinclined low line of the head, but not
straight) and theta of the middle of the line alow us to reconstruct the verb
kota0s[t0] —as‘ set’. Therestructuring of theinactive voice kat£0n here, but not
medial is caused by the known medial epic form without augment — 0toa,
whereas active form does have an augment in epic language. In other words,
well distinguished alpha before theta makes us restore the form of the verb
i without augment, i.e. medial voice.

Epic form of the verb by itself pointsto the verse character of the epitaph.
Metricity of itstext was defined by accusative case of the late Mastor’s name —
and by itsown formed dactylic foot. Metric structure of epitaphisnot very clear
because of theloss of the text at the end of line 2 — and the beginning of line 3,
where presumingly theword £[£]oim[ro'] hasbeen restructured. It looks some-
thinglike— M |——|— 0 |—00 |——]—L.

The metric structure of thetext after the name“ Apwst@vopog isnot very
clear due to the reason indicated above and thus can be interpreted in different
ways. Such epitaphs with supernumerary feet to hexameter are not random
among early gravestone inscriptions®? [ibidem — No. 7, 11, 12, 53 54e.]. If the
restructuring £[&]orm[ 161" ] iscorrect, theinitial vowel of theword can be taken
as short measure of similarly consistent in the meter of the same hexameter of
Olbianinscription dated V century fi86motog kOME sipi @idn mvovii tov oivov —
“1 am kylix pleasant to drink from, courteous to that, who is drinking wine”,
where vinword koM isshort in spite of the position before double consonant.
This phenomenon can be explained by theloss of double consonant nature of &
pronunciation that caused theforms GR (“kylix™") of another Olbian inscription®
[see: Yaylenko. A few Olbianand Berezan’ graffiti.- KSIA, 1979.-N0.159.-pp.58,
60].”

Onthebasisof compiling Homer’simmanent biography (seethesis5) we
can offer our own versions of reading the epitaph. | would liketo make an excuse
in advance, as| do not consider myself an expert in the sphere of ancient Greek
epitaphy and did not makealot of radical changesin V.P. Yaylenko'swork, which
was made at a high professional level. The change refers only to the non-pre-
served parts of thetext (indicated in parentheses). The board was not preserved
and the restoration of the text of epitaph can be made in any other way but only
by three photos century-old the quality of which leaves a lot to be desired.
Though, thank God, at least they were preserved or everything would have
sunken into oblivion.
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Thefirst change of the text proposed by meis about the first lettersin the
second line of the verse, that disappeared with time. Sorting out possible ver-
sions of names Yaylenko offered 4 Mastor’sfather’snames Méptng, Iloptng,
“Aoptng, Béptne. Relying on mentioned Mastor’s name by Homer, | suppose
that it was about Odysseus father’s name, due to the immanency of his art that
meansHomer himself, Laertes— Aaéptew. In that case the epitaph will look
like

Méotopa 16y [ Mastor’'sson’s
[Aaé]prem £[E]- [ Laertes

0lho[A0T 7 “Apre- [ perished,

TOVLPOG €] [L by Aristonym | (monument)
K0160g[107 [ wasset

I think that clearly imperfect form of trand ation here caused by the need to
imply theword “monument”, whichisclearly absent here. If we do not takeinto
consideration the word “monument” then we should avoid the interpretation of
thelast word inline4 p[e], as“me” which is also non-readable. Probably the
chance of including it into the meaningful link with the last word is to be
considered, but initsturnit requiresthe change of [g] into[[n]. Inthat casethe
particle p[n] hasalot of shades, which depend on the meaning of the last word.
Themost probable of theversionsisintheword katd®g[to0? —“landed, sailed
up”, but with aslightly different trandlation, the stem hereis katd®¢[®?]. Then
the combination of the particle and the last word has to be read as muilti-
meaningful Aristonym’sexclamation: p[n] kata®¢g[to?] - “Hesailed up (deliv-
ered), did not he?”[8]. Literal meaning is considered here (Homer’s body was
carried from Cimmerida) allegorically asan indication of sailor’send, who trav-
elledalot andfinally sailed up to hislast harbour. We should admit that theletter
substitution is only in places where they are missing or not readable. Probably
our word Master, usually describing a painter, i.e. a creator of something new,
came up from the Greek word Mastor — “searching, looking for”. The general
outlook of the epitaph would be:

Magctopo. 1oV [ «Mastor’'sson’s
[PAaé]prem £[E]- [  Laert's

oro[roT 7 “Apre- [ perished,

dOvopog pinl- (L Aristonym: didn’t he 2!
KataOg[t0?] ~ [0 Hesailed up (delivered)

Here Aristonym'’s exclamation should be taken as unbelievable fact that
such an energetic and “ searching” man reached his border and his last harbour.

Discovered epitaph is compiled rather elaborately. There is a hidden
meaning, to which the whole construction of the verse of the epitaph is submit-
ted, its bustrafedonic structure and transitions of words. Asit seemsto meall
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that was done for the sake of encoding the most important data in the text of
acroteleverse in the shape of horseshoe — in the same way as the construction
of the burial was made on which Yaylenko focused his attention.

It should be pointed out that thereisno classical acroverse and televerse,
inwhich only oneletter isused from aline. Unfortunately, | have not published
an enormous work about decoding tremendous number of Old Russian works,
including“ Slovo o polku Igoreve” (“The Taleof Campaign of Igor’sregiment’)
by Cyril Turovskoy, in which there are thousands of arcomesoteleverses,
composed by simultaneous use one letter to wholewords and verses from each
line (I have been working onit morethan 20 years).

At the beginning | supposed that it was the “Russian” invention, but the
examination showed that such methods can be seen in Old Bulgarian and Byz-
antine, thus Greek liturgy. But it can not be called classical acroverses compiled
by one letter as one of the most ancient acroverses (X B.C.) was the poem
“Babylon Theodiceya’, written in acroverses and compiled in such away that
each of the 27 strophe consisted of 11 lines starting with syllables, forming the
phrase: “I am Sagil-kina-ubib, conjurer, blessing God and king [37, p.113]. and
Homer surely knew thispoem. Thus, it comes out of the example, that Homer and
hisfollowers continued compiling syllable and one word acroverses, which are
to be considered classical, but not late, compiled by one | etter.

So, let’ swritein bold script the part, which isacroteleverse, including the
wholelow ling, i.e. it lookslikewreath, framing fivelines of theverse:

Maotope. tov ~ [] Mastor’'sson’s
[PAaé]ptew €[E]- [ Laert's

olo [0t “Apre- [ perished,

VRO pin] L Aristonym: didn’t he?
kata@g[tO7] ~ [ “Hesailed up (delivered)”

Let'srewritethetext, that appears dueto allocation of acroteleverseand its
trandationinaline. Thetext of translation iswrittenin bold script and auxiliary
explanatory text iswritteninitalics Ma[Aa] oho T’ kat %' [t'; “ Olm[n]p
oe[E'] o' v 6v'. Secretly threetogether after thedeath on the 30* (day) 195
(year) delivered; to Homer (who was born on) 60" (day) (in) one (year before)
30t (Olympiad) to him 75 (years).

Here the word MéAa has afew meanings, and only one of them —“in
every way, heartily, by all means, al out”. But it seemsto me, that dueto thelack
of possibilities of compiling acroverse heretheword MaAn —*“in one'sbosom,
secretly”, another spelling MéAa can be admitted. The word ol® in Homer’s
lonic dialect means “kill, perish, decedent”. Here the word xata  before the
letter ® in ancient ethos can be transferred into kat and translated as* during,
after, because of, owing to” [8, p.1050, 1166, 880]. The letter 1, as a
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numeral means the number 300. But by implication in the first case only 3 is
used. In the second and third case the first two figures are used, aswell as its
possible participation in word composition. We should not forget, that thistext
was compiled simultaneously for both veiled (covert), and direct reading. That
iswhy it wasimpossibleto use either numeral —3— y" or 30— A" without theloss
of contents and meaning. The name Homer was written in Dative case singular
“Opunprfromtheinitial language “ Opunpoc. Asit waswritten earlier Homer was
born 14 September in 657 B.C. If we count out from thefirst Olympiadin 776, 120
yearsfor the 30" Olympiad, wereceive 656 B.C. and we add 60 daysfor 657 B.C.
Taking into consideration the beginning of the year from the 16" of July it
appears that Homer was born on 60" day and died on the 30" day from the
beginning of the year. Calculationsof theyearshelived in, which werewritten
inacroverse—75, converge aswell. Thustaking into account the data, that were
received without these results (see thesis 5), but with others that converge, we
can make animportant conclusion, that Homer wasbor n on the 14th of Septem-
ber in 657 B.C. and died on the 12th August (or 18th July), 581 B.C., thus
havinglived 75year sand 11 (10) months, i.e. died one(two) monthsbeforehis
76 anniversary.

| point out, that if, for instance, in phrase* Secr etly thr eetogether after
thedeath on the 30" (day) 195 (year)” the numeralswere counted not as 30, but
as 300, which can be done due to the letter, that means that numeral, in other
casewewould haveto consider Homer’sdate of death on the 11th of May in 195
years later than first Olympiad in 776 B.C. Then it would be 76 and 8 months
without 4 days and it would not converge with thenumeral 75 in acroverse. That
iswhy in the first numeral 30 or 3 hasto be used. Then in this sense one more
fuzzy meaning comes out about how many days 30 or 3 passed after the New
Year. The phrase“ secretly three together”, converge with mythological direc-
tions about how Homer waskilled accidentally by his son Telegonos, the latter
carried away his father’s body together with his wife Penelope and her son
Telemachos to Circe to the Aeae Island. | think it is clear that the clue of the
secret epitaph, especially the numbers could have been absolutely impossible
for mewithout al my investigations of Old Russian and Byzantium literature, for
which all these techniques are usual.

In connection with what was said and for the evidence of intrinsic text of
the epitaph, beyond the scientific analysis, | offer one more version of the
reading of the part of the text, which is out of the bounds of acroteleverse. |
would liketo point out herethat this part can not bedone strictly grammatically
because of the need to observe grammar simultaneously for two texts— straight
and covert reading. Nevertheless, at the level of ahint, if we can say so, we can
read the following — draw your attention to the text in bold, asthe text whichis
free from acroverse, it was like put in horseshoe, made by acroteleverse:
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Mdotopo tOV ~ [ Mastor'sson’s
[?Aué]prewm £[E]- L Laet's

oAw [M0T' 7] “Apio-  « [ perished,

TdOVLPeg un] (1. Aristonym: didn’ he ?!
Kat@g[tO?] « ] “Hesailed up (delivered)”

I will show the right word spelling in parentheses, which arein bold script
and in which, in my opinion, the hint of the event lies, which caused Homer’s
death and about which we said earlier during the interpretation of the myth
about Odysseus's murder by his son Telemachos with a spear at a pasture:

otop (oTULPOC) — The spear

ép teo (sipi tew) — Of your son

LotT'A (AMVT0 - Mo®) — Leadto head
@vopog (@ - vopog) — Oh! —at the pasture!

We should underline, that it can not be considered an accidental
convergence owing to different versionswe have just examined, that completely
exclude such incident. Only this can be explained by the author’s choice of
epitaph from the great majority of names, which could be appropriateto Homer,
his father and to the author, who in my opinion was Homer’s son Telemachos-
Anacharsis. That is why, such names as. Mastor, Laertes and Aristonym were
chosen. Diogenes Laertes in “Biography and teaching of famous in philoso-
phy” wrote: “the Scythian Anacharsis was Gnurimos' and Kaduid brother’s
son, the son of the Scythian tsar and the Greek mother. That is why he had at
his command two languages. He wrote about Scythian and Ellinian tradi-
tions, about methods of making living cheaper and he wrote eight hundred
verses about military matters...” [4, VDI - No.2. —1948. — p.522]. It should be
added that independently of dates found here, the date of Homer’s birth was
discovered (seethesis5), which found hereits confirmation. The new hereisthe
discovery of the exact date of the death. Before, it could be only supposed that
Homer died after 590 B.C.

Especially | would liketopoint out that | noticed only threeof 45letters
in Yaylenko'srestored text and only thosewhich cannot beread on epitaph and
arewritten presumably. I f | could beblamed on “text adjustment” then Yaylenko,
who had madethebiggest part of decoding of the epitaph cannot beblamed in
this“sin”. Without hisdeep investigationsmy wor k would be doomed tofail-
ure. Thiscan beseen from thephoto of theboard.

Finally, we have to answer one more question: why was Homer buried on
the Berezan' and why was it done secretly? We can assume it was his spiritual
will, which was written in “Odyssey” and about which without any doubts his
sons knew, first of all Telemachos-Anacharsis-Aristonym. It can be that the
name of Odysseus's father Laert was mentioned in epitaph. Knowing about
symbolic
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and sign character of Homer’s creative art, it islogical to assume that such an
ending should be looked for the XIth song about Odysseus's visit to Hades.
The analysis of this song shows that the indication of the town and Cimmerian
peopleinthe 14" line saysthat Homer had lived 14 years on Cimmerian land and
on the 15" year with his mother on Phoenician ship ran away to Cimmerida, that
iswhy about his escapeisonly mentioned in the XVth song of “Odyssey”. The
first who Odysseus met in Hades was their friend’s Elpenorus shadow, who
died on the Aeae Island. Before sailing to Hades he asked to bury him on the
Aeae (“Odyssey”, XI, 69-79):

“Sir,” he answered with a groan, “it was all bad luck, and my own unspeakable
drunkenness. | waslying asleep on thetop of Circe'shouse, and never thought of coming
down again by the great staircase but fell right off the roof and broke my neck, so my soul
down to the house of Hades. And now | beseech you by all those whom you have | eft
behind you, though they are not here, by your wife, by the father who brought you up
when you were a child, and by Telemachos who is the one hope of your house, do what
| shall now ask you. | know that when you |eave thislimbo you will again hold your ship
for the Aeaeisland. Do not go thence leaving me unwaked and unburied behind you, or |
may bring heaven’s anger upon you; but burn me with whatever armour | have, build a
barrow for me on the sea shore, that may tell peoplein daysto comewhat apoor unlucky
fellow | was, and plant over my gravethe oar | used to row with when | wasyet aliveand
with my messmates.”

| think it was a prophetic will, in which Homer asked to bury him on the
Aeaewhere Circelived. Heforesaw that it would happen in 69-79 years accord-
ing to the number of the versesin this song. Knowing that almost all the names
in Homer’sworksare not incidental, the name El penorus can be defined aswell.
In Old Greek it was written as ' EAnnvemp and consisted of two words: EAmic—
“waiting, foreseeing” and vapowy — “flashed, sparkled” [8]. Thus Elpenorus
should be translated as an “insight” to Homer that he will die in 69-79 years.
Owing to that we can see it as a spiritual will to bury him on the Aeae, i.e. the
Berezan'. By the way, the island was not chosen incidentally and means Ea—
Oh! Ah! —an exclamation to show the sorrow, mentioned before: “Oh! Recall,
recall about me, noble Odysseus' . Mentioning in epitaph Odysseus's father
Laertes as if he answered Homer’s remark. As for the secret burial, we can
suppose that after designation of Solon as Athen’s archont in 594 B.C. and
establishment of the edict about making at Panatheney every four years excep-
tionally “lliad” and “ Odyssey”, Homer’sglory in Greece became so high that by
581 B.C. alot of citieshad argued on the right to be considered his motherland.
Itisunlikely that the Greeks, who lived both in Metropolisand on the Aeae (the
Berezan’), would agreeto hisburial here even dueto hiswill [50].

We haveto pay attention to the picture of Homer’s head on the gravestone
now. Above 5-lined inscription of epitaph, written in boustrophedon (i.e. the
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first and every other next odd lines are written from left to right, and even lines
from right to left), the latter profile image is cut out in left turning (see the
picture). Theline of deepening, going from the napeto crown, as contour of the
head points to the fact, that the late was depicted in wreath, in aband or in a
helmet or ahat. Further V.P. Yaylenklo writes[49, p.261], that inthe “right part of
stele above the inscription it is hard to recognise anything, but probably, here
was the picture of aweapon put here, i.e. on the relief awarrior was depicted”.
Almost all stored images of Homer on coins have a band on the head, that
proves his idolization. The main Homer’s images are set in Herman Hefner’s
book [48, pp.106-110], aswell they are quoted inthe book [5, p.128].

In conclusion | would like to say that I’ ve completed the scheme of the
picture, given below having analyzed 3 photos from the book by Yaylenko V.P,
with the help of the computer using different filters and programsto changethe
depth, contrast and brightness of the picture. Finally the tracks of all the letters
in the epitaph have been found. They were discovered by V.P. Yaylenko but not
outlined. Asto the letters which he couldn’t read | put forward my hypothesis
and determined them in the first edition of the book. Now after the computer
analysis my supposition probed to be correct. It means that the epitaph is de-
voted to Homer. The picture has been also outlined, it’'sapiece of an oar, which
Elpenorus — Homer asked to put on his grave on theisland Aeae.

The stone with the epitaph to Homer.
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ON RECEIVING COMMUNION
WITH HOMER'SSACRED SECRETS
(Post face)

0, the evidence, referred to in the previous chapter, demonstrated that

myths had not appeared out of nothing. It followed exactly from myth

that Penelope and Telemachos with Telegonos had brought Homer-

Odysseus to Circe to Aeae Island (the Berezan'). There is nothing
secret on the earth that will not turn up to be evident. Both Scythiansand Greeks
that settled down on the Northern Black Sea coast (Prichernomorye) certainly
knew that Homer had come from that place and died here. Not accidentally the
Olbiopolites, according to Dion Chrysostomos, did not recognize any poets,
except Homer.

Homer’s poems became the joint property of the Greek people very soon
and accompanied them during al their history. Lycurgus is known to introduce
the performances of Homer’s songs in Sparta, Solon did it in Athens, later they
became a basis for school education in many polises of Greece. Many of the
students knew some songs of Homer’s poems by heart; there were people that
knew both poems by heart (Xenophon, “Feast”, 3,5). Plato remarked, “Homer
brought up thewhole Greece” (“ The State”, I X, 7.p.606 E). Cultivation of Homer's
personality found its development during Hellenistic period of Greek history.
According to the verses of that time the honour to be called Homer’s place of
birth: “ Seven towns were arguing about the birth of wise Homer: Smyrna, Chios,
Colophon, Pielos, Argos, Ithaca, Athens’. In the version of that verse also
mentioned are: Rhodes, Salamin, 1os, Chyma. In general 20 townswere mentioned.
Homer was particularly loved in the Northern Black Sea coast and it is clearly
seen from the works of geographer Strabo. But probably the brightest evidence
of the Olbiopolites’ love to Homer is the Borysthenes speech of Dion
Chrysostomosthat visited the placein 95 A.D.[4, VDI, 1948, No. 1, pp.354-360].

Principally important for our subject are the following remarks of
Chrysostomos: “One summer | happened to be in Borysthenes, when | after proscrip-
tion arrived there by sea, having in view, that if it would be possible, to slip through
Scythiato the Getae to see what was happening there. So | was strolling during market
hour along the Hypanis... Well, as| have aready mentioned, | happened to stroll infront
of the town. Some of Borysthenites came out of the town to see me as usual: then
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Kallystrat, coming back first rode by us, then having left us a bit behind, dismounted
from the horse, passed it to the servant riding with him, he himself approached us very
politely, hiding his hand under the coat...

Knowing that Kallystrat was Homer’s admirer, | immediately started speaking
about him. Almost all the Borysthenites carefully read the poet, probably because they
are still militant, or maybe owing to their love to Achilles: they extremely esteem him,
built one temple devoted to him on the so called Achillesisland, and another one in the
town, and they do not want to hear of anybody except Homer. Though they speak Greek
roughly, becausethey live among pagans, ailmost all of them know “Iliad” by heart. | said
for fun to Kallystrat: “In your opinion, who is a better poet, Homer or Phocylides?’ —
“Well, I even do not know another poet’sname, —Kallystrat said smiling, —and probably
aswell as all the people present here: we do not recognize any poet except Homer, but
almost everybody knowshim...” Inthisregard, — 1 said, —*“Homer influenced all your
poets as eye disease. You say that you do not know Phocylides, though he is one of the
most famous poets. When amerchant comesto you, that had not visited you before, you
do not immediately set bad rumors about him, but first taste his wine, or, if he has
imported something else, you take a specimen, and only then, if you like it you buy,
otherwiseyou go further. The samething iswith the poetry of Phocylides, —I continued,
—you can get acquainted with a short specimen; he does not belong to the number of
poets that plaits long and coherent verses, asyour poet (i.e. Homer) tells us about one
battlein more than 5,000 verses, - hisverse starts and ends with two-three verses; and he
marks his name in every thought, considering it as something important and valuable,
unlike Homer, who did not name himself in any poem...” my words were not rather to
Kalystrat’'s liking: “Guest, — he said, — the thing is that we all love and respect you
greatly: other-wise nobody of Borysthenites would bear such attacks on Homer and
Achilles, — the latter, as you see, is our god, and the first is respected at the level of
gods...”.
Thislove of Olbiopolitesto Homer isquite strange after 700 years, whenin
Greece itself the attention to him decreased. It points out that this love was a
conseguence of Borysthenites knowledge that Homer was born here and was
also buriedintheir land, remaining apagan in Greek’sopinion, wasn't it? Wasn't
it adlip of the tongue by Dion Chrisostomus speaking in front of Olbiopolites
and calling Homer — their poet? Was it the reason for reproaching a pagan
Homer in the face of Olbiopolites that he had not named himself in such long
masterpieces as “lliad” and " Odyssey”, whereas Greek Phucydides did not
regard it as disgraceful to name himself even in arhyme? Really, the reason of
Homer’s works anonymity was exactly in his pagan origin, you know, his
contemporary Hesiod introduced himself in his works, wasn't it? Questions,
guestions, questions...

| would like to add that in the situation of Homer, who was an outcast
Cimmerian tsar for the Scythian, a pagan for the Greek, actually, was not much
better than his followers llarion (997-1088), Cyril Turovskoy (1101-1207) or
Pushkin (1799-1837). Old sourcesin writing, that cameto us, point out the two
possibilities of existence of pagansin Greece. They either remained in Greece
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forever and forgot their Scythian motherland, similar to what Tocsarius did,
living out their days and dying in honour and recognition, or having returned
home, they, in spite of recognition in Greece, perished without glory. The pretext
for accusation can be always found. Similar thing happened to Anacharsis and
Scylas that were accused of secret professing the Greek culture. Homer loved
his land and, as he kept the line verging on Cimmerian-Scythian and Greek
cultures, tried to find an intermediate decision in hislife and creative work.

Apparently, therefore hismain natural habitation was Propontis (the Sea of
Marmora), an intermediate place between the Scythian Pontus (the Black Sea),
and the Greek, the Aegean Sea. That is why he picked the name of Homer for
himself, which meant in Greek “ablind man” or “ahostage”, and in Hebrew it
was an eponym of Cimmerian people. To prevent Greeks from, Lord forbid,
regarding him to be really a hostage of his pagan origin, he transparently de-
picted himself asakind of ablind prophet, a soothsayer or asinger — Pheneus,
Teresey and Demodokus — in the myth about Argonauts and “ Odyssey” . And,
it must be admitted that, he has managed to deceive everybody and for along
time. It isclear that the Greekswere not against such trick, and the Scythians, as
is known, did not have their own written language, however, and later they
perceived his magnificence, as Herodotusfixed here hisname as Gnurimos, asa
reduction of “famous’. And on reaching grandeur and foundation of the Scythian
state, itstsar Atey was proud of hiskinship to Homer, that followsfrom the gold
pectoral found by B.N. Mozolevsky.

However, Homer could not escape the destiny of Anacharsisand Scylasin
hisown life. To be more exact, he wasthefirst to open an account of thefamous
biblical expression, that there are no prophets in one's own fatherland, and if
thereareany, —they arekilled by their own compatriots. Herealized it quitewell,
as all the geniuses after him did, because they exist beyond time. And in case
someone takesit into one’s head to treat Homer depreciatingly, instead of with
ahigh respect, only because he lived three or four thousands years ago and not
in the Age of Space and computerization, one will rob and abase oneself as
much, asone’smind and consciencewill alow it to bedone. Therefore, realizing
hisown situation, Homer had nothing to do, but to describe hislifeallegorically,
with hope that the beauty of his works would save and carry the truth to us
through centuries. | am sure that magnificence of Homeric Genius quite
corresponds with the magnitude of time separating us.

It is clear, that the theses are only the first step on the way of creation of
Homer’soriginal biography, and so one of theaimsof its creation was gathering
of judgementsto make abig book edition possible. Not lessimportant isalso the
style of the arguments and evidence referred to, which | come to here, their
degree and completeness.
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I think it essential enough, for instance, the way the process of reciprocal
confirmation and supplement of evidence wasin progress. In particular, in the
beginning of my investigation | came out with a suggestion that Homer could
probably code his birth date and that of beginning of the Trojan war with a
number of lines and verses from the beginning to the key words at the end of
epics, starting from thefirst Olympic games (776 B.C. —it wasthefistin Homeric
chronology), then they were determined precisely. Then, based on the formula
phrases, which marked the beginning of anew day, in both epicsthe places,
wherefore every new 40 days started, starting from Homer’s birthday on Sep-
tember the 14*, 610 B.C. for “Iliad” and 600 B.C. for “ Odyssey”, were defined.
And then, when an indication to a solar eclipse of 30 September, 610 B.C. was
found in literature, its description was encountered exactly in the detailed bor-
dersof thetext. In that way akind of an absol ute association of chronology was
carried out, which later found its confirmation in the other two objectivethings:
in Mozolevsky's pectoral and on the stone with epitaph to Homer, which was
found on Berezan’ island.

The most important coincidence must be the one concerning the day and
year of Homer’s birth, which was received in result of text critical analysis of
“Odyssey” and an analysis of acroteleverse of Homer’s epitaph, found on the
Berezan'. After that, it seems that it is rather possible to prove an epitaphic
indication of the date of death (in 581 B.C. according to a new conception),
taking into consideration apportionment of Homer’s life based on “Odyssey”
and myth about Odysseus's death, wherefore it was clear that Homer died after
590B.C.

After getting the confirmation of an absolute chronological association,
other dates of Homer’slife were obtained according to comparative eval uation,
given in “Odyssey”, “lliad”, and myth about Heracles and other myths. And
again, at the beginning of the myth content analysis of Heracles the date of
Argonauts campaign wasfixed as629 B.C., which then found its confirmation in
the clue of symbolic meaning of Mozolevsky’s pectoral (there is a Golden
Fleece in the centre of the composition), based on the precisely known date of
the Scythian tsar Atey’s birth in 430-419 B.C. This, in its turn, gave quite a
reliable foundation for consideration that manufacture of the pectoral was de-
voted to the 200-year anniversary of Homer’sdeathin 381 B.C. Not lessimportant
evidence was that at first genealogy from Targitaus to Atey was admittedly
construed, and only then, during the process of decoding the clue of the Golden
Fleece of Mozolevsky symbolic meaning, the fact, that Scythian tsar Atey was
Homer’s descendant in the 6 generation, found its confirmation. And asfar as
it wasfixed inthe ancient material, it can be adirect confirmation of the geneal -
ogy construed as an assumption.
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However, among all of the above indicated evidence the most complete
one seemsto be acomparison of textological analysisof itinerary of Odysseus's
sailing with the realities of established places. Though in the theses thispart is
presented rather briefly, asimple comparison of itinerary of the Mediterranean
and the Black Seas are convincing enough by itself.

It is especially necessary to mention the collection of archaeological evi-
dence, which were started with finding of “The Golden Youth” from Alcinous
Temple and Areta, described by Homer in “Odyssey”, and also the board with
epitaph to Homer, found on Berezan’ island, in absolute conformity with the
myth about Odysseus's death. It is necessary to organize archaeological exca-
vationsin theregion of thetown Edayn-Elay-Cimmerida (near Seddulbahir) on
the European coast of the peninsula near the entrance to the Aegean Seato the
straight of the Dardanelles where Homer lived. He described the place as the
Ithacain“Odyssey”. Itisalso very important to organize archaeol ogical excava-
tionsat the place of theformer town Calliopolys (near Karadgali, Turkey) where
Homer lived from 600 till 590 B.C. and finished composing histwo epics“Iliad”
and “Odyssey”. It is because of this fact the town got its name in honour of the
Muse of epic poetry and science Calliopa. It isalso necessary to organize exce-
vationsin Batumi to find the Palace of Alcinous and Areta.

We must take into consideration epigraphy, collected on Berezan’ and
Zmeiny idlands, in which there are quotations from Homer. Now, when we know
that Homer lived earlier (657-581 B.C.), than it had been assumed before, we
can’t think the citing to be the result of Homer’s works great popularity at the
time. It israther the evidence that Homer lived there at that time. However the
problem itself should cause first of all the revaluation of the archaeological
material we already possess, secondly, we must pay attention to the numerous
materials from the excavations held in the northern Black Searegion almost a
century ago, which are kept in the museums of Ukraine, Russia, Byelorussia,
Georgiain an uninvestigated state. They may contain some argumentsto probe
the hypothesis about Homer, expressed in this book. And the itinerary of
Odysseus' voyage can be the direct instruction where to make archaeol ogical
research. It is necessary to prove the existence of two Cimmerian towns in
Nikolaev. In one of them Homer was born. That's why excavations should be
organized on territory of the shipyard named after 61 Communards, the Yacht-
club and the Lagernoe pole (Camp field).

Nowadays when pirate archaeology flourishes it would be wise to intro-
duce historical places connected with Homer and the Cimmerian-Scythian his-
tory of Ukraineinto “ The state register of monumentsin Ukraine” andinto“The
list of theworld heritage’. They are: the Nikolaev peninsula—* Cape Hippolaus’,
Berezan' island —“Aeae Island”, Regional-landscape park “Marble steppe
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Pobuzhye (the Southern Bug zone)”, Regional historical landscape park — the
Kinburn spit — “Hylaea’, the Tendra spit —“The Achilles course”, Zmeiny is-
land —“Aeolusisland”, Balaklava bay — “Laistrygones bay” . We are Homer’'s
successors and have great responsibility to preserve Homer’s buria place on
theisland of Berezan’, to investigate Nikolaev and other places of Homer’s stay
onthe Northern Black Seacoast area. Wemust beworth our great past!
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SUMMARY OF THEBOOK BY A.ZOLOTUKHIN
“THE SECRETSOF”"SLOVO O POLKU IGOREVE”"

The information concerning the discovery, which deals with one of the most outstand-
ing monuments of the Old Russian literature of XII century — “Slovo o polku Igoreve”
(“The tale of prince Igor’s campaign”) is given in this book. The evidence collected shows
that “Slovo...” ismadein agenre of secular Godservice. It means, that its secular content is
arranged in the form of godservice. The text of the monument in the way of its form can be
presented in two versions of the church service: in the form of All nightly vigil and as a
Byzantian canon. It is shown, that it was Illarion-Nikon (997-1088) who was the first to
develop thisgenre in the Old Russian literature. He appearsin “ Slovo...” under the name of
Boyan. The canon comprises over 250 secret akro-, meso- and televerses, both separate and
interwoven in a special way. It is shown, that akroverse summarizing the whole work is
compiled in the way of across. On the basis of author’sinstructions, the technique and rules
of compiling secret akromeso-televerses has been restored. Compilation of verses, being
basic ones, from 13 syllables or composed from 5 words in Hebrew verse, which had no
vowels were laid into the foundation of those rules.

Asis demonstrated on particular examples of texts of Byzantian and Ancient Bulgar-
ian, the technique of compiling latent verses is dated far into the early history. The family
tree from Adam up to Christ is made up, from which it follows that there were two Homers
in the world culture history. The former was the son of laphet and grandson of Noah. 12
centuries later the second Homer came to life — a poet, founder of European culture. It is
shown, that Moses was the first who made the family tree of five verses, each comprising 5
names. After him David repeated this experience. The example of Ancient Greek
akroteleverse decoding is presented (later than 581 B.C.), being compiled from 13 syllables.
This secret verse was obtained in result of deciphering an epitaph on the stone found on the
Berezan' island in 1900. It allowed us to determine, that Homer was born in September 14,
657 B.C. and died in July 18 or August 15, 581 B.C.

From latent verses it was possible to determine, that the author of “Slovo...” was Cyril
Turovskoy (1101-1208). It became possible to find out some other important circum-
stances of life and creative work of Cyril Turovskoy and llarion-Nikon-Boyan, as well as
define the date of creation and performance of “Slovo...” in Kiev from March 25 till April
3,1187. A brief biography of Cyril Turovskoy was compiled. From secret versesof “Slovo...”
the biographic dates of the founder of the Kiev Rus, i.e. of Great Riurik were found out:
March 25, 816 - July 2, 879 A.D.. His father was a byzantian from an imperial kinship of
Tour (born in 777), and his mother was Valentina [gorevna (born in 795). Her father was a
slav prince Igor Davydovich. Riurik was born in the town of Turov, founded by his father.
Therefore Riurik was not an alien viking.

It is demonstrated that one of the most ancient monument of the history is the Kiev
corpus of chronicles composed in the same genre, as “The tale of prince Igor’s campaign”.
In 1186 Cyril Turovskoy accomplished staging the chronicle record about a campaign of
prince Igor Svyatoslavich against polovtsi in 1185. It was clarified, that in order to carry out
this performance the great Kiev prince Svyatoslav Vsevolodovich constructed the first Old
Russian theatre in 1187. The outlook of the theatre and the script of *’Slovo” performance
were restored. It was proved, it was the first opera in the history of mankind, that appeared
400 years earlier than Italian opera. In five volumes of “Encyclopedia’ of the “Slovo...”,
compiled by the Russian Academy of sciences (St-P, 1995), there is not a single article
concerning this subject, the name of the author has no relevance to the name of Cyril
Turovskoy. The name of Boyan is neither associated with the name of Ilarion-Nikon.
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